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CHAP. XVIII. 


The ſame Subject continued a little further, 


OU will now,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 

be ſo indulgent as to explain to 

me the cauſe of a violent buſtle I ſee in 
the upper chamber of the corner houſe, 
where there appears to be no common de- 
oree of confuſion, with a little bloodſhed, 
s it appears to me, into the bargain, 
Some pleafant diſpute, I ſuppoſe, has 
enced in the death of the poor man, who, 


from his lifeleſs appearance, as the - people 
Vol. „„ B are 
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are raiſing him from the floor, has, I tear, 
received a wound that will for ever diſ. 
qualify him for any further concerns with 


our world.” 


«Tt is even ſo,” anſwered Aſmodeus; 
but the conflict has been with himſelf, 
and he has fallen, not by the hand of any 
human enemy, but by the violence of his 
own paſſions —He was a man of ſome ta- 
lents and literary acquiſitions, which he 
had perſuaded himſelf were of the firſt 
rank, and his life has been tortured by the 
ill ſucceſs of his endeavours to make the 
world agree in his appreciation of them.— 

His writings have not been received With 
that regard by the public which he thinks 
they had an abſolute right to claim, —and 
by their bringing him diſappointment in- 

ſtead of expected profit and reputation, 
the natural irritability of his temper has 
been encreaſed to ſuch a degree, as, at 
length, to have brought on the preſent 


cataſtrophe: 
« This 
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e This very morning, as he amuſed his 
breakfaſt with a newſpaper, he was in- 
formed, by an advertiſement, that a work, 
which he conſidered as greatly inferior to 
the worſt of his own productions, and 
written by a man of whoſe abilities he en- 
tertained a moſt ſovereign contempt, had 
come to a ſeventh edition; —and while 
his bilious reſentment was gradually riſing 
at this mortifying circumſtance, he was 
favoured by a polite letter from the ma- 
nager of one of the theatres, containing an 

opinion, that a play, which he had offered 
for repreſentation, was wholly unfit for the 
ſtage. Within the ſame half hour he. was 
alſo favoured with his bookſeller's account, 
by which it appeared, that his laſt work, 
framed with ſo much toil, and the fancied 
ſource of ſo much emolument and fame, 
had not paid the expences of printing and 
publication. 


ce Such a combination of diſappointing 
and mortifying. circumſtances thronging 
23 upon 
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upon him, as it were, in the ſame mo- 
ment, and when he was in ſuch a diſturbed 
and unphiloſophic ſtate of preparation, 
forced him at once into a moſt violent pa- 
roxyſm of paſſion, which, after he had 
ſtamped about the room like a madman, 
and dealed his execrations on authors, 
bookſellers, and mankind, ended. in the 
rupture of a blood-veſſel, which has ſet · 
tled his accounts with. them all, and for 
ever, —His pulſe is. now in its Jaſt flutter, 
and his heart, which has ſo long been ha- 
raſſed with the agitations of pride, jealouſy 
' and diſappointment, will throb no more.“ 
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« To a man with ſuch ſelf-tormenting 
diſpoſitions,” ſaid Don Cleofas, “ death 
may be conſidered as a friendly relief, and 
I ſhould be induced to juſtify the ſatisfac- 

tion I feel on the occaſion, if my attention 
was not very powerfully directed to a young 
lady, dreſſed in all the faſhionable elegance 
of her age, and, as it ſhould ſeem, in the 
| ſnowy attire of a bridal day. But if that | 
| ſhould 
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ſhould be the caſe, I muſt prepare a more 


than common portion of my pity,— for, 


from the diſtreſs that overwhelms her, I 
am to fear that ſhe is ſome unhappy vic- 
tim, whom parental power has forced to 
the arms of a deteſted bridegroom.” 


« She is, in truth, a bride,” anſwered 
Aſmodeus, and has been this morning 
led to the altar, with all the propitious 
omens of nuptial felicity; but, at the 
moment when the ceremony concluded, 
her father, who was an happy attendant on 


the occaſion, ſunk down ſuddenly on the 
pavement,—and, after a faint expreſſion of 


thanks to Heaven, for having permitted 


him to ſee that day, cloſed a life of honour 


in the arms of the amiable man whom the 


nuptial benediction had juſt made his 
fon.” | 1 


* It is an affecting ſcene,” ſaid the 
Count; but as the young lady has an huſ- 
band, whom ſhe loves, to conſole her, * 

B 3 «I will 
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« I will excuſe your obſervations,” inter- 
rupted the Demon; “ for as they would be 
ill ſounded, they had better be omitted.— 
The mourning bride is ſincere in her ſor- 
rows ;—ſhe loved her father, for he formed 
her mind to virtue ;—and ſhe will not for- 
get him in the arms of her huſband : —Nor 
will the worthy man who calls her his, love 
her leſs for ſuch a proof of that tender na- 
ture which will gild the 8 of his 
own life.” 


63 1 your pardon, replied Don 
Cleofas, for any appearance or expreſ- 
ſion which, on ſuch a ſolemn occaſion, 
muſt, I well know, be very. offenſive to 

the delicacy of your character; but, to tell 
you the truth, my apprehenſions out-ran 
your relation, and had abſolutely killed the 
bridegroom inſtead of the father. — The 
unexpected diminution of the cataſtrophe, 
therefore, has enlivened my fancy, perhaps 
rather more than may perfectly accord 


with the circumſtances of the moment; 
but 
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but my mind is already brought hack to 
its proper tone, upon the ſolemn ſpectacle 
which arreſts my ght, as it paſſes along, 
and, indeed, occupies the whole length of 
the ſquare beyond us. — The ſun glitters 
on that parade of death, and throws an 
alfecting luſtre upon the ſcene.— But I 
muſt beg of you to favour me with the 
cauſe of that variegated plumage which 
adorns the hearſe:— I have ſeen the white 
and the ſable decorations of funeral pomp, 
and been taught by you the nature of 
their reſpective application; but here, if 
I am not deceived, they are blended with 
each other,—a circumſtance which pro- 
bably marks ſome appropriate diſtinction, 
unleſs vanity, which, indeed, would not 
ſurpriſe me, exerciſes its caprices on the 
dead as well as the living.“ 


* The peculiar decorations,” anſwered 
the Demon, “ of that funeral proceſſion, 
announce to all who ſee it, that it is con- 
veying the remains of a lady who died in 
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child-bed; and as the circumſtances of 
her death are of a very ſingular nature, 
and offer a picture of human weaknelz 
which you have not yet ſeen, I will, as a 
matter of very curious inſtruction, unfold 
It to you. 


c You muſt know then, that among the 
-many modes of getting money which are 
exerciſed in this great city, by impoſing 
on the fooliſh, the credulous, and the cu- 
rious, the buſineſs of pretending to caſt na- 
tivities, and tell fortunes, is not the leaſt 
ſucceſsful.— Many perſons, of both ſexes, 
carry on a very profitable trade, by an 
artful diſplay of their aſſumed power of 
foretelling future events; and as they have 
learned the art of playing upon weak 
minds, they frequently diſcover a clue by 
which they can determine upon the parti- 
cular ſituations and circuniſtances of ſuch 
as make application to them: — Beſides, 
as, in the common riſk of being right or 
wrong, it e happens that they 

make 
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make a fortunate diſtinction, which al- 
ways gives them a ſufficient proportion of 
fame and character to anſwer their purpo- 
ſes of attraction ;—and as ſuperſtition and 
folly are always on their fide, the advan- 
tages are conſiderably in their favour:— 
While the numbers who are induced to 
viſit them, from mere curioſity or amuſe- 
ment, add to the emoluments of their 
extraordinary profeſſion, ' 


« Of the latter, was this unfortunate 
laly, who has literally fallen a ſacrifice to 
the idle project of laughing at a conjurer. 
With this view, accompanied by two plea- 
ſant females of her acquaintance, ſhe 
ſought the abode of one of theſe profeſſional 
oracles; and, in order to heighten the 
joke, ſhe had diſguiſed herſelf in the moſt 
unwieldy appearance of a pregnant fitua- 
tion.—In this form ſhe appeared before 
the aſtrologer, and, in a tremulous tone of 
aſſumed apprehenſion, demanded if it 
would be her lot to have two, three, or 
B 5 four 
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four children. The cunning man, who 
was conjurer enough to diſcover the plot, 
determined to be revenged of it; and with 
all the Tolemnity of his ſituation, informed 
her that the number of children with which 


ſhe was pregnant, was beyond the reach 


of his art, becauſe it was deſtined in the 
book of fate, that they ſhould not ſee the 
light, —and that, in the ſtruggles of na- 
ture to make her a mother, ſhe herſelf 
would periſh, 


e The lady, nettled at the declaration, 
and eager to prove the falſehood of his 


prediction, let fall her bundle on the floor, 
and expected to derive no ſmall amuſement 


from the prophet's confuſion: but he, who 
was well verſed in all the arts and impu- 
dence of his trade, and was prepared for 
all contingencies that might happen in the 
courſe of it, retained the fi! force of his 


philoſophic gravity; and w. © ſhe began 


to exerciſe her raillery upon his wover-tail- 
ing ſagacity, he, with a ſtcady, anmoved 
aſpect, 
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aſpect, aſſured her, that his vaticination 
would be realized, and that ſhe would die 

in child-bed.—Irritated by his unmoved 
ſolemnity, the ſuffered her wit to riſe into 
pettiſhneſs and anger; —but he replied, 
again and again, in the ſame peremptory 
tone, that her fate would be that which 
he had predicted, 


* 


« In ſhort, this poor lady, inſtead of 
having got a good laugh at the expence 
of the fortune-teller, and furniſhed herſelf 
with a ſubje& of laughter for others, 
returned home diſappointed of both, and 
ina ſtate of mind by no means diſpoſed to 
mirth or levity ; while the prophetic de- 
claration not only dwelled ſtrongly in her 
remembrance, but occaſioned, at times, 
a very painful djection of ſpirits.— This, 
however, is not the worſt part of the ſtory; 
tor when the after wards became pregnant, 
her apprehenſions, —which ſhe was, at the 
fame time, aſhamgd to diſcloſe, grew 
Gly upon her; and, in the act of becom- 

BS: 5 ing 
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ing a mother, put an end to her exiſt- 
ENCE. | | 


e The ladies who accompanied her on 
the ridiculous, but fatal errand, to the for- 
tune-teller, very prudently keep the ſecret 
to themſelves ;—and they and your Lord- 
ſhip are the only perſons, at this time, ac- 
quainted with the extraordinary tranſ- 
action.— As for myſelf, you may be al- 
ſured T ſhall do every thing in my power 
to prevent the publication of an event, 
that might bring a profeſſion into diſcre- 
dit, which is affording continual aſſiſtance 
to the operations of your humble ſervant 
and his honourable brotherhood. —But of 
this oracular profeſſion, you ſhall, hereafter, 
be more particularly informed, when I have 
an opportunity of conducting you to one 
or -other of theſe repoſitories of future 
events. | 


such is the hiſtory,” continued the 
Demon, of the funeral pomp that has 
| juſt 


IN ENGLAND, 19 


juſt paſſed along the ſquare, of which we 
have here but a very imperfect view ;— 
we will, therefore, if you pleaſe, remove 
our ſituation to a more commanding pro- 
ſpect of it, where we will finiſh the re- 
maining half hour of our morning ſpecu- 
lations.” | 


The propoſition was no ſooner made 
than accepted, and the Count found him- 
ſelf in an inſtant tranſported to a poſition, 
where his attention was immediately en- 
gaged by a very beautiful woman, who, 
while ſne graſped the hand of an elderly 
gentleman, appeared to be making very 
earneſt enquiries of him, with a counte- 
nance that expreſſed an agitation of the 
deepeſt concern. 


e That admirable woman,” ſaid the 
Demon, * is enquiring of a phyfician 
concerning the ſtate in which he has found 
her huſband ; and the tear in his eye, —for 
a long acquaintance with ſick chambers 

5 has 
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has not yet hardened his theart,—informy 
her that ſhe muſt expect the worſt, He 
will anſwer her preſent queſtions by his 
friendly exhortations to call forth all her 


reſolution into exertion, againſt the event 


that is 'this moment approaching ; and 
which, while I am ſpeaking, is making 
her children fatherleſs and herſelf a widoy, 


« To tell you the truth, it is not the 
mere loſs of an huſband, whom ſhe never 
loved with any degree of paſſion, —and 
who, though naturally a good -natured 
man, had, from diſtreſſes in the latter part 
of his life, changed his former reſpedtu] 
conduct into actual ill- treatment, that ſhe 
derives the poignancy of her preſent mi- 
ſery, but from the manner in which ſhe 
ſuſpects he has ended his life, and the in- 
volved ſtate in which ſhe has reaſon to 
apprehend, from ſuch a circumſtance, he 
muſt have left his family. As this poor 
gentle man's hiſtory is ſomewhat fingular, 
1 will give you the leading features of it. 

s His 


be K 
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« His father was the only ſon of a 
gentleman of ancient family and ſmall 
ſortune, in the weſtern part of Scotland, 
who, in the troubles which agitated that 


country, in the earlier periods of the pre- 
ſent century, was an unhappy ſharer'in the 


deſolations of war, which ruined ſo many of 


his countrymen. IHe died foon after, 
leaving a ſon of about fifteen years of age, 
to make his way in the world, with no 
other patrimony but the laſt bleſſing of 
his father. The young man having no 
means of ſupport but ſuch as chance threw 
in his way, was glad to enter into the ſer- 
vice of a gentleman eminent for his bo- 
tanical purſuits, and with whom he ac- 
quired that knowledge which qualified 
him afterwards to become the gardener 
of a nobleman who refided in one of the 
moſt cultivated parts of North Britain. 


8 He was of an age, at the death of 
his father, to feel the full force of his fa- 
mily misfortunes,—and he never ceaſed to 

conſider 


1 
1 3 , 


- = . 
n —— 


£& Ex 


8 
1 
* 
* 

g 

: 
#1 

: 

- 

? 
OY 
99 
BF 

: LY 

=_ 
q n 

i: 


7% a * Pane = . — * * = _ 2 - _ 8 
r K r E - 2 bs 
_——— G ul — — — — — * 
. = „ 5 1 : " — 4 
= * — — es 7 * S r 0 * * 7 is 
| þ — 2 — . N 


— —0 — — 
- 1 8 
55 og 4 », 3 
— Bo 5 21 
— 2 —— 2 — 


— 


— . 


5 - 4 — . 


n 2 Y 
whe p « 


— * US $: 


Tx 1 . =- 
* 1 F- IS 
N ant 1581 A 

— 22 
* * : 
2 Ke. 
3 2 


16 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


conſider his menial profeſſion as a ſtate of 
degradation ; which, though it might not 
be changed, by a change of fituation, 
would be attended with leſs mortification 


to himſelf in a country where his origin 


was not known, and his humiliation would 
not be aggravated by the circumſtances 
around him. He might not alſo be with- 
out hopes, that he ſhould find that good 
fortune in the ſouthern part of the iſland, 
which ſo many of his countrymen had 
found before him.—In ſhorr, he quitted 
Scotland, and with a wife and a little boy, 
— who has juſt ceaſed to be the huſband of 
the very lady now beneath your eye, — 
took the direct road for London. 

5 When this little travelling party was 
arrived within a few miles of the metro- 
polis, at the cloſe of a ſultry ſummer's 

day, and extremely fatigued with the 
journey of it, they were tempted to turn 
out of the road to a large houſe, in order 


to requeſt a little hoſpitable refreſhment 
| from 
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from the maſter of it.—As it happened, 
they found him ſtanding at the gate of 
his court- yard; and, with the humility of 
diſtreſs, but in a tone far above the com- 
mon cant of beggary, they offered their 
petition, that he would ſuffer his ſervants 
to give them a cup of ſmall- beer and a 
morſel of bread: 


« He was a gentleman of very large 
fortune, and of a ſingular but inoffenſive 
character, whoſe retired life had taken its 


ſhape and colour from a diſappointment 


in love, when he was of an age for that 
tyrannic paſſion to make an impreſſion 
upon him.——He did a great deal of good 
in his neighbourhood, —but his benevo- 
lence ſeemed rather to proceed from the 
occaſional impulſe of whim and caprice, 


than from any ſettled principle of huma- 


nity.— When, therefore, theſe poor people 
made their requeſt, it happened not to be 
a generous moment with him; and, ſo far 
from yielding to their entreaties, he ſpoke 
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to them in a chiding tone,—and had al. 
ready turned away, when the little boy, a 
it were, intuitively ſeized the ſkirt of his 
coat, and with the filent eloquence of his 
entreating looks, enforced the petition of 
his parents. This ſingular and unexpected 
circumſtance turned the good man's mind, 
in a moment, to all the fulneſs of compaſ- 
{jon ; when, taking the child by the hand, 
he led him through the court, and bidding 


the man and his wife to follow, he con- 


ducted them into the houſe, and ordering 


a plentiful meal to be ſer before them, 


gave directions that they ſhould be brought 
to his ſtudy as ſoon as they had finiſhed 
it—He-there received them with renewed 
kindneſs, and deſired them to tell their 
_ paſt hiſtory and their future proſpects.— 
Theſe were related with all the ſimplicity 
of truth and the humility of misfortune. 


The gentleman then peruſed the cer- 
tificates of the gardener's former ſervice, 
and immediately hired him in that capa- 
| city, 
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city, appointed his wife to the ſuperin- 
tendance of a diary, —and promiſed, if 
they behaved themſelves with the fidelity 
he had a right to expect, that he would 
take care and provide for their little boy. 
Ihe woman, among other good qualities, 
was very handſome, and, on the death of 
her huſband, which happened ſoon after, 
by a fall from an horſe, became the confi- 
dential houſe-keeper, and, as the neigh- 
bourhood believed, the miſtreſs of her 
maſter.— Be that as it may, he educated 
the boy as his own ſon, and when he died, 
left him the ſole heir of his jarge fortune, 
and with particular injunctions that he 
ſhould take his name. 


The young gentleman, when he came 
of age, quitted the ſpot of his good for- 
tune, where all the circumſtances of it 
were ſo well known, and purchaſed a 
large property in a diſtant county, where 
he married the lady whom you now ſee,— 
ao was the daughter of a man of very 
large 
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large fortune and ancient family.—Yq 
will do her no more than juſtice in con- 
ſidering her as a woman who, in charm 
of perſon, elegance of manners, and re- 
finement of underſtanding, is equalled by 
few, and excelled by none of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed women of this country, 
She was very young when it was her pa. 
rents pleaſure to unite her to a man 
whoſe education had been conducted by 
a diſſenting teacher, of rigid morals, con- 
fined learning, and little knowledge of 
the world ;—and which, of courſe, wa 
not calculated to form ſuch an huſband 

as would make her happy.—He was proud 
of her ſuperior qualities, and treated he! 
wi ith the moſt ref] pectful attention bit 
he had not a mind that could anſwer u 
her's;—and her life has been one cottl- 
nued ſtruggle to be reſigned to a ſituation 
in which ſhe could not find contentment.— 
He was anxious after importance, —lovel 
to be conſidered as a perſon of conke- 


quence, — became a member of parlis 
. ment, 
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ment, —lived in elegance—diſtreſſed him- 
{elf by purchaſing eſtates beyond his abi- 
lity,—and applied to the gaming of the 


finds in order to extricate himſelf from 


the difficulties that oppreſſed him. — In 
this laſt buſineſs, he, like many others, 


proved very unfortunate ;—and has ſhel- 


tered himſelf from approaching ruin, in the 
arms of death. | 


« His lovely widow will feel all the 
diſtreſſes of her unmerited fituation ;—be 
obliged to leave the great world, of which 
ſhe was the ornament, for a-' diſtant retire- 
ment, which ſhe will, however, render ho- 
nourable ; and where, after a little time, ſhe 
vill recover from the ſhock of fortune, and 
enjoy more real ſatisfaction than ſhe ever 
experienced in the former,—and which, 
in the language of the world, would be 
alled the proſperous part of her life.” 


© There is no end,” ſaid Don Cleofas, 


of the variety of human misfortune 
| | «© But 
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«© But that event,” interrupted Aſmo. 
deus, © which brings all human con. 
cerns to the ſame colour ;—and, if You will 
glve your attention a little, to the right 
of the houſe which contains the laſt object 
of your conſideration, you may contem- 
plate a dying ſcene of a new complexion, 
and moſt affecting circumſtance. 


5 e In that white bed is the faded form 
of early beauty, which is about to eſcape 


has not yet been contaminated, and from 
whence her virtuous ſpirit will return to 
the fountain of it.— She is now approach- 
ing to the extreme limits of life ;— the 
lively emotions which at preſent animate 
her frame, are the laſt exertions of m- 


ture.—The chearing ſmile of her counte- de 
nance does but precede the languid com- ſo 
poſure of death ;—and all thoſe eager looks 92 
are the laſt office which her eyes will per- W 
form; —in a few minutes thoſe orbs wil 0 , 

c 


be ſet in darkneſs. At preſent ſhe is in 
1 the 
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the delirium of ſinking nature, —and 
thinks ſhe ſees the form of her mother 
fitting on a cloud, and ſtretching forth 
her arms to embrace her:—She is now 
deſcribing the happy viſion to the af- 
ficted friends who ſurround her,—and 
as ſhe ſinks gently into death ,—fancies 
that * riſes into glory.“ . 


e exclaitned the Count, © tho? 
an affecting, is a charming ſcene:“ 
& And I would with pleaſure,” ſaid the 


leave you a little to the indulgence of 


but I am forced to interrupt them, by cal- 
ling your immediate attention to a cham- 
ber, in which you muſt perceive ſeveral per- 
ſons ſurrounding z a bed, —ang where a ce! e- 
mony is, at this moment, performing, 
which is, I believe, ſeldom deferred to a 


and a Might ſketch of 1 It will unfold all the 
cir- 


— 
—— — 
——ũ—g—— —— 


Demon, “ if time did not preſs upon me, 


thoſe ſentiments which ſuch a picture as 
this muſt awaken in ſuch a mind as your's; 


dying hour. It is a curious little hiſtory, 
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is now arranging there, and would be per- 
fectly unintelligible to you without ſuch 


is 


circumſtances of the ſingular buſineſs which 


an explanation. 


« I muſt ba the favour of you then,” 
continued Aſmodeus, not to be ſurpriſed, 
when I tell you, that it is nothing let, 
my good friend, than a wedding which is 
at this moment, celebrating before you.— 
Hymen, as it appears, 1s mingling the 
light of his torch with that which proceeds 
from the flambeau of Death.—You muſt 
know then, that the lady, now bolſtered 
up to receive an huſband, has, for many 
years, been the miſtreſs, and I will add, 
the faithful miſtreſs of the worthy noble- 
man who is now uniting himſelf to her 
under the ſanctions of law and religion.— 
She has, for ſome time, beerr confined to 
her bed; and when the phyſician declared 
her recovery was hopeleſs, her noble pro- 
teftor made her a viſit which he thougit 


would be the laſt ; and with an humane 
deſign 


— — OE We 
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deſign to give a perſon he had ſo long 


loved, every poſſible conſolation in her laſt 


hours, made an unreſerved offer of doing 


any thing and every thing in his power to 
ſatisfy * mind at that awful period which 
he believed was approaching. 


ce After ſome heſitation, and an ex- 
preſſive look of ſilent gratitude, ſhe told 
him, in a feeble voice, and with inter- 
rupted articulation, that it would quiet all 


the alarms ſhe ſuffered reſpecting her fu- 


ture allotment, and tranquillize her doubt- 
ing ſpirit, at once, into perfect compoſure 
and reſignation, if ſne could but die his 
wife. There was ſtill ſtrength and life 
enough in her, as ſhe believed, to go 


through that ceremony which would give 


her the conſolatory and ſanctifying privi- 


lege of calling him her huſband, and re- 


ceive a rightful embrace from him, before 
ſhe ſunk into the arms of death. 


He is a man of ſenſibility, and, under 


che influence of thoſe feelings which the 
Vol VE C | cir- 


* x wu — 


4 > * " 
: F * 1 p 1 . 2 q 
— © g # 3. Tx} 0 a a 1 = 
8 n 3 = 4 8 «4 kak - b 4 -— 
* - . - * - — 
VP goo Woes - = 1 _ 
rc a IRE EE HET 2 _ \ 


n 
PA 


* * 
8 


- - — k "y wit 1 "7 * * 
ur 5 ; Tt < 

x.» OL re EARS 
2 , * — _— w a 


er 


Eo ESR Gn oo ARE 
- —_ * 


_ - a KT 
8 * 4 3 1 el 
PIR. ade tree rn 
2 — bs = ve S - 
2 2 22 — 


3 


26 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


circumſtances of the moment had awaken- 
ed in his heart, he promiſed to fulfil the 
requeſt, conſidering his acquieſcence with 
it, as an act of humanity to a dying friend, 
which it was his duty to perform. —A few 
hours only were neceſſary to obtain the 
licence for a private marriage, and while [ 
have been relating the ſtory, rhe buſineſs 
has been completed. The noble Lord 
will now take an affect ionate leave of his 
bride, in the certain expectation of never 
ſeeing her again; and he will be no ſooner 
gone, than ſhe will take leave of her bed, 
and all the farce of a ſick and dy ing cham- 
ber, which has been moſt artfully, and, as 
it turned out, moſt ſucceſsfully employed, 
to enjoy a title and a coronet during the 
reſt of her days.” | 
« This, I think,” ſaid the Count, ſmi- 
ling, © can be conſidered in no other light 
than that of a reſurrection ; and, therefore, 
concludes all this morning's ſcenes of 


death with dramatic propriety.” It 
will, 
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will, therefore,” obſerved the Devil upon 
Two Sticks, © form a very proper con- 
cluſion to our preſent excurſion. In the 
evening I will renew the pleaſing office of 
your intellectual conductor.“ 


As he 3 theſe words, the Demon 
tranſported Don Cleofas with the uſual 
expedition to his hotel, where he imme - 
diately left him to the indulgence of his 
ſolitary reflections. 


DEY1L UPON TWO STICKS 


CHAP. XI. 
DREAM S. 


ON CLEOFAS had whiled away the 

afternoon in eating his dinner and 
muſing overhis coffee, and the evening in 
thrumming on his guittar, and ſlumbering 
on his ſofa.— It was indeed already mid- 
night, and the Devil upon Two Sticks had 
not yet made his appearance; — ſo that the 
Count began to think of paſſing the night 
on a ſoft feather bed, inſtead of balconies 
or the roofs of houſes.— It was however his 
good fortune to be ſummoned ſoon after 
to the latter ſituation, by the appearance 
of his diabolic friend. 


cc J expect, ſaid the Demon, on enter- 
ing the room, © to find your Lordſhip 
under the impulſe of a little impatience at 
| bs 
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my having left you ſo long to the ſociety 
of your own lucubrations- 
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« By no means, anſwered the Count; 
« for you have been ſo kind as to furniſh 
them with ſubjects which might give an 15 
intereſting employment to a much more ug 
extended portion of ſolitude than the few 4 
hours you have been abſent from me.— 
Iwill however acknowledge, that I began 1 
to doubt whether your various occupa- "oi 
tions would ſuffer you to favour me with 4 
your company to-night ;—and had already 
looked towards ſome pleaſant dreams, as: 
I hoped, for the amuſement of it.“ 


ce Nor ſhall you be diſappointed,” re- 
| plied. the Demon, but it ſhall be at the 
expence of other people's ſlumbers. We 

will paſs the time, till day-light, if you 


pleaſe, in company with the dreamers of 

this great town,—and I will undertake to 

| unfold the fancy that agitates or delights 
them. 
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c This will be,” anſwered the Count, 
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« a moſt curious-ſource of entertainment; 
and ſome very ſingular hiſtories will, I 


doubt not, proceed from it.“ 


« Juſt the ſame,” replied the Demon, 
c which you have ſeen in the waking 
hours of mankind: The ſame ſcenes of 
pleaſure and of pain,— of ſucceſs and diſ- 
appointment, will appear in dreams as in 
real life, with no other difference than is 


to be found between nature and caricature, 


—between comedy and pantomime, 


« But till, I preſume,” ſaid Don Cle- 
ofas, © all is not fabulous which has been 


reported and believed concerning the 


prognoſtics of theſe nocturnal viſions.” 


&« As for that,” anſwered Aſmodeus, 


*< ] ſhall only obſerve to you, that they 


are very dangerous guides, —and I would 
not recommend you to truſt them. 
They may be ſaid, with great propriety, 

to 
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to be nothing more than arrant liars, who 
ſometimes, accidentally, tell the truth. — 
and though they have poſſeſſed an influ- 
ence they by no means deſerved, in che 
ages of darkneſs, ignorance, and ſuper- 
ſtition, —in the preſent enlightened period, 
unleſs among the weak and enthuſi- 
aſtic, who will be found at all periods, 
and to the end of the world, the viſions of 
the night have loſt their power over the 
reaſon of the day.—It is now, however, 
time for us,” added the Demon, © to 
proceed on our career;”—and the Count 

exprefling his ready acquieſcence, they ſal- 
lied forth from the hotel, and were very 
ſoon commodiouſly ſituated to take a 
commanding view of the particular objects 
of their nocturnal expeditions. 


8 Lock continued the Demon, “in- 
to that elegant little chamber in the up- 
per ſtory of the houſe immediately oppo- 
ſite to us you will there ſee a beautiful 
young lady, who is not yet aſleep, pre- 
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paring herſelf for all the pains or delights 
of viſionary love, which dreams, ſo often, 
afford to youthful fancies.” 


If it did not break in upon the ſyſtem 


of the night,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © I ſhould 


be glad to have my curioſity gratified, by 


_ ſome little hiſtory of thoſe ſtudies, which 


are ſo intereſting as to 0 keep her from her 
repoſe.” | 


de You ſhall be inſtantly ſatisfied,” 
anſwered Aſmodeus ; © the hiſtory is af- 
fecting, and, which is more, —it is true; 


E beſides, we have time enough, and the 


further we advance into the night, the 
more pleaſing our diſcoveries will prove; 
as, according to a favourite poet of old,. — 
who was a dreamer alſo in his time, —it is 
towards the morning, when the fumes 
of alimentary food are evaporated, that 
dreams become more agreeable, and leſs 
romantic.“ 


© As 
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« As for Ovid,” replied Don Cleofas, 
„* for he, I preſume, is the poet whoſe 
ſentiments are honoured with your allu- 
fion, we will leave him and his poetry for 
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the immediate occupation of an object, 


for whoſe ſake, were I one of his divi- 
nities, I ſhould have no objection whats 
ever to be metamorphoſed into the book 
ſhe holds in. her hand.” | 


Without further delay, then, ſaid 


Aſmodeus, © I. ſhall inform you, that the 
envied volume contains the following. 
hiſtory ; which, being written in an epiſ- 
tolary form, as given by a perſon per- 
fectly acquainted with it, to a lady whoſe 
curioſity was engaged to be minutely ſa- 
tisfied on the ſubject,. —I ſhall relate it in 
the very manner and words in which it is: 
written,” 1 


* 
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THE EFFECTS OF SENSIBILITY, 
IN A 
LETTER TO A LADY. 


A TRUE STORY. 


© MADAM, 

I Received the honour of your 
letter ſome days ago; and the ſtate of my 
mind, which your humanity will readily 
conceive, as I truſt your goodneſs will ex- 
cuſe, has prevented me from paying an 
immediate attention to it, and a more 
ready obedience to the commands with 
which it honours me. | 


% No one is, I believe, —nay, no one 
can be ſo well qualified as myſelf to give 
the, hiſtory of the gentleman, the circum- 
ſtances of whole life are become fo natural 
an object of your humane curioſity ;—as I 
was a Witneſs of every action, and the 


confidant, I may preſume, of eyery thought 
| of 


% 
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of it, till our laſt ſeparation.—Since that 


time, I muſt give my relation from the 


account of others, whoſe authority 1s, as 
you well know, of the moſt unqueſtion- 
able nature.— I ſhall proceed, therefore, 


without any further obſervation, or any 


unneceſſary apology, to the little intereſt- 
ing hiſtory which I have your commands 
to communicate to you. 


ce Mr. M-——— was a native of Dub- 
lin, and the natural ſon of a gentleman of 
very confiderable fortune in the kingdom 


of Ireland, —who lived with the mother of 


his Child, in every reſpect as if ſne had 


been his wife, —and educated the boy as 
the declared heir of his eſtate.— It ſo hap- 
pened that my mother was his nurſe, and 


he taking a natural affection for his foſter- 


brother, 1 was, on that account, ſent to 


ſchool with him, and partook of all the 


advantages of his education, -was treated 


in every reſpect like himſelf, and never 


quitted him till his laſt retreat, —for ſo, 
| GY ſurely, 
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ſurely, I may be permitted to call it, into 
the North of England. 


«ao it would be not only tedious but 
ſuperfluous, as to the principal object of 

this letter, to relate the events of his boy- 
| iſh days, though many of them would 
Prepare you for thoſe of his ſucceeding 
years ;—T ſhall only obſerve, that he was 
moſt deſervedly the darling of his parents, 
Hand paſs on to that period when it was 
thought proper to give the laſt finiſh to 
his education, by diſmiſſing him to the 
tour of Europe.—As he loved me with 
the affection of a brother, I was, at his 

earneſt ſolicitation, appointed to accom- 
many him. 


« He was not quite nineteen years of 
age when he left Ireland, and the period 
allotted for his return, was a ſhort time 
before he ſhould be of age. We ſtayed 
three or four months in England, in order 
to viſit ſome particular parts of it; from 

thence 
3 
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thence we proceeded to Paris, and con- 
tinued our route through Switzerland, &c. 
to Italy.— Nor will it be doing Mr. 
M. more than juſtice, by declaring, 
that he had hitherto conducted - himſelf 
with the moſt conſummate prudence, and 
was the admiration of all who ſaw him.— 
In the common. progreſs of our tour we 
arrived at , a place from whence 
he may date all the misfortunes of his 
life, | 


« A young lady, of a noble family in 
that city, being to take the veil, our 
curioſity led us to be preſent at ſuch an 
intereſting ceremony z—and my friend be- 
came inſtantly, and ſo deeply enamoured 
of one of the religious females who aſſiſted 
on the occaſion, that he returned home in 
a ſtate of the moſt penſive depreſſion. — 
Every endeavour was uſed, on my part, 
to diſſipate his uneaſineſs, but in vain.— 
Indeed this ſtrange and unexpected paſ- 
lion increaſed with ſo much rapidity, and 

to 
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to ſuch a degree of violence, that it to- 
tally changed his exterior appearance, and 
1 ſuffered no common alarms at the ap- 

parent effects it had on his health.—To 
check his feelings, by reaſoning upon the 
matter, would have been a fruitleſs ex- 
ertion of my duty, - and to have convinced 
him, if it had been in my power, that it 
was not within the compaſs of poſſibility to 
obtain the object of his wiſhes, would only 
have haſtened that deſpair which ſeemed 
already to threaten him. 


J thought it very extraordinary that 
he ſhould have been ſo violently affected 
by an object whom he had beheld but 
once, — and in the croud of a public ſolem- 
nity, where he could not have ſeen her but 
in the formalities of devotion, — nor have 

heard her voice, but as it aided the choral 
muſic: Nor did I know, for ſome time, 
that he had even converſed with her, when 
her tongue had completed the magic of 
her eyes.—But on this particular occa- 
5 5 ſion, 
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ſion, he for once decei ved me; for ht had 
contrived to ſee the lady. at the grate of 
her convent, and, in a packet of ſweet- 
meats which he preſented to her, hid en- 
cloſed an ardent declaration of his paſſion, 
and an offer to riſk his life in ſnatching 
her from the ſurrounding walls, and to 
unite himſelf to her for ever. 


At this time, I muſt obſerve, that 
Mr. M—— was every thing that a woman 
of ſenſibility could wiſh for in man.— 
Nor can I wonder, when I recolle& what 
| he then was, that ſhe could be ſo eaſily 
perſuaded to liſten to his extravagant pro-. 
poſitions.— This communication between 
them had continued for near a month 
without my having been made privy to 
the buſineſs. — He ſometimes went out 
alone, — but it was always in ſuch an open 
and undiſguiſed manner, that I could not 
ſuſpect he had any, eſpecially ſuch a diffi- 
cult and dangerous, project in contempla- 
tion, | 7 : 
At 
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At length, however, he thought pro- 


per to inform me of his proceedings ;— 


and, as we were one evening taking the 
air in his coach, after enlarging a great 
deal, and in a very affecting manner, on 
the force of his paſſion, he proceeded to 
acquaint me. with the ſucceſs it had met 


with, and the promiſes. he had made.— 


He then, in an altered, and very deter- 


mined tone of voice, declared the reſolu- 
tion he had taken to riſk every. thing in 


fulfilling his engagements.. 


« I was in reality. ſo aſtoniſhed and 


confounded at. this declaration, as to be 


rendered wholly incapable of giving him 


an immediate anſwer; — and before I could 
recover myſelf, to enter upon the duty of 


. remonſtrance, he ſaid, in a manner the 
moſt affecting that can be conceived,— 


© We were nouriſhed at the ſame breaſt; 


6 —qur wiſhes, our deſires, and our 


© tempers have hitherto been the ſame;— 
and our mutual happineſs has thus far 


* been 
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© been our mutual Care ;—by theſe, and 
© by a brother's love,” added he, throw- 


ing his arms about my neck, I conjure 


you to aid me in attaining this great 
object of my heart, —without which, in 
the prime of his days, the life of your 


© friend will be cut ſhort by deſpair.— 


When he was a little recovered from the 
violence of his grief, he informed me 
of his deſign to carry off the lady, who 
was of a noble family, from her monaſtic 
priſon, either by force or ſtratagem, and 
to marry her the moment ſhe was re- 
moved to a place of ſecurity. 2 


To repreſent to him the danger of 
the undertaking, was to tell him of a 
ſhadow ;—and to have expreſſed my ho- 


neſt feelings without reſerve, would have 
been to ſeparate myſelf from him. At 
one time I thought of going to the Britiſh _ 


Miniſter, to conſult him upon the buſi- 
neſs ;—at another, I was determined to 
amuſe him with hopes, and deceive him 

into 
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into protracting the buſineſs, till I could 
make his father acquainted with it.—l 
had it in contemplation allo to convey a 
ſecret intelligence of what was going for- 
ward to the abbeſs of rhe convent. —1 had 
even determined to oppoſe myſelf to the 
proſecution of this ſtrange project, and 
boldly ſtand between my friend and the 
_ folly of undertaking the vain and hazard. 
ous enterprize, which he ſo fondly medi- 
tated. —In ſhort, there was no practicable 
ſcheme of oppoſition which I did not 
at times, adopt, —and they all ended in 
my promiſing to engage in his deſt en; — 
to aſſiſt him in carrying off his Ae. or 
to ſhare his fate. 


ce Without entering into the particular 
reaſons which might or might not, in 
your opinion, juſtify my conduct, — ſhall 
proceed, Madam, to inform you, that J 
was now admitted to attend my friend to 


the grate of the convent, where 1 ſaw 
| the 
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the lovelieſt woman my eyes had ever be- 
held. To all the ſchemes, however, which 
were continually urged by us, ſhe made 
ſuch unſurmountable objections, that I 
began to believe, and in my cool mo- 
ments to hope, that the whole would end 
in a fruitleſs attempt and certain diſap- 
pointment.— One day, however, I found 
Marguerita,—for that was the lady's name, 
—waiting at the grate with unuſual impa- 
tience i> Have courage,” ſaid the, as 


foon as I approached her, and ere ano- 


ther ſun is ſet, we ſhall be far from dan- 
ger. I have won, continued ſhe, haſti- 
ly, © certain faithful perſons to my intereſt, 
* who have undertaken to facilitate my 
© eſcape, and to partake of it: You 
muſt, therefore, be under the garden 
wall at half an hour after midnight, with 
every thing neceſſary for the flight of us 
* all.” She then left me, without waiting 
for a reply, and I returned to commu- 
nicate theſe joyful tidings to my friend. 
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No time, as may be naturally ſup. 
poſed, was loſt in making preparations; 
and, at the appointed hour, we arrived 
at our deſtination, with a couple of ſer- 
vants well armed, and the neceſſary ap- 
paratus for a ſpeedy journey. We had, 
indeed, ſcarce taken our ſtation, when a 
letter was thrown over the wall and fell at 
my feet: — I had already opened it, and 
was endeavouring to examine its contents 
by the light of the moon, when one of the 
| ſervants came in great haſte to inform us, 
that he had obſerved two perſons, com- 
pletely. armed, who were waiting, at a 
ſmall diſtance from the place where we 
ſtood.—I had ſcarce time to fold up the 
paper and put it in my pocket, when the 
enemy appeared ; and, after a few previ- 
ous queſtions, which were haughtily pro- 
poſed, and as haughtily anſwered, a very 
fpirited combat enſued, in which we were 
victorious, and.left our opponents, to all 
appearance, in the laſt ſtruggles of depart: 
ing life,-The groans of the dying per- 


ſons, 


e On our return home, Mr. M 
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ſons, which we apprehended muſt ſoon 


alarm the cenvent, determined us to re- 
tire. | 


inſtantly fell ſenſeleſs on the floor, which 
filled me with apprehenfions that he had. 
been dangerouſly wounded in the conflict. 
But on ſtripping and examining him, not 
the leaſt hurt of any kind could be diſ- 
covered. — It was the ſevere wound of 
diſappointment that had occafioned his 
fainting, from which he was with much 
difficulty recovered. When, however, his 
ſenſes returned, a flood of tears forced their 
way, and he became ſhortly afterwards 
ſufficiently compoſed to converſe on our 
diſtreſsful ſituation, and to conſider in 

what mode he could renew the deſign 
which had been ſo cruelly fruſtrated. 


*I now recollected the letter which 
had been thrown to us, and opening it, 1 


read as follows: Leave this place, and 
; | © ſpeed 
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ſome degree of comparative ſatisfaction; 
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«© ſpeed inſtantly to Vienna; I will there 
* write to you under the title of the Count 
© de Saint Auban.—Believe me, I am re- 
* ſolved to be your's or to periſh in the 


attempt. — The billet was not in the 


hand-writing of Marguerita,—but that 
circumſtance did not lead us to doubt, 
for a moment, of its having been written 
by her command. 


« Mr. M———, therefore, ſet out the 
following day for Vienna, and I remained 
for a ſhort time aftcr him, as well to avoid 
ſuſpicion, as to learn the conſequences of 


our rencontre. Nothing, however, tranſ- 


pired, — ſo that in a few days I ſet out 
alſo for Germany, and arrived at our deſ- 
tination almoſt as ſoon as my friend. — 
who had travelled very ſlowly, both from 
languor of body and ſorrow of heart. 


«« The firſt week after our arrival paſſed 
away, from the novelty of the place, in 


the 
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the ſecond, however, was very unplea- 
fant indeed, and the third almoſt into- 
lerable; and Mr. M——— had deter- 
mined, if he did not receive a letter from 
Italy when the month was elapſed, to. 
ſatisfy his impatience by returning thi- 
ther without any further delay.—The 
long and anxiouſly expected epiſtle, how- 
ever, arrived juſt in time to ſave us ſuch 
a mortifying journey.—It was big with 
expreſſions of the moſt faithful affection, 
and gave the delightful hopes that we 
might ſoon behold the lovely writer of 
it—This circumſtance gave us new life, 
and three ſuccecding weeks brought the 
ſame encouraging aſſurances. 


« My friend was now rendered cap able 
of ſome recreation and enjoyment, and 
we frequently mingled in the pleaſures 
and ſocieties of the place where we re- 
ſided. But nothing happened of particu- 
lar occurrence, or at leaſt of conſequence 
enough to juſtify its inſertion in this let- 

ter, 
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ter, till one afternoon, as we were walking 
upon the ramparts, we obſerved a young 
man, of genteel appearance, and a moſt 
pleaſing countenance, who had fallen aſleey 
beneath a tree, with a written paper un- 
folded in his hand. —While we were con- 
templating him, he awoke, and immedi. 
ately aroſe in much apparent confuſion; 
which, however, was immediately difji- 
pated when we aſſured him, that the li- 
berty we had taken was not accompanied 
with any curioſity that he could diſap- 
prove,—and that our eyes had never 
glanced towards the contents of the pa- 
per, in the peruſal of which, we preſumed, 
he had ſunk into that lumber which had 
been innocently interrupted by us.—He 
immediately embraced us both, — deſired 
our acquaintance in the moſt obliging 
manner, and inſiſted upon its commencing 
by doing him the favour to ſup with him 
that very evening.—We accordingly ac- 
cepted his invitation, and found him to 
be poſſeſſed of every pleaſing and elegant 
mr > accom- 
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| accompliſhment, which diſtinguiſhes the 


man of birth and education. 


te Our new friend was the Count Che- 
neberg, of a great family in Saxony, and 
was now on his travels by the command 
of his father. The next day we ſaw him 
again, and ſuch an intimacy took place 
between us that we were ſeldom ſeparate, 
—though an event happened which had 
well 4k occaſioned a very fatal NE 
tion to it. | 


« About ten days after our firſt ac- 
quaintance, I had been at the poſt, and 
found a letter from Italy, which I delivered 
to Mr. M in his preſence, who 
read it with emotions of rapture, while 
the other turned pale as he caſt his eyes 
towards it.— I have,” ſaid he, ſighing, 

expected fach a letter as that from Italy, 
for ſome time paſt, but have not been ſo 
* fortunate» as to receive it. 988 


replied Mr, M———;, came . that 
Vor. VI. D gquar - 
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© quarter; and I wiſh you had juſt ſuch 
© an one.” Does it indeed! faid the 
Count. Yes it does, anſwered the 
other ;— there it is,—read it, and par- 
take the happineſs of your friend. — 

ſooner had he ſeen the characters that 
compoſed it, than, kfting up his eyes to 
Heaven, and uttering ſome horrid and 
paſſionate expreſſions on the perfidy of 
women, he returned the letter, and, with a 
few broken apologies, left the room.—We 
were much ſurpriſed at his conduct, but 
the hope of ſoon beholding Marguerita 
turned our thoughts and reflections from 


every other object. 


« The following morning the Count 
came to us, while we were at breakfaſt ;— 
his looks were thoſe of a man who had 
ſuffered the moſt ſevere anxiety,—and they 
told the truth. After a ſhort apology for 
the abruptneſs of his departure the pre- 
ceding night, he informed us that he was 
inviolably attached to a lady, in a convent 

| at 
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at ; and that, in attempting to 
carry her off, he had been attacked by 
ſome of her relations, by whom he was 
wounded and left ſenſeleſs on the ſpot ;— 
but recovering ſoon after, as the imme- 
diate loſs of blood was the only material 
inconvenience he ſuffered, —he heard a 
voice command him to go immediately to 
Vienna, where he ſhould receive inſtruc- 
tions concerning his future conduct.— 
Now Sir, added he, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to Mr. M———, the letter which 
you received laſt night, was written by 
* the hand of one who has penned as ten- 
der declarations of love and conſtancy 
to me, as ſhe has done to you, and if 
© her name ſhould be Celeſtina' © Stop 
© your threats, replied my friend, who 
how began to recover from the trouble 
which the Count's diſcourſe had occa- 
fioned, —* ſtop your threats, ſaid he, as 
© they are very unpleaſant for a man of 
© ſpirit to hear, - and oftentimes awaken 
© a. ſpirit of reſentment which bars all 

D 2 proof 
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proof that they are not deſerved :—Be at 
reſt, her name is Marguerita ;—I am 
not your rival, —and the ſingularity of 
dur fates ſhould confirm our friendſhip. 
My affections are rivetted with a force 
equal toyour's, and I was prevented like 
© you, from poſſeſſing, at this moment, 
the object of them; but my arm was 
© more fortunate than your's,—and for 
eyer prevented my opponent from 
again imaging the happineſs of 
© lovers.” Alas, alas ſaid the Count, 
embracing him, I now know that voice 
© again, —and we have only to join in 
© curſing our unpropitious ſtars. It was 
I myſelf who felt the force of that arm 
which now embraces me, and had we 
then known each other, we ſhould now 


have been moſt happy.” 


N 
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« Without attempting to deſcribe the 
ſcene which this eclairciſſement produ- 
ced, I ſhall paſs on to a future day of no 
great diſtance, when a billet arrived from 
the 
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the ſame perſon who had written all the 
letters in queſtion, deſiring us to fly im- 
mediately to the hotel where ſhe 1 was Juſt 
arrived. 


ce Wings would not have been ſwift 
enough to have carried us thither ; we ar- 
rived breathleſs, and the moment Mr. 
M——— entered the chamber to which 
ve had been conducted, he found himſelf, 


as he thought, in the arms of Marguerita. 
At this moment, the Count, who had fol- 


lowed us, entered the room alſo, and ſaw 
my friend half dead in the arms of Celeſ- 


tina.— This is per fidy, ſaid he, | drawing 


his ſword, which merits inſtant puniſh= 
ment, — and ſhall find it. I fortunate- 
ly ſeized his arm, or they would both 
ha ve become the — victims of his 
miſtaken * 


© By this time Mr. M had 
ſtarted back from Celeſtina, and ſhe from 
him, —and the confuſion of us all was not 
| * a eaſily 
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eaſily to be deſcribed, till Marguerita, pre- 
ſenting herſelf from a cabinet, without the 
leaſt expeRation of meeting us, ran for- 
ward to diſſipate it.— In a ſhort time, 
therefore, all was perfect ſatisfaction, and 
I had the pleaſure of ſeeing an end to ſuſ- 
penſe and danger, in the long wiſhed for 
meeting of theſe ardent lovers, 


« The evening was paſſed i in relating all 
the difficulties which had attended the 
_ eſcape of theſe lovely fugitives, and were 
the cauſe of that jealouſy which had diſ- 
. turbed us before their arrival. —The letter 
which I have already mentioned to have 
been thrown from the wall, was intended 
for the Count, as were all the ſucceeding 
ones that arrived from the fame quarter 
at Vienna; but it may be eaſily imagined, 
that in ſuch a ſimilarity of circumſtances, 
the ſentiments they contained were equally 
applicable to both parties. 


«© The two nuns having been faithful to 


their 3 * met in the ſame 
place 
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place for the ſame purpoſe; and though 

fruſtrated in their deſign, they were, for- 
tunately, neither diſcovered, nor even ſuſ- 
pected. —A ſimilarity of ſituation natu- 
rally brought on a mutual confidence, and 
that was ſoon exerted in contriving ſome 
new method of making their eſcape. 


cr Celeſtina had no doubt that her lover 

was at Vienna, and Marguerita flattered 
| herſelf with the certain hope that ſhe ſhould 
find her's when ſhe was at liberty to make 
enquiries after him.—Celeſtina being a re- 
lation to the Lady Abbeſs, and in her con- 
fidence, was thereby enabled to execute her 
deſign without difficulty: Marguerita was 
the companion of her flight, and all their 
trouble and alarms were ſoon recompenſed, 
by finding the mutual objects of them. 


ce The fair runaways being in need of 
reſt, we returned to our lodgings; and, in 
the morning, while we were waiting to re- 
ceive a ſummons from them, Marguerita 
D 4 came 
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came alone in a carriage, and deſiring us 
to get into it, ſhe expreſſed a wiſh that 
the coachman might be ordered to take 
us one of our uſual airings.—Her com- 
mands were inſtantly obeyed, — and being 
arrived at ſome ſmall diſtance from the 
ſuburbs of the town, ſhe addreſſed herſelf 
to Mr. M — in a very collected 
and determined manner, to the following 

| effedt j— te 


KS! Fans now given you every proof of 
affection in my power :—T have left 
my family,—my country,—nay, my re- 
putation itſelf for your ſake ;—from the 
ſame motives, I have riſqued my life ;— 

nor do I mean to harbour a doubt of 
your fidelity or your honour ;—every 
engagement you have made to me I am 
certain you are ready to fulfil ; but there 
yet remains ſomething due to myſelf ;— 
and though I had formed a determina- 
tion, relative to my conduct, between 
a the t time ! ſhould ſee you again and that 
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* of our final union, it has now been more 
« duly deliberated, and the circumſtances 
© of it, in ſome degree, changed, from 
© the ſituation of my friend, the com- 
© panion of my flight. The Count,“ con- 


tinued ſhe, returned immediately after 


vou had all left us, and offered ſuch 
© propoſitions to Celeſtina, as made me 
* tremble, and her deſperate.—In ſhort, 
he declared, that he could not openly 
© marry her without his father's conſent, 
and he was certain that could never be 
obtained. He, therefore, propoſed a 
© ſecret marriage,—or a diſdain of public 


opinion in living with him, zunreſtrained 


© by nuptial ties, She reproached him 


* bitterly, and her reproaches went to his 


© heart, He loves her, but ſhould he 
© marry her publicly without his father's 
« approbation, his ruin 1s inevitable; and 
* heis, at this moment, in the cruel ſuſ- 
* penſe of ſacrificing his fortune or his 
* love. -He was, I ſuppoſe, fully per- 
© ſuaded, when Celeſtina had left her con- 
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vent, that, from the ſtrength of her af. 
© fection, ſhe would be weak enough to 
abandon herſelf at once to his pleaſure, 
but neither ſhe nor myſelf broke through 
* our ſecular engagements, with any other 
view than to an honourable eſftabliſh- 
* ment,—in which our conduct would 
prove, to thoſe who might become ac- 
« quainted with our hiſtory, — that it was 
* not from a wanton, fooliſh diſpoſition 
that we bid adieu to a conventual life, 
but the love of liberty, aſſociated to the 
hopes of attaining a ſolid and rational 
happineſs. —Be aſſured Mr. M, 
added ſhe, © I do not harbour the moſt 
© diſtant ſuſpicion of. you; but I am re- 
ſolved to att myſelf, as I have adviſcd 
my friend: I mean to obtain the con- 
ſent of your parents before I marry you; 
© nor will I ſet my foot in the dominions 
© of Great-Pritain, till I receive an invi- 
tation from them, as their intended 
daughter. You will, therefore, conti- 
nue your travels, and I will either pre- 

ä * cede 
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© cede or follow you throughout the courſe 
© of them, — ſo as never to be at that diſ- 
© tance from you which may give you 
© pain, and never to be ſo continually with 
© you, as to give the world any juſt reaſon 
© to determine unfavourably of me. When 
© you ſhall be called home, I will fix my 
© abode on the coaſt of France, where I 
« ſhall be equally impatient with yourſelf 
© to receive that command from your fa- 
© ther, which will inſtantly authoriſe me to 
give my hand, where I have mot irre- 
© yocably given my heart.“ | 


Theſe,” continued ſhe, © are my fixed 
© determinations, which no human power 
* can induce me to change;—and if you 
© ſhould once attempt to exert your great 
© power over me, in order to turn me 
© from them, you ſhall ſee me no more.— 
© ] have ſecured a little treaſure, which 
© will be ſufficient to give me an humble 
* ſupport in any part of the world ;—but 
© I would even return to the convent I 
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have quitted, wich al the added rigours 
« of it, —rather than hear a repetition of 
* thoſe propoſitions which I ſhould con- 
fider as attempts to betray me, — how 
dear ſoever the betrayer might be.—l 


now aſk no proteſting reply from you; 


—your future conduct can alone anſwer 

me. While we ſtay here you will ſce 
us every day ;—and when it becomes ne- 
ceſſary for you to leave this place, | 
will depart, a ſhort time before you, to 
ſome appointed place upon your route, 


where we may meet again.— At preſent 
we will return to my diſconſolate friend, 


whom you will do well to comfort, — 
and alſo to influence the Count, who is 
very much attached to you, to think of 
propoſing nothing that may wound her 


© honour;—but either to obtain, by ſome 
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means or other, the conſent of his fa- 
ther to a legitimate union with Celeſtina, 
or to leave her till that object can be 
_ completed.” | 


&« On 
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e On concluding this addreſs to Mr. 
M———, ſhe burſt into tears, which 
were accompanied by his,—and, I hope, 


not diſhonoured by mine.—After a ſhort. 


filence, which had an equal ſhare of ad- 


miration and diſappointment on the part 
of my friend,—a kind of broken conver- 
fation took place, which continued till we 


arrived at the hotel, where we found the 
Count and Celeſtina in a ſituation that 
called forth all our pity. : 


e We RE, there till midnight, 


contriving various ſchemes for promoting 


the happineſs of this unfortunate pair,— 
He did not, however, think it in the 
ſcope of poſſibility to obtain his father's 


conſent to a legitimate union with Celeſ- 


tina ;—and ſhe, with a pride that became 
her, refuſed to bear a doubtful name, tho? 


ſanctioned by a private marriage.—lIt was 


therefore, at length reſolved, that ſhe 
ſhould remain the companion of Margue- 
rita,—that an epiſtolary correſpondence 
ou 
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ſhould be maintained between her and her 
lover,—and that they muſt be contented 
to wait with patience, till a kinder for- 
tune ſhould ſmile upon them. 


« In a ſhort time after Marguerita leſt 
Vienna for Berlin, —whither we followed 
her in about a week ;—and, notwithſtand- 
ing the object which was before us, our 
departure from that city was greatly em- 
bittered by our ſeparation from the Count, 
whoſe numerous accompliſhments, and en- 
dearing behaviour, had rivetted, even du- 
ring ſo ſhort an acquaintance, our ſincereſt 
affection. From Berlin we paſſed on to 
Hamburgh, where we were moſt agrce- 
ably ſurprized by the arrival of the Count, 
who, having received an account of his 
father's death, as he was leaving Vienna,— 
did not heſitate a moment to take our 
route, till he had joined us at the former 
place, — where we ſaw him united to 
his lovely Celeſtina.— They remained with 
us but a few days, and left us with mutual 

promiſes 
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ame of regard and remembrance.— 
The Count would gladly have " kl 
his ſtay with us,—but it was neceſſary that 
he ſhould return home to take poſſeſſion 
of the wealth and honours of his family. 


« We did not remain long after our 
friends, —but continued our journey thro? 
Holland and the Auſtrian Low Countries, 
till we arrived at Bruges, where it was 
determined Marguerita ſhould remain in 
an Engliſh convent, to learn what ſhe 
imagined was to be the future language of 
her life, —and to wait the ſummons to Ire- 
land, which was to make her the happieſt 
of women. 


ce Ir will be needleſs to prolong my 
narrative with a detail of circumſtances, 
which have no peculiar intereſt to recom- 
mend them ;—I ſhall therefore paſs at 
once to our arrival in Ireland. We now, 
indeed, draw nigh to that critical period 
which was to give ſun-ſhine or ſhade to 

| | the 
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the "RO life of my friend, and ſuch a ſitu- 
ation afflicted me with the moſt poignant 
apprehenſions. — I was aware from the 
beginning, of ſome of the bad effects, at 
leaſt, which have ſince happened ;—at the 
fame Hos I was fully convinced, that if! 


oppoſed the deſign, however dangerous 


or inconſiderate, he would fall a victim 
to deſpair.—To preſerve him, therefore, 
was my firſt obje&t,—and I ſubmitted the 
reſt to the will of Heaven;—nor at this 


moment does my conſcience reproach me. 


On our arrival at Dublin, the old gen- 


tleman's delight was beyond deſcription: 


Indeed, nothing could exceed the ap- 
pearance of his ſon, —nor did his talents 
and qualifications belie his exterior figure 
and deportment.— His mother was with 
difficulty recovered from the ecſtacy of 
embracing her charming boy, as ſhe ten- 
derly called him, - who was now returned, 
in every reſpect equal to the fondeſt hopes 


of maternal affection. 
9 - 3 « As 


r cb 


| « As the period now approached when 
nt Mr. M — would be of age, we all 


ne vent to the family ſear at ſome diſtance 


a WM om Dublin, to celebrate it with great 
lc feſtivity. No expence was ſpared to give 
1 joy to all who were preſent, - and the 
'S Wl fcftive deſign had its, due effect, I believe, 
n i upon every heart but that of my friend 
„and myſelf. —He had doubts which be- 
e clouded his ' happineſs, and I had fears 
+ WO which did not ſuffer me to Enjoy a mo- 
ment's repoſe. 


At length, the hurry of rejoicing be- 
5 — made known 


ing over, Mr. M 1 
to his mother his ſituation and engage- 


the circumſtances of it, and the reſolu- 
tions which he had formed reſpecting it. 
preſſing her in the moſt earneſt manner 
to communicate the whole to his father. — 
That amiable woman uſed every argu- 
ment which her authority and her tender- 
neſs could employ, to turn his thoughts 
from 


ment with Marguerita, together with all 
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from the purpoſed connexion, but to 10 
purpole ; — ſhe then ſent for me, —and, 
after hearing my ſentiments on the buſi 
neſs, ſhe determined to make the 0d 
gentleman acquainted with it,—and to ex 
ert all her influence in procuring the 


| pa 
happineſs of her ſon, though ſhe hal lift 
every reaſon to believe it would be in vain; {Mic 
and ſhe adviſed me to prepare my to 


friend for an immediate and abſolute n- 
fuſal from his father. 


« This lady poſſeſſed a very excellent 
underſtanding, and well knew that a 
ſpeedy determination, whatever it might 
prove, would at all events be the beſt Wc: 
ſhe therefore took the firſt opportunity to 
inform the eller Mr. M of every ci 
cumſtance relative to his ſon's paſſion tor Ne 
Marguerita, and the engagements which {Wa 
had taken place between them, f 


. 

« He heard her with frequent changes If 

of countenance;—and,. when ſhe had told I h 
her 
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ker ſtory, deſired immediately to ſee my 
friend, from whom he received a repeti- 
tion of it: On his filent diſmifſion I was 
old ordered to attend, and give my account of 
ee buſineſs ;—when I was queſtioned very 
thei particularly reſpecting the character, qua- 
had lifications, and family of poor Margue- 
in rica, — Having done juſtice to her and 
to truth, — the old gentleman, without 
making a ſingle obſervation, wiſhed me a 
good night, with his uſual civility, and 
quitted the room. — The next morning, 
at a very early hour, he ſet out for 
Dublin, and left a written order, that we 
ſnould remain in the country till we re- 
ceived notice to follow him. = 


Nt 


te After a week of ſad ſuſpence, we re- 
ceived the expected ſummons — On our 
arrival at his houſe in Dublin, he bid us 
follow him into his library; and, after 
many affecting obſervations, on filial duty, 

5 WW Paternal regard, and domeſtic obligation, 
be continued his diſcourſe to his ſon in 

| the 
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a ſtranger to the many enemies J hay 
made among my relations, and the con. 
tinual ill- uſage I have received from 
them, on account of my tenderneſs fy 
you, — which was ſo great as to deter. 
mine me to make you my heir in prefer 
ence to prior claims. Since your abſence 
from me, however, a propoſal has been 


c 


C 


© made, by ſome of my beſt friends, 1 
unite every part of my family to me, 3 
© without oppoling the deſigns I hal i 
© formed in your favour :—This was nM © 
- © leſs than to marry you to the daughter 


© of my neareſt relation ;—a young lay 
formed to gain the admiration of all v 
© ſee her, and the love of all who knoy 4 
© her;—whoſe heart and hand you mult 


have conſidered as a ſupreme happinel 
to poſſeſs, —if your reaſen had not bee 
ſo ſtrangely perverted by the fatal pre 
© poſſeſſion which has undone you.— 


© entered moſt gladly into this arrange 
: ment, which ſeemed to promiſe fo much 
C happineb 
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happineſs to us all, — and which had 
already flattered me with the hopes that 
my latter days would glide on in peace : 
— Nay, to confirm our domeſtic honour 
and felicity,—I had refolved to lead 
your mother to the altar, — and to ſuffer 
her no longer to bear a dubious name.— 
However, not to do any thing in this 
important buſineſs with a precipitancy 
which might ſavour of paſſion rather 
than judgment, —I have conſulted thoſe 
who could and would adviſe me belt in 
the preſent poſition of our domeſtic cir- 
cumſtances ;—and I have found the ſen- 
timents of my friends to be unanimous 
againſt indulging you in the. marriage 
you propoſe, with a lady of a foreign 
country, —ſpeaking only a foreign lan- 
guage, and profeſſing a different reli- 
gion ;—and who ventured to break the 
moſt ſolemn engagements of a ſacred 
profeſſion -to follow you.—I think all 
mankind will be with me in my deter- 

= © mination 
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© mination not to yield to it.—Indecg 1 Ml + 
might be juſtly conſidered as wantonly wit 
* forfeiting my underſtanding, as well x c 
muy honour, by ſuch a conſent: I mm Ml i 
therefore ſeriouſly and ſolemnly to af 
© youg—and as ſuch a buſineſs as this had 
© better be complete at once, I ſhall not | 
repeat the queſtion, - whether you will Me 
© baniſh from your heart a paſſion which . 
© diſhonours you, or become an alien to. 
your father's affections and ſociety, for . 
. © ever?” | F 


Alfter a very violent conflict in himſel, N. 
that almoſt deprived him of the power of IM 
utterance, my poor, agitated friend de- 
clared that, — not his heart alone, but his WW 
honour, was moſt deeply concerned in MW 

maintaining, to the utmoſt of his power, . 
the engagements he had made — that he 
had formed them in the face of Heaven, — 
and that no power on earth ſhould induce 
him to recede from them. 
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11M Think, young man, ſaid his father, 
ly rich tcars in his eyes, what you are 
33 doing:—I will yet give you time to re. 
« fle&, and ſave yourſelf from ruin.” 


« Sir,” replied my friend, © it appears 
to me, that this will be the laſt oppor- 
* tunity I ſhall ever poſſeſs of performing 
© an act of perſonal duty to you ;—I will 


* rity with which I declare, that my life, 


© ſhould be moſt readily ſacrificed to you; 
* —but what you now require, is not in 


never call Marguerita mine, I never 
* will become the huſband of another, if 
even an empire itſelf were to be her mar- 
riage- portion. 


Then, Sir, replied the old man, 
* begone ;—and ſee my face no more.” 


Mr. 


therefore dignify it by the honeſt ſince- 


* if it were neceſſary for your happineſs, 


my power to give. — Though I ſhould 
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Mr. M left the room in an agony 
he could ſcarce ſuſtain — and, as I wy 
about to follow him, the old gentleman 
deſired me to call upon him the following 
morning, - when he received me with 
calm civility ;—and, after reproaching me, 
but not either with rudeneſs or violence of 
expreſſion, for having omitted to infom 
him of our proceedings in Italy, he ſaid, 
that as he had educated us like gentlemen, 
he ſhould not ſend us away without ſome 
proviſion he therefore gave me two. 
bonds of annuity, the one of two hundred 
pounds a year to his fon, and the other 
of half that ſum for myſelf ;—* and, added 
he, as ready money may be neceſſary to 
© you both, there is a draft of five hun- 
dred pounds on my banker; — and 1 
would adviſe you to ſhape your courſe 
in ſome honourable way, but without 
even thinking any further of me. My 
reſolutions are fixed, — and I ſhall know 
neither of you any more.—This event, 

continued 


N 


, on" 


A 


* 


2 


IN ENGLAND 73 


continued he, © ſeems to be the work of 
© Heaven, to turn my thoughts to my le- 
© ojtimate- relations, inſtead of ſacrificing 
them, as I have ſo long done, to an 
© idle, illegitimate paſſion.'— I thanked 
him in the moſt reſpectful manner for all 
his favours, and took my leave. 


We were now arrived at that criſis to 


which my apprehenſions had been ſo long 


directed: but this was not all ;—my poor 
friend was to undergo another ſhock, in 
the loſs of his mother.— She had long 
been in a very declining, ſtate of health, 


and ſeemed only to want this blow to get 


rid of all her cares at once in the grave. 
She concluded her dying addreſs to her ſon 
with telling him, that he muſt cheriſh no 
hopes of the leaſt return of his father's 
aſfection, but by a total diſavowal of his 
preſent reſolutions :—* I ſhall not pretend 
to adviſe you, ſaid ſhe, in a matter 
* wherein you muſt be the judge for your- 

Vor., VI, L. « ſelf. 
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* 


ſelf. Heaven, my dear boy, has, per- 
haps, ordered theſe things for the beſt: 
* —My laſt counſels however are, to 
< ſubmit to the divine will, and to pre. 
* ſerve your integrity in ſpite of every 
trial and temptation. I have nothing 
more to wiſh you, continued ſhe, but 
© my patience,—nor to give you, but my 
< bleſſing.'—Then raiſing herſelf to em- 
brace him, her ſtrength failed her,—and, 
ſinking down upon her pillow, ſhe cloſed 
her eyes for ever.—She bequeathed what- 
ever ſhe poſſeſſed to her fon, which might 
have been very conſiderable, if ſhe had 
ever ſuppoſed the poſſibility of the event 
which had ſhortened her days —but, as it 
happened, all her effects amounted to little 
more than a thouſand pounds. 


* 


A 


* 


e The letters which Mr. M had 
written to Flanders, previous to this 
period, were calculated to quiet Mar- 


guerita's doubts on the prolonged dela 
of 
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of his returning to her; but it now be- 


came abſolutely neceſſary to inform her of 
every circumſtance that had happened, 
without reſerve, and I undertook the un- 
pleaſing taſk. TI accordingly wrote an 
exact ſtate of my friend's ſituation, with an 
offer, on his part, to be united to her, and 
to retire to any part of the world ſhe 
might chuſe, — where they might find 
thoſe riches in mutual Jove and affection 
which fortune had denied them. 


«© A conſiderable time elapſed before 
an anſwer arrived from Marguerita; — who, 
alter expreſſing the deepeſt affliction at 
having been the cauſe of my friend's ruin, 
© there remained,” © ſhe ſaid, but one 
© ſtep to be taken on her part, which ſhe 
© had already done, and referred him to 
the encloſed letters for.an explanation of 
her node 
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7 Mr. M . the Elder. 


| : BRrUGEs, 
„ Sn, 

« I Havx received a letter from the 

friend of your ſon, informing me of the 
late event which has ſo much diſtreſſed 
your family and yourſelf.— 1 fear that I 
have been the fatal cauſe of it, and my 
diſtreſs is beyond what I can expreſs.— 
But, light and trifling as my character 
may appear to you, — I can command my 
inclinations to ſubmit to my duty.— Let 
your fears, I pray you, with reſpect to 
me, be at an end:—lI have undergone 
every fatigue, and run every riſk, with a 
view to make the beſt of men happy.— 
4 Far from ſuppoſing that I ſhould be an 
of intruder upon any family, I had expected 
1 to receive a moſt honourable welcome 
into your's. To diſſipate at once the do- 
meſtic troubles Which I, alas, have inno- 
N & RR, | cently 


— 


= — \ 
1 — - — =- FR 
— EI 2 — x „ - = | 
— LE iy. — 
= *. _ — — - "£55 4 — — 2 a - ge ol g I: yu . as 
—— — — - = — — N 1 2 
> — — — — : — — 4 - 2 Tz > u = 
"== —— — 5 — — — EE -- om 
— — —_— < —— " — — = 
— 8 = - * - - — < - 
— — — —. rt en 11 s —— 
_ — - 2 — . —— * 
— — = 


= — — 
= he. A A. . l 
— — —̃ x 
- 


Cx 


= S 

— 2 > 

— — — 
—ñ— 


—— 


LAN 27226 


o 
— ni Ra as 


' 
—— — 


IR ENGLAND. 77 


cently occaſioned, —I offer myſelf a wil- 


ling victim,—and am refolved to forego 
what I have tiſked my life to obtain, the 
honour and happineſs of being united to 
your ſon.— Be at eaſe then ;—let your fears 
of me reſt for ever,—and take back your 
offspring to your affections. —Ir is true, 


] have broken one engagement,—and a 
ſolemn one it was;—but to repair that 


infidelity, I declare, by all that is dear to 


me here, and by all my hopes of here- 


after, that I will never give my hand but 
where Heaven has given my heart; and 
that an union with your ſon, who irrevo- 
cably poſſeſſes it, ſhall continue to be op- 
poſed by me, if you do not command it,— 
if you, yourſelf, do not wiſh ro poſſeſs 
a daughter in 


MARGUERITA,” 
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© To MaARGUERITA. 


Dublin. 
« MA DAM, 


e I Drscax DED Mr. M——— 


from me, for his diſobedience to the ten- 


dereſt and beſt of fathers; and they who 
know me, will juſtify my aſſuming ſucha 
title.—I had formed a domeſtic plan, 
which was to have made me amends for 
all my paſt ſorrows, and have glven com- 
fort to the cloſing years of my life; the 
happineſs and honour of that unfortunate 
young man, whom I once called my ſon, 
were to be the foundation of it,—and he 


has boldly refuſed to take his ſhare in it.— 


I have, therefore, thrown him from me,— 
and his offence, Madam, is much encreaſed, 
n my opinion , by his having deceived fo 
excellent a perſon as you appear to be. 

« Though it will never be your lot to 


call me father, your generoſity of ſenti- 
ment 
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give you a right to command my beſt ſer- 
vices. If, by chance, you ſhould not have 
provided againſt the preſent diſappoint- 


ment, you have only to make known your 


wants to me, and I ſhall be moſt happy to 
ſupply them to the utmoſt, now and at all 
times. I ſhall wait your commands, and 
am; | | 


« Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


9 A. - . | 


« My poor friend's hiſtory now ap- 
proaches to a concluſion. —As he was 
fully convinced that it would be impoſſible 
to bend Marguerita to his wiſhes, —and, 
under the impreſſions of ſuch a conviction, 
not being able to endure ſolitude, he de- 
termined to viſit England, and fee what 
chance would offer him there. 


We had not been long in London, 
when, one morning at breakfaſt, I read an 
E 4 adver- 


ment entitles you to that of friend; and I 
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advertiſement in a newſpaper, wherein the 
perſon offering his ſervices, propoſed him- 
ſelf in ſuch a variety of characters, as to 
become a matter not only of our conver- 
ſation but curioſity.— In ſhort, I propoſed, 
by way of any thing that could amuſe 
my melancholy friend, to go in ſearch of 
this extraordinary perſon, who poſleſſed 
univerſal qualifications, and was ſo ſatisfied 


with them, as to venture on announcing 


them to the world. 


« After ſome enquiry, we diſcovered it 
to be one of thoſe advertiſements which 
are inſerted in the public papers by people 
who think their wit and their money well 
employed i in this kind of impoſition. The 
printer told us that ſeveral perſons had ſent 
to him in conſequence of it, and among 
the reſt, ſhewed us a note, wherein it was 
ſlated, that a gentleman reſiding in the 
North of England, wanted an houſe-ſtew- 
ard, and if the advertiſing perſon paſſeſſed 


only a part of the qualifications he profeſ- 
ſed, 


* 
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ſed, with the neceſſary certificates of cha- 
rater, he would ſeriouſly find a very com- 
fortable fituation but that, as the family 
were going out of town, in a very few 
days, the application muſt be immediate, 
according to the addreſs there given. 


« We now continued our walk to Ken- 
fington Gardens, where Mr. M 
became unuſually thoughtful and ſilent ; 
and, after ſome time, he ſurpriſed me, by 
the communication of his deſign to pre- 


ſent himſelf as the advertiſing perſon to 
the North country family, who had made 


enquiries after him. He obſerved that 
the quiet of a country life, the novelty of 
the ſcene, the buſineſs of his employ- 


ment, and the infpoſſibility of being diſ- 


covered, might, perhaps, in ſome degree, 
tend to diſſipate his chagrin; and that, 
from ſuch a retirement, he could emerge, 
at once, and without the leaſt ſuſpicion, 
if fortune ſhould ever deign to finile upon 
him, | 
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« The project ſurpriſed and affected 
me ; but as I was in a ſtate of continual 
apprehenſion of ſome fatal event, from 
his growing deſpondency, JI did not oppoſe 
a deſign, which would at leaſt delay, if 
it did not finally prevent the criſis on 


which I had reaſon to think he had ſome 


time meditated. 


He, accordingly, preſented himſelf 


the following morning, to a Baronet of 


moſt reſpectable character, and large for- 


tune, whoſe maiden ſiſter had, it ſeeme, 


ſent the enquiry out of a whimſical cu- 
rioſity of her own. There was, how- 


ever, a ſtory prepared for the occaſion, 
which fucceeded'; and Sir W. 3 


waited upon me that very afternoon, 
as the perſon referred to for the truth of 

it. In ſhort, the plan ſucceeded beyond 
my expectation, and he was ſo impatient 


to enter upon the final. execution of it, 


that he immediately conſigned every thing 
of value to my care, with a power of At- 
: 2 torney 
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torney to receive his annuity and hav - 
ing, in a very ſhort converſation, arranged 
the buſineſs of our future correſpondence, 
we embraced with tears, and I never ſaw 
him again, 


« The reſt of this unhappy gentleman's 
hiſtory muſt, therefore, be related by me, 
as I have received it from Sir W— 
B s ſiſter ; and the words of whoſe 
letter I ſhall beg leave to employ for chat 
purpoſe. 


* 
a * . N. —_ — n 2 8 - A wy . * 4 — 8 . 7 — 8 — —— IE, _— = hs . A a. 2 . 
C ccc 
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2 j 9 
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**** ce From the very beginning of his 
entering in Sir W 's ſervice, he gave 
the moſt complete fatisfaction. The par- 
ticular duties of his employment he diſ- 
charged with equal correctneſs, diligence 
and integrity: - But he did not ſtop there; 
Eno office in the family was rejected by 
him, when he was not particularly en- 
gaged in his own. — He has been known 
very frequently to run to the ſtable and 
faddle the horſes when the grooms was 
E 6 | out 
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out of the way; nor is there a menial 
ſervant in the houſe, who has not been 
continually indebted to him, in the ſame 
manner, and for equal aſſiſtance. 
; 

«© He was a very good mechanic,—and 
ſeveral little machines and contrivances 


made by him, for the ſervice of the houſe 
and gardens, entitle him to that charac- 
ter. But his genius appeared to be par- 


ticularly directed towards gardening, and 
the ornamental diſpoſition of grounds.— 
Indeed it has appeared, fince the death of 
Fenkins, for that was the name he had 
adopted, that the great credit Sir Wil- 
liam's head gardener had acquired in the 
country, for ſkill and taſte in his profeſ- 
ſion, was entirely owing to the advice and 
aſſiſtance of* his fellow-ſervant. In ſhort, 


he was the leading, but ſecret ſpring of all 


order and propriety in the family; and 


every ſervant in it ſeems to be going 


wrong,. — to uſe their own phraſe, — for 
want of Mr. Jenkins. 
$2 : | « His 


1 


ec His maſter, Sir W „ had fi- 
lently obſerved his conduct with much ap- 
probation and eſteem ; nor was it long be- 
fore he was convinced, in his own mind, 
that he was a gentleman, and of no ordi- 
nary rank and education,—Such an idea 
was very painful, as may be ſuppoſed, to 


2 man of his maſter's character; at the 
ſame time, Sir William was very much 


perplexed concerning the manner in which 
he ought to conduct himſelf on the occa- 
tion. —To deliver his opinion to Jenkins 
himſelf, would be, he thought, to break 
in entirely upon the deſigns of his preſent 
ſituation; which, as there could be no 
reaſon to ſuppoſe they were bad ones, 
would, at all events, have been impro- 
per, and perhaps diſtreſſing:— He, there- 
fore, reſolved, by degrees, and without 
communicating his deſign to any one, to 
try if he could not obtain his confidence, 
He accordingly took an opportunity to tell 
him how highly ſatisfied he was with his 
Irvice—made him a preſent of fifty 

| pounds,— 
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pounds, —raiſed his wages very conſiders. 
bly, and aſſured him that he was his friend, 
and ſhould be glad of an opportunity to 
realiſe his good diſpoſitions towards him, 


ce Sir W——— out-ſtepped the uſual 
formality of his character on the occaſion, 
Poor Jenkins ſaw it, and received this ex- 
ertion of his maſter's kindneſs with tears in 
his eyes, but without ſaying a word ;—per- 
| haps he was not able to do it. 


* Soon afterwards he was told that he 
need not wait. at table, which he had al- 
ways done when there was company. He 
feemed much affected at the communica- 
tion of this indulgence, but did not avail 
himſelf of it; and took his poſt, as uſual, 
behind the chair of his maſter ; who, ſup- 
poſing he had not been underſtood, men- 
tioned it to him again. He then replied, 
that he rather felt it an honour than a 
© diſgrace, to keep his public ſtation; 
put, added he, even if it were, in any 

© degree, 
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« Sir, beg your permiſſion to continue it, 
© as ſuch a change might, perhaps, alter 
| my ſituation in the opinion of the ſer- 

© vants, which would be very unpleaſant 
and irkſome to me.“ Sir William then 


: told him he might do as he pleaſed; and, 


5 from that time, made no attempt towards 
to leave it to itſelf. 


ee The butler ſays, that the ſermons he 
uſed to read in the ſervant's-hall, on a 
Sunday evening, were manuſcripts, and 
the fineſt he ever heard in his life; - but on 


paper writing could be found. —He had 
alſo carefully deſtroyed all his letters 
one ſeal alone in black wax was found,. 
the impreſſion of which was a cypher, but 
could not be made out. His little library 


confiſted of a Thomas a Kempis, a ſmall 


London Diſpenſatory, Euclid's Elements, 


A a Treatiſe on Menſuration, a Volume of 


Archi- 


<a p 


38 * 8 * of. ' . Wo. Is ih, d who” % wc P AY oil.” 


degree, unpleaſant to me, I ſhould ſtill, 


unravelling the myſtery, but determined : 


examining his bureau, not a trace of any 


a. 
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Architecture, Sanadon's Horace, an Irifh 
edition of Triſtram Shandy, Pope's edition 
of Shakſpeare, a Milton's Paradiſe Loſt, 
Thomſon's Seaſons, a Treatiſe on Botany, 
Rouſſeau's Heloiſe, and Addiſon's Cato, 
with ſeveral Dictionaries. In a large 
pocket - book were alſo found bank - notes 
to the amount of five hundred and eighty 
pounds; and his trunk contained a large 
quantity of linen apparel of every kind, 


t He was found dead in an arm-chair, 
the ball having paſſed through his head, 
and the piſtol fallen on the floor ; another 
ready charged was placed on the table be- 
ſide him.—It is very extraordinary that 
not a perſon in the houſe heard the report, 
though the unhappy man did not take any 
precautions on the occaſion,—for the houſe 
maid found the door of his chamber wide 
open; and the deed was done at noon-day. 
He had received a letter a very few days 
before his death, but he was not obſerved 
to have been affected by it.— It was the 

| laſt 


f maſter. This he had done with his uſual 


5 accuracy and attention, when he immedi- 
, ately retired to his chamber, and put an 
e end to his life. He is regretted, as he 


was beloved, by all the family, with an 
unfeigned ſincerity, but hy none more 
than the maſter of it. 


from him, during the nine years he lived 
in this ſituation, but when he encloſed a 
letter for Marguerita; and I very ſeldom 
wrote to him, but when I had ſome ti- 
dings of her.—1 had been at three dif- 
ferent periods in Ireland, to learn if there 
was any proſpect of a change in his fa- 


any diſcovery that afforded me the leaſt 
hopes of ſuch a deſirable event. 


** In all the letters, however, which he 
did write to me, he never failed to mention 
| his 


IN ENGLAND» 89 


laſt day of the month, when he was uſed to 
bring his accounts to be ſettled by his 


b 
PPP 


2 22 
* 2 * 2 3: 


« As for my own part, I ſeldom heard 


ther's diſpoſition, but I could never make, 


* 
2 
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his wh reſpectful ſentiments of the family 

with whom he reſided ; and has often ex- 
preſſed his regret that fortune had ever 
raiſed him to an higher ſtation than that 
which he poſſeſſed. —In the laſt letter my 
poor unfortunate friend wrote to me, and 
wherein his deſpondency ſeemed to te 
greatly encreaſed, he aſſured me that he 
ſhould not have lived ſo long, but in gra- 
titude to every part of the excellent fa- 
mily whom he ſerved, —This ſentiment 
might ſtill have preſerved him, had not 


Marguerita, worn out, perhaps, with ſor- 


row and diſappointment, given ſome hints 
of an intention to retake the veil. 


ce As you have commanded me allo 0 


relate every circumſtance relating to theſe 
unfortunate lovers, and having cloſed the 
fatal ſcene of my friend's life, I ſhall now 
proceed to inform you of the ſubſequent 
conduct and allotment of the wretched 
Marguerita. 


cc By 
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cc By her particular deſire, I made a 
viſit to her at Bruges, and found her as 
complete a miſtreſs of the Engliſh lan- 
guage, as if ſhe had never been inſtructed 
in any other; —though it will ſerve now, 
as ſne pathetically obſerved, for no other 
be ¶ purpoſe but that of lamenting the fate of 
ne the tendereſt of men, in the language of 
a» WF his country. Her form was much faded, 
but retained a melancholy dignity, more 
it awful and intereſting than the brighteſt 
fluſh of beauty. 


© Why, or wherefore, I cannot tell; 
but ſhe appeared, by_ her queſtions, to 
ſuſpect the ſad end of her faithful lover. — 
I was, however, ſteady to the tale which I 
had framed to deceive her, thinking it. 
much better for her to believe that he died 
even of a broken heart than by the fatal 
ſuggeſtions of his deſpair. She inſiſted 
upon my accepting every thing that Mr. 
M had left her, except a watch, to 
which was hung a picture of his mother, 
| and 


— 
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and two portraits of himſelf, painted a 
different periods of his life, and which a a 
very ſtriking reſemblances of the origind W* 
together with his travelling library, which 
conſiſted of the beſt Engliſh authors, fitted 
into a trunk.—Theſe remembrances, ſhe 
ſaid, ſhould be the chief companions, a 
they would be the principal comforts of 
her life. : 6 
© Indeed all her converſations upon 
this ſubject, —and, as may be naturally ex. 
pected, it was the only one that engaged 
us, were ſo noble and affecting, —ſo re- 
plete with ſentiment and edification, that, 
during the courſe of them, my cheeks were 
continually wet with the tears of pity and 
admiration.—The reſt of her hiſtory will 
be beſt told by the following letters, which, 
as you have expreſſed a deſire to have 
the moſt entire communication on the ſub- 
Jett, are given you at large, and will be 
much more ſatisfactory than any abridg- 
„ment I could make of them, in which their 
ſuperior 
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uperior ſpirit and ſentiment would neceſ- 
farily evaporate. The firſt is to myſelf, 
and is as follows ;— 


2 
* 


« To Mr. F 
: 5 BRUGES, 

of « My lot, in this life, ſeems, at 
length, to be determined :—Heaven points 

out a road to me which I ſhall readily 

on WE take; and you, I doubt not, will approve 
. Jof it. The meſſenger has been ſome 
time returned from Italy, with an account 
that my brother thinks me dead, and 
does not ſeem to wiſh me otherwiſe. —I 
am, therefore, determined to accept the 
tender and affecting invitation of my dear 
and more proſperous friend, the Countels 
of Cheneberg, to paſs the reſt of my days 
with her,—and from whom I daily ex- 
pect a confidential perſon to eſcort me to 
her.—In one of her letters ſhe mentioned a 
pleaſant viſit ſhe had made to a monaſtery, 
in the neighbourhood of her caſtle ;—and _ 
; who 
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who knows but I, by Heaven's mercy 
may there find a pillow whereon to ly 
my weary head. 


ce J encloſe a letter for Dublin: A di- 
plicate will follow by the next mail.— 
have taken this precaution, as it is a ver 
earneſt wiſh of my heart, that it my 
reach its deſtination. The writing it, a 
you may well ſuppoſe, coſt me many a 
pang, and he to whom it is addreſſed, vil 
often find his aged eyes dim with tears a 
he reads it.— I ſhall leave this place I hope 
in a few days, and paſs on to Dreſden, 
where I ſhall find my friends, to conduct 
me to their Chateau. If you are reſolved 
to remain in England I ſhall fee you no 
more: but my wiſhes and prayers will be 
very frequent for your laſting happineſs— 
I ſhall write to you from time to time; 
and I hope you will ſhew the ſame kind- 

neſs to me. The boſom friend of him 
whoſe image 1s ever before me, cannot 


but be dear to 
MARGUERITA” 
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The Letter enclojed to Mr. ',” RG 


«© Tyrrs was a time, Sir, when 
1 had flattered myſelf with the hopes 
of addreſſing you in a more intereſting 
character; and from a much nearer degree 
of relation than can now ſubſiſt between 
us: — But, alas, theſe hopes are gone to 
the tomb, where your ſon lies; they are 
mingled with his clay, — they are moulder- 


ed with his duſt.—I once expected to 
have called you father, —and had pre- 


pared myſelf to perform the affectionate 


duties which a parent claims from bis 
child; — but that expectation has alſo 


withered away. — The decrees of Heaven 
are the offspring of wiſdom, and I ſubmit 
to them with due reſignation, —journeying 


_ onward through the reſt of my life, for- 


getting and forgotten, —with my heart in 


the grave of my lover, and my eye fixed 
on Heaven, where I hope ere long to meet 


him. | | 
* I wiſh 
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© I wiſh much to have been ſpared the 
pain of all theſe bitter recollections, wi.ich 
make the tears fall from my checks upon 
the paper, and deface the imperſect letter 
which my trembling hand is at a loſs to 
form. — Alas! the ſcene of happineſs that 
was once before me! and what a fable 
curtain has been drawn acroſs it !—To be 
bereft of hope here;—to ſee no ray of 
light but what is beyond the gulph, and 
even that, ſometimes rendered, by the 
weakneſs of human nature, and the clouds 
of human diſtreſs, of a dubious appear- 
ance,—is a condition which would force 
a ſigh from the moſt abdurate heart, — 
and, I doubt not, will receive that proof 
of compaſſion from your's. 


«© But I muſt correct myſelf; — for the 
language of complaint will ſeem to you to 
be the language of reproach; and J have no 
right, even were I ſo diſpoſed, to employ it. 
I ſhall therefore ſtruggle to get from ſuch 
an appearance, — to thank you, Sir, for thoſe 

kind 
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kind offers which you have thought pro- 
per to tranſmit to me, and which have oc- 
caſioned this letter. I not only thank you 
for them, but acknowledge myſelf to have 
received great conſolation from your prof- 
fered friendſhip, as it was accompanied 
with a peculiarity of attention, and be- 
ſtowed in that tender manner, which tells 
me you regret that I am not your daugh- 
ter —Indeed, indeed, I can ſay, without 
boaſting, I deſerved that tender name. — 
My affection for your ſon would have been 
ſcarcely more than I ſhould have had for 
his father. Even in the article of my re- 
ligion, if it had found the ſhadow of an 
objection, I had brought myſelf. to be ſub- 
miſſive ;—believing, as I do, that the great 
Being who governs. the world, when he 
calts his eye over the inhabitants of it, 
beholds only the good and the evil; and 
receives the ſacrifices of the pious heart, 
in the temples of every religion, and from 
every corner of the earth. 


— 
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© I wiſh much to have been ſpared the 
pain of all theſe bitter recollections, wi.ich 
make the tears fall from my chechss upon 
the paper, and deface the imperſect letters 
which my trembling hand is at a loſs to 
form. —Alas ! the ſcene of happineſs that 
was once before me! and what a fable 
curtain has been drawn acroſs it — To be 
bereft of hope here;—to ſee no ray of 
light but what is beyond the gulph, and 
even that, ſometimes rendered, by the 
weakneſs of human nature, and the clouds 
of human diſtreſs, of a dubious appear- 
ance,—is a condition which would force 
a a ſgh from the moſt abdurate heart, — 
and, I doubt not, will receive that proof 
of compaſſion from your's. 


ec But I muſt correct myſelf; — for thc 
language of complaint will ſeem to you to 
be the language of reproach; and I have no 
right, even were I ſo diſpoſed, to employ it. 
I ſhall therefore ſtruggle to ger from ſuch 


an appearance,—to thank you, Sir, for thoſe 
| kind 
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kind offers which you have thought pro- 
per to tranſmit to me, and which have oc- 
caſioned this letter. I not only thank you 
for them, but acknowledge myſelf to have 
received great conſolation from your prof- 
fered friendſhip, as it was accompanied 
with a peculiarity of attention, and be- 
ſtowed in that tender manner, which tells 
me you regret that I am not your daugh- 
ter —Indeed, indeed, I can ſay, without 
boaſting, I deſerved that tender name. — 
My affection for your ſon would have been 
ſcarcely more than I ſhould have had for 
his father, —Even in the article of my re- 
ligion, if it had found the ſhadow of an 
objection, L had brought myſelf. to be ſub- 
miſſive ;—believing as I do, that the great 


Being who governs tlie world, when he 


cats his eye over the inhabitants of it, 
beholds only the good and the evil; and 
receives the ſacrifices of the pious heart, 
in the temples of every religion, and from 
every corner of the earth, 


You. V. FR © But 
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ce But I am ſinking once more into thoſe 
ſentiments which are too affecting for me 
to write, and cannot be pleaſing to you 
to read: I ſhall therefore again thank you 
for your kind offers of ſervice; and, to 
convince you I do not refuſe your friend- 
thip from any motives of pride or re- 
ſentment, I ſhall beg leave to acquaint 
you with ſome part of my hiſtory, of 
which it is not poſſible” that you can have 
received any information. 


1 had the misfortune to loſe my fa- 
ther when I was in my cradle :—Heaven, 
however, in its mercy, had given me a 
mother, whoſe care and affection prevented 
me from feeling the want of another pa- 
rent ;—but before I had attained my fix- 
teenth year, Heaven withdrew its mercy 
in taking her alſo from me.—The day 
before that on which ſhe expired, my dying 
parent called me to her bedſide, and hav- 
ing told me ſhe was near her end, with her 

dleſſing ſhe gave me a paper, and charged 

a me 


c 
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me to preſerve it with the greateſt care. 


That is,“ ſaid ſhe, an inventory of 


: * jewels and other effects, to a very conſi- 


1 c 
) 6 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 


o 


{ 


derable value, which I have depoſited in 
the hands of a perſon whoſe integrity L 
have often proved, for your uſe; —an- 
nexed to the inventory you will find his 
acknowledgment of being the guardian 
of them, I have made this depoſit, my 
child, continued ſhe, © becauſe I well 
know it is your. brother's deſign, from 
very intereſted motives on his part, to 
propoſe your taking the veil.—Situated 
as he 1s, you will not be able to oppoſe 
his pleaſure but by flying - to another 
kingdom, where what I have given you 
will be ſufficient to ſupport you in eaſe 
and comfort. My tender affection has 
ſuggeſted this plan for your happineſs ; 
and I obeyed the impulſe, leaving you 
to your own diſcretion as to the manner 
in which you may avail yourſelf of it, — 
I have only to command you never to . 
diſgrace the name you bear; — to let 

FI, Fe your 
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© your conſcience be your guide ;—and to 
© remember, with tenderneſs, your affec- 
© tionate rnother. Theſe ſentiments and 
awful leſſons ſhe continued to repeat to 
the laſt moment ;—when calling, with all 
the energy of, expiring nature, upon Hea- 
ven to bleſs me, ſhe ſunk into the arms of 
death. | 


20 | My brother ſoon confirmed my mo- 
ther's dying declaration ;— and ſo well did 
he purſue his meaſures, that I could not 
avoid taking the veil :—But when my lips 
uttered that vow which was to ſeparate me 
from the world, my heart proteſted againſt | 
it, and I reſolved to watch for any oppor- 
tunity of making my eſcape; and, as you 
know, Sir, I fulfilled that reſolution.— 
My ſecret fortune was in the hands of a 
faithful friend, from whom I have re- 
ceived it;—the greater part has been con- 
verted into money, and placed in the 
bank of Vienna, where it produces an in- 
come far ſuperior to my wants the reſt, 
| \ conſiſting 
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conſiſting of ſome valuable jewels, I have 
kept in my poſſeſſion, for fear of the worſt; 
and they will now ſerve as a ſmall tribute 
of my gratitude to thoſe friends, beneath 
whoſe roof I am to find an hoſpitable 
ſhelter during the ſhort remains of my 


life. 


© You are now, I hope, Sir, convinced, 
that it would be ſuperfluous in me to re- 
ceive your ofiers of friendſhip; — for 
which, however I moſt ſincerely thank 
you again and again. After all, my heart 
does not reproach me ;—and the manner 
in which I have conducted myſelf, ſin ce 
my eſcape from the convent, will bear wit- 
neſs that I did not leave it from motives 
diſgraceful to me. It was a ſtep I had al- 
ways determined to, take: — It was not, 
therefore, a very difficult taſæ for your 
all-accompliſhed ſon, who might have re- 
laxed the firmeſt vows, to looſe ſuch fee- 
ble ones as mine. However, in executing 
ſuch a deſign, which is by ſome thought 

F 3 unchaſte 
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unchaſte even in the contemplation, I 
was reſolved not to bring any real diſgrace 
upon myſelf, or involve the object of my 
affections in any family diſtreſs. I deter- 
mined, therefore, to act in ſuch a manner, 
previous to our union, as to induce his 
friends to believe me worthy of it, and 1 
had not the leaſt doubt but I ſhould be 
received by them with joy and welcome, 


© But when I was made acquainted 
vith the rea! ſtate of Mr. M s ſitu- 
ation, and your fixed reſolutions con- 
cerning him, I ſent you a written promiſe, 
which 1 flattered myſelf would have recon- 

. ciled him to you; — and this promiſe I ne- 
ver broke, though we had the means of 
living comfortably and honourably toge- 
ther without your aſſiſtance.—I now, in- 
deed, repent me of my fidelity to that en- 
gagement; —as I little thought you would 
have ſuffered him to be a miſerable wan- 
derer, —and to die at laſt of a broken 
heart ,T made the greateſt ſacrifice in my 
power, 
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power,—and, though the victim was ac- 
cepted, the condition of the oftering was 
not ful filled. I ſubmitted to a rigid, in- 
flexible duty, and am bowed down henemth 
it. 


« After all; to prove that I do not he- 
ſitate to be obliged by you, —I requeſt the 
fivour,. and I ſhall conſider it as the great- 
eſt you can beſtow upon me, to transfer 
your deſigns of kindneſs to me, to your 
poor ſon's faithful and unparalleled friend 
Mr. F-—, I have ſet you an example, 
in giving him what your ſon bequeathed to 
me. He paſſed the prime of his years in 
being his companion and his counſellor, — 
his nurſe and his friend: For his ſake he 
neglected thoſe means of ſecuring to him- 
{elf that ſupport which his abilities and 
induſtry would have obtained in any part 
of the globe.— !] will bear record to a fide- 
lity and honour in him, of which, I fear, 
there are few examples.—Cheriſh him, I 
beſeech you;—let him not languiſh with- 
F 4 out 
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out an honourable protection: To pre. 
ſerve ſuch a man from penury is not ſull. 
cient ;—he ſhould flouriſh in comfort and 
irdependence. — I aſk it of you ;— the 
made of your fon ſpeaks by me;—and an 
acquieſcence with this demand will ſooth 
us both.— It is the only requeſt I have 
made to you, and it will be the laſt. 


— | bid you, Sir, farewel My en- 
feebled hand and exhauſted ſpirits com- 
mand me to it.—If I could have ſuppoſed 
it poſſible that I ſhould ever write to you 
again, this letter would not have been 
ſtrained out to its preſent length ;—but, as 
that will not be, do not be offended, I 
beſeech you, that I linger on a ſubject ſo. 
dear to me. 


Once more I bid you adieu My 
| wiſhes have been ſo unſucceſsful for my- 
6 ſelf, that I know not how to offer them to 
you; — but my prayers, which, I truſt, - 
have ſometimes been heard, ſhall remem- 

| | | = per 
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ber you; and Heaven will not reject 


i. them becauſe they proceed from a broken 
nd heart, 

he | | 

4 One half of me is no more: - Let a 
th little while, and the expecting grave ſhall 


have the reſt of its prey. Speed on your 
wing, reluctant time, and haſten the hour 
which ſhall for ever cloſe the eyes of 


4 
ec MarxcvutriTa.” 


* 


From the Count -. 70 Mr. Fw 


| Chcneberg- Caſtle, 
My dear Friend, 5 
THE ſubject of this letter will, I 
believe, very much affect you; the enclo- 
fed paper, which is addreſſed to you, con- 
tains the laſt farewel of our dear Marguerita. 


© Soon after her arrival at this place, 
though ſhe was always tranquil, and ſome- 
Fi - - mm 
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times chearful, ſhe now and then gave to. 
kens of a wandering mind that very much 
alarmed us.— This, however, happened 
but ſeldom, and, in ſuch a manner, as not 
to be viſible to any but ourſelves, — 
Indeed ſhe had conſented to Accompany 
us to Dreſden, during the winter, where 
ve hoped that ſociety, amuſements and 
time, might unite in reſtoring this charm- 
ing woman to happineſs and herſelf. —But 
matters ſoon took a very unfavourable tur 
with her, from a caſual circumſtance 
which could not be foreſeen. This was 
the arrival of an old ſervant of Mr, M—--'s, 
who being a native of this country, and 
having ſaved a ſufficient ſum of money to 
maintain him comfortably during the reſt 
of his days, had retired from the ſervice of 
his maſter in Ireland, in order to paſs his 
old age, where he had paſſed his youth, 
and to die where he was born. Mr. M—— 
took this opportunity of ſending an en- 
quiring meſſage to Marguerita, and to 
accompany i it with a ſmall chryſtal heart, 
enriched 
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enriched with diamonds, which encloſed a 
ſmall lock of the hair of his dear ang la- 


mented ſon. 


This event, as you will ſuppoſe, did 
not fail to have an evident effect upon 
her, But my apprehenſions were beyond 
all bounds, when I underſtood that the 
old ſervant, in his frequent converſations 
with her, had ignorantly informed her of 
every particular that aggravated the fatal 
cataſtrophe which had hitherto been ſo 
carefully. concealed from her,—Nothing, 
however, of that violence and diſorder 
which I expected, aroſe on this unfortu- 
nate intelligence Not a tear was ſeen on 
her cheek in conſequence of it; on the 
contrary, it produced at once a grave, de- 
ciſive and irrevocable determination to 
enter into a convent of nuns, at about 
half a day's journey from hence, whoſe or- 
der is remarkable for the auſterity of its 
diſcipline. We ſoon found that any op- 
poſition to this final plan of her life would 
F 6 be 
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be in vain ; and we, therefore, ſubmitted 
ro it with reluctant ſorrow. The motives 
to this reſolution you will find very ſtrong- 
ly urged in the encloſed letter, addreſſed 
to yourſelf. 


She has rewarded the ſervant with a 
liberality which we do not think his intel- 
ligence deſerved. Our poor friend's watch 
and pictures ſhe has deſired may be tran: 
mitted to you; and her diamonds ſhe has 
preſented to the Counteſs, The larger 
Mare of her money ſhe has given to the 
convent; and, after having ordered another 
| part of it to be diſtributed in pious vſes, 
- the has bequeathed, for I muſt call it fo, 
the reſidue to yourſelf. 


ee She referved nothing but the chryſ- 

tal heart, which ſhe faſtened to a ſmall 
cord, with her own hands, and ſuſpending 
it from her neck, declared it ſhould accom- 
pany her to the grave. 


2 b & We 


« We attended her a few days ago to 
the convent, where ſhe immediately en- 
tered upon the novitiate, and we embra- 
ced her for the laſt time; as ſhe deſired, on 
no account whatever, to let her ſee us, or 
indeed, hear from us any more. 


This affecting buſineſs has greatly 
diſarranged us. Our uſual tranquillity, 
however, begins, at length, to dawn upon 
us; and we truſt and pray that this admi- 
rable, but luckleſs woman, may find a. 
conſolation in the auſtere duties of reli- 
gion, which ſhe could not be made to be- 
lieve that the ſociety of the world and the 
attentions of friendſhip would afford her. 


We ſhall, of courſe, have the plea- 
ſure of hearing from you, Sc. c. 


CounNT CHENEBERG.” 


# 
5 
- 
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Te laſt Letter of MARGUERITA. 


7% Mr. F ; 

.© You deceived me, and I thank 
you for the deception ; it was ſuggeſted by 
humanity ;—but I am now inſtructed that 


Mr. M-—— died by his own hand.— 


* 


J, alas, am the chief cauſe of this horrid 
a&t,—and Heaven has made it known to 
me, that my future ſufferings might expi- 
ate his offence and my Own. | 


When you receive this letter I ſhall 
be enduring every rigour that religion will 
allow me to ſuffer ;—I ſhall already be an 
inhabitant of that cloiſter, whoſe hollow 
- arches reſound with the groans of difſatis- | 
fied repentance.— I have left fome remem- 
brances which will be grateful ro you,— 
though ſuch a faithful heart as your's, 
wants no aid to enliven the feelings of 
virtue. I received the account of your 

25 2 com- 
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comforts with the ſincereſt ſatisfaction.— 
Tell my father, for I ſhall, for once, call 


him mine, that I thank him for it, —and + 


that I bend me down with gratitude for 
the laſt paternal gift he made me, and 
which has proved my ſalvation.— It has 
accompanied me to that cell which now 


encloſes me.— It will there add bitterneſs 


to my tears,—force to my groans, and 
ſharpneſs to the ſtripe. —If the virtues and 
ſufferings of our poor friend's life are not 
ſufficient to atone for the laſt act of it, I 
truſt that the rigours to which I devote 
myſelf for his ſake, will, in time, ſatisfy 


divine juſtice. It is that hope which an- 


mates my zeal,—will lead me to the mid- 


night oriſons, and direct the ſcourge, which 


ere your eyes ſhall meet this paper, will 
have been often wet with my blood. 


® May every happinefs and comfort 
accompany you through the remaining 
part of your life: My laſt prayers in this 
world will be for thoſe who have loved 
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him and-me :—But when the gates, which 


are now full in my view, are once cloſed 


upon me, I ſhall ſee them no More;—they 
will be no more to me,—a trembling vic. 
tim to. appeaſe the wrath of . 
to the world, I ſhall ſoon be no more :;— 
I am, as it were, already on the threſhold of 
death. You may ſoon conſider me as an 


inhabitant of the grave,—as the food of 


worms. 


ce Accept then, my laſt adieu. — When 
you receive this letter, —as far as relates to 
human intercourſe, —nought will remain 


of 


MaRGUERITA.“ 


« Thus, Madam, I have obeyed your 
commands, and brought this affecting lit- 
tle hiſtory to its concluſion, in the beſt 
manner in my power.—Indeed, when 1 
conſider the ſufferings of perſons of ſuch 
ſuperior excellence to myſelf, I know 

not 
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not how to be ſatisfied with the comforts 
1 enjoy,—and which promiſe to be conti - 
nued to me to the end of my days. 


—; 66] have the honour of being, Se. 


| H. 5 


© And now,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © the 
fair ſtuclent ſhuts her book, and reſigns 
herſelf to her pillow, to dream of climbing 
convent walls, I warrant you,” © If,” re- 
plied Aſmodeus, * ſhe were to dream that 
ſhe run away with her father's footman, it 
would be more ſuitable to her waking 
thoughts, — for ſuch an eſcape ſhe has long 
meditated, and will ſhortly mak .- But 
we will now, if you pleaſe, proceed to. 
the nexthouſe, and examine what is paſling 
there. 48855 


* The gentleman whom you ſee ſleep- 
ing ſa comfortably in that crimſon bed, is. 
a mem- 


= 
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a member of parliament, of ſome talent in 
and eloquence, who has long been knoun 
for the independence of his ſpirit, and: 
' rooted enmity to miniſters.——He noy 
dreams that he has juſt received a certain 
number of bank-notes from the Treaſury 
to be ſilent on a certain parliamentar 
queſtion, and a promiſe of the ſirſt vacant 
Place that may ſuit him, as the price of hi 
oppoſition: — While the young man in the 
room above him, who is his fon, is tol. 
ſing about in his bed, from having loſt, 
in reality, at a gaming-houſe, what the 
imaginary emoluments of his father's dream 
would ſcarcely be able to ſatisfy. 


In the very next t houſe, the worthy 
man, who, as you may perceive, has fuch 
a complaiſant ſmile on his countenance, 
would be the happieſt of human beings, if 
his dream were to laſt as long as he lives, 
He is a vain, ayaricious, mean character, 
who not having ſtrength of mind to do 
great things, or courage to da bold things, 

in 
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in order to get money, — and having too 
much pride to live in retirement to ſave 
it, has always been employed in contriving 
ſome little intermediate arrangements to 
keep his coffers in a reſpectable ſtate of 
repleniſhment. The marrying a rich wife 
has been a leading principle in his politics; 
and he has, already, been ſo ſucceſsful as 
to bury one and marry a ſecond, both of 
whom were even rich enough to ſatisfy 
his immediate wiſhes, 4 


« He, at this moment, dreams that he 
has buried the ſecond, and is on the point 
of marrying a third, whoſe fortune is equal 
to the united portions of her predeceſſors, 
and who, withal, is afflicted with a ſecret 
diſorder, that will take her alſo very ſhort- 
ly to her grave. What a pity it is, you 
will ſay, that ſo much happineſs ſhould 
be of ſo ſhort duration :—for, inſtead: of | 
awaking to new wives and new fortunes, 
he will find upon his breakfaſt table, when 
he ariſes, two little bills on account of his 

lady ; 
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lady; the one from an apothecary of ; 
few guineas, for medicines to her fenme 
de chambre, and the other of five hundred 
pounds, for millinery and other little per- 
ſonal decorations for herſelf. 

e In the adjoining room, the lady her- 
ſelf is not, at preſent, in ſo contented a 
| Nate of repoſe; — for ſhe actually thinks Ii c 
that her Lord is in a ſituation of real diſ. 
treſs, from an uncontroulable ſpirit of ge- Wl c; 
neroſity,-and that ſhe is making him an WW 
offer of all her jewels, to relieve him from IM, 
the mortifying dilemma in which the good · IM : 
neſs of his heart has involved him,” | 

* Knowing what I know,” ſaid Don | 

| Cleofas, © it would be a curious and en- 
tertaining circumſtance to make a third at 

the breakfaſt of theſe agreeable pcople; 

but, in the mean time, do, I beg of you, 

inform me concerning the perſon in a bed 

with purple hangings, and a large book 
on a ſtand beſide it, who appears to be 
laughing 


f a 


Me 


ed 
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laughing and clapping his hands with un- 
common vehemence.” He is a biſhop,” 
anſwered the Demon, who dreams that he 
is, in a ſtate of diſguiſe, in the two ſhil- 


ling gallery of one of the playhouſes, and 


e in applauding a favourite actreſs.” 


« Here is ſomething,” uk Don 
Cleofas, rathex ridiculous in the idea. 
and yet I cannot, ſomehow or other, help 
fancying that this dream may be one of 


thoſe which tell the truth. The prieſthood _ 


of all countries, | believe, find themſelves 
diſpoſed to ſhare in the pleaſures of the 
laity, and I do not ſee why they ſhould 
be proſcribed them. This very biſhop, 
perhaps, may be only repeating in his 
ſleep, what he has done, fifty times, with- 
out his caſſoc, when he was awake.” 


% 


52 


All that may be very true, anſwer- 


ed Aſmodeus; * but I cannot ſpare time 


to enter into the truth or error of all your 
ſ WI N "Ws FRY province is to 
unfold 
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unfold to you the fancies that play on the 
human brain during the night, withou 
aiding your wicked wit, whenever it ſha] 
be ſo diſpoſed to apply them, to the xe. 
alities of the day.—I muſt, therefore, beg 
leave to conduct your attention to a lady Wil * 

in a pink fatin bed, lined with a light 

green, whoſe femme de chambre, in a long 
night-gown, is occaſionally ſupplying her n 
with the invigorating ſpirits of a ſmelling. Ml 
bottle. She is an unmarried” woman of Wl © 
. faſhion, who, on awaking from a very Ml 
frightful dream, has rung down her wo- Wl" 
man to come and fit by her, till her alarms Wt" 
have ſubſided. —She dreamed, as ſhe tells . 
t 


her ſervant,— that while ſhe was walk- 
ing in a wood in the country, ſhe was 
rhoſt rudely attacked by a recruiting- 
ſerjeant, - who was preparing to take li. 
| berties with her ſhe could not name,— 
when ſhe awoke in a ſtate of palpitation 
ſhe knew not how to deſcribe. While Ml 
the gaping attendant, who was called by 
this confounded dream from a comfortable 
ſleep, 
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dream of a wood in the country, ſome- 
aal ching ſimilar had happened in reality in 


rn. WH the chamber in town, — that ſhe might 


def have paſſed the night without any diſturb- 
ace from her lady's bell.“ 


« All this,” ſaid Don Cleofas, © contains 
cr nothing out of the common order of things. 


of being rudely treated by a young man 
in her ſleep, as it would be unnatural for 
it to happen when ſhe is awake, — Theſe 


that the ſleeping thoughts, if we may call 
dreams by that name, aſſume a form ſo 
totally oppoſite to any poſſible circum- 


ſible events of our waking life? 


E It 


ſl:ep, is ſecretly wiſhing that inſtead of 45 


It is as natural for an old maid to dream 


nocturnal viſions of the fancy naturally 
proceed from the common occurrences of 
life; but dogs it not ſometimes happen 


ſtances of human actions, as not to be 
reconcileable to any idea of connecting 


theſe fancies of our ſleep,” with any poſ- 
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ce It is not my buſineſs,” anſwerel 
the Demon,—** nor, to tell you the truth, 
Emy immediate inclination, to lecture 
you on any doubtful points of phile- 
ſophy, or to accompany you in any of 
the various ways which .ingenious men 
have purſued in the ſcience of intellectual 
anatomy. — Nor have I, believe me, 
brought you to the parapet of this houſe 
to attempt fixing the preciſe points of ana- 
logy between the dreams of the night, and 
the actions of the day, — but to preſent them 
all for your amuſement and inſtruction in 
the various ſhapes and forms in which Iac- 
tually diſcover them. But as I perceive 
you are gaping for ſomething out of the 
th way of common life, however alluſive it 
$ may be to the too common tranſactions of 
it, —I ſhall introduce to your notice an 
- higbly decorated chamber, where all the 
opiates of wealth cannot command a calm 
and untroubled repoſe.— The man who 
Meeps in that ſplendid bed, has been a go- 
vernor in the Eaſt Indies, from whence he 
| | is 
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,. 


is returned to Europe one of the richeſt 


men that had ever been employed in the 


Aſiatic ſervice of his country: Though 
actually poſſeſſed of a clear revenue of 
forty thouſand pounds a year, — he is 
at this moment ſuffering all the pains 
of the ſharpeſt hunger. — His dream 
is ſomething like the torments which the 
poets have invented for the puniſhment of 


Tantalus:— For he now thinks that he is 


in an extreme want of food, and walking 
through large fields of rice, all his own,. 


not a grain of which he can pluck from the 


ſtem, but turns inſtantly to ſtone on the 
touch of his finger. 


who has a moſt beautiful and amiable du- 
cheſs, and they live together in all the 
comfort and decorum of domeſtic life. His 
Grace never thinks, or even looks at any 
woman but his wife; - while ſhe, wholly 
employed in attending to his happineſs ,— 


WD her own honour, and watch= 


«© The next houſe belongs to a duke, 
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ing over the education of her children,— 
cannot even be perſuaded to engage in the 
common amuſements of the world —and 
has ſuch an averſion to play, of every kind, 
that a pack of cards is never ſeen in her 
houſe :—Neverthelels, ſuch is the capri- 
cious playfulneſs of our ſleeping fancies, 
that the Duke now actually dreams of 
keeping a married woman in his. houſe, as 
a miſtreſs, who is countenanced by the 
Pucheſs;—while the latter thinks, in her 
ſleep, that ſhe has contracted a very large 
debt at play, which ſhe 1s not able to 
ſatisfy from her own purſe ;—and that, in 
order to make up the ſum, ſhe is actually 
borrowing a ſmall heap of guineas of the 
wife of one of her own tradeſmen, 


At no great diſtance lives a lawyer 
of the firſt eminence, who fills, with ſu- 
perior ability, one of the firſt offices in the 
ſtate ;—and if the ſubject of his preſent 
thoughts could be made known to others, 
as it will be to un would be fine 

employ- 


* 


— — 
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employment for the critical obſervers, and 
ſarcaſtic ſnarlers of this great city.— The 
ſubject of his preſent dream 1s as follows: 
In his ſleep, for ſleep is very expeditious 
in its transformations, —he thinks that he 
no longer preſides in an European court of 
| juſtice ;—and that he is not only the Judge, 
but the governor of a conſiderable city in 
ſome other part of the world, —and vio- 
lently enamoured of a beautiful young 
lady, the wife of a general officer, who is 
employed in the diſtant ſervice of his 
country.—The reſiſtance of this virtuous 
woman ſerving only to inflame his paſſions, 
—and deſpairing of ſucceſs from the gen- 
tler modes of amorous perſuaſion, —he 
determines to have recourſe to more de- 
ciſive methods,—and to employ the ſe- 
vereſt operations of terror. Ie according- _ 
ly contrives that letters, purpoſely forged, 
and importing a treaſonable correſpond- 
ence,—ſhould be dropped in her apart- 
ments ;—and, on the pretended diſcovery 
of them, he commands the officers of juſ- 
G 2 tice 
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tice to bring her before him ;—and, in a 


ſecret converfation, informs her of the 
terms on which ſhe may be reſtored to 
inſtant liberty. 


On her treating the propoſition with 
diſdain, he orders her to the confinement 
of a dungeon, — from which ſhe is made 


_ to underſtand, that no releaſe is to be ob- 


tained, but by ſubmitting to gratify the 
wiſhes of the judge. Her chaſtity, how- 
ever, {till proving ſuperior to her fears, 


— ſhe is informed that ſentence of death 


is paſſed upon her, and that ſhe muſt pre- 
pare to be burned alive,—or ſubmit her- 


ſelf to his pleaſure, who only can do 


away the horrid ſentence he has pronounced 
againſt her.—Theſe terrors not being of 
ſufficient force to relax her rigid virtue, — 


the enraged judge orders a burning caul- 


dron to be prepared, in which ſhe is to 
be thrown ;—and ſhe is already brought 
forth to chuſe the luſt of his arms, or the 


tortures of the furnace. Without heſita- 
tion 
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tion ſhe prefers the latter, and is reſolved, 
at all events, to die as ſhe lived, true to 
the huſband ſhe adored :=Butr, as ſhe aſks 
of Heaven to give her ſtrength to paſs the 
fiery trial, her huſband arrives, — ſeizes the 
libidinous judge, and orders his ſoldiers 
to caſt him into the cauldron ;— from 
whoſe flames he is preſerved by awaking in 
a ſtate of alarm and terror, which may 
give him a very juſt idea of the feelings 
of ſome of thoſe unfortunate wretches 
whom it has been his duty to conſign to 
| the gallows.” 


ce This felf-ſame ſleep,” faid Don Cleo- 
fas, “ like death, —of which it is ſaid to 
be hi counterpart,—is a very unceremo- 
nious leveller of diſtinctions.“ 


It is, indeed,” anſwered Aſmodeus ; 
and that gentleman whom you ſee walking 
to and fro in his bed-chamber, and wrapped 
in a night- gon, —is, at this very mo- 
ment, of the ſame opinion —He has been 
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arrived a ſhort time from Spain, where 
he reſided for many years in different 
mercantile capacities; —and is at length 
returned to his own country with a com. 
fortable fortune.—He has juſt dreamed 
that he was a footman, and in a diſpute 
with his maſter about dirtying his livery, 


he eſcaped being knocked down, by 
awaking from the fright of ſuch a dif- 
agrecable menace.—He immediately quit- 


ted his bed,—and 1s walking about his 


room to cool his impatience, at being 


put in mind of certain circumſtances of 
his former life, during the night, which 
he takes fo much pains to Torget through- 


out the day.“ 


« But tell me, I beſeech you,” ex- 
claimed the Count, ** is that merry lady 
ſleeping or waking, who laughs fo loud 


that the burſts of her mirth reach us at 


this diſtance. —I hear her as diſtinctly al- 
moſt as if I were in her chamber.” 


ee Her 


wy 
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„ e mirth,” anſwered the Demon, 
is the mirth of fleep; and I will tell 


h you the cauſe of it: The lady dreams that 
ſhe has loſt a conſiderable ſum of money 
d at the gaming- table; — and, in order to 
: pay her debts of honour, ſhe has procured 
: a tradeſman to exchange her real jewels 
bor falſe ones, of the ſame figure and ap- 


pearance, and to pay her the ditterence.— 
It is the ſhrewdneſs of the contrivance, and 
the complete joke of managing the buſi- 
neſs without the knowledge of her huſ- 
band, that occaſions the burſts of laughter 
which are the objects of your curioſity. , 


« The lady in the next houfe is in a 
very different ſituation ,—her ſleep is a 
very weeping one,—and her. pillow is, at 
this moment, wet with the tears of fancy, 
She is occupied alſo about gaming- 
misfortunes ;—and dreams that, having 
ſent a diamond ring, in a hurry, to be 
pawned, in order to raiſe a ſupply for the 
moment, —it was unluckily taken to the 

| Gs very 
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very jeweller from whoſe -ſhop ſhe had 
contrived to purloin it about a year before; 
—and whom ſhe now thinks that ſhe is 
bribing with a jewel of equal value, which 
| the fairly purchaſed, to huſh up the mat- 
ter, and keep it a ſecret from the world, 


« But if you would look for real happi- 
nefs, you may find it in the curtained com- 
forts of that green bed, which is occu · 
pied by a page of the court:—He dreams 
that he attends the King, in the character 
of aid-de- camp, at à review,—and that 
his Majeſty has done him the honour to 
borrow a pocket-handkerchief of him, 


&« Nor is the woman in the parallel 
chamber of the adjoining houſe leſs ſatis- 
fied with her ſituation. —She is a faſhion- 
able woman of the town, and one of the 
moſt artful ſeducers of her tribe ho! is 
now dreaming that ſhe is metaffto 
into a cat, and amuſing herſelf . en:, 
with a mouſe till ſhe devours it. ] 
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« But, ſpeaking of transformations,” 


continued the Demon, you may ſee a 
| widow lady, at no great diſtance, who is 


fallen aſleep with Ovid's Metamorphoſes in 
her hand, —and is now actually dreaming 


that ſome or other of the heathen gods has 


deſcended from Olympus, to make love 
to her, in the ſhape of an officer of the 


horſe- ay 


M 1 n the upper chamber of the next 


houſe, which is let out into lodgings,— 


you may perceive a perſon dreſſing himſelf 
in a great hurry; and, as I can aſſure 
you, in a ſtate of extreme mortification.— 


He is a poor clergyman, who enjoys the 


agreeable office of chriſtening all the chil- 


dren,—viſiting all the fick, —and burying 


all the dead,—in one of the largeſt pariſhes 
of this metropolis. — He has juſt been 
dreaming that he was promoted to one 


5 oO d juſt as, in the joy and pride 
of his hehe Had determined never more 
85 to 
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to chriſten a child, or bury a corpſe, he 
was awakened by the maid-ſervant of the 
houſe, to be informed that a meſſenger 
waited to conduct him to baptize a new. 
born infant, which he will moſt aſſuredly 
Chriſten to-day, and bury to-morrow, 


e Immediately under him is a gentle- 
man, who would be, and moſt deſervedly, 
an obje& of univerſal compaſſion, if his 


ſituation were to laſt beyond the viſion of 
the night: — He employs his talents in 
_ writing for the news-papers;—and he is 


now.dreaming that he has quitted life, and 
been condemned by the tribunal of the 
ſhades below, to be tormented by all the 
lying paragraphs he has ever written, 


which are to be embodied in the ſhape of 


harpies, on purpoſe to form his puniſh- 


* The perſon who ſleeps on the ſame 
floor, was a very inoffenſive officer of a 
marching regiment, - whoſe conduct was 

- | | ſo 
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o eminently diſtinguiſhed on a particular 
occaſion during the American war, that 
his brother officers united in recommends» 
ing him to ſell his commiſſion. — This 
brave man has juſt been dreaming that he 
was a general officer ;—and, as a reward 
for ſome military exploit, of great honour ro 
himſelf, and advantage to his country, that 


he has received the thanks of both Houſes 


of Parliament; and been informed, by a 


meſſage from the Secretary of State, of his 


Majeſty's intentions to honour - him with 
the firſt vacant ribbon of the Order of the 
Bath. 


* In the chamber immediately beneath 
the officer, ſleeps a young man who. will 
awake to the moſt cruel diſappointment. 
He has diſſipated his fortune in the ex- 
penſi ve pleaſures of his age ;—and has, for 
ſome time, lived upon the credit he could 
obtain trom tradeſmen, and the money he 
eould borrow, of friends. I ie now dreams 


that a diſtant relation in che Eaſt Indies, 
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whom he has never ſeen, has left him 2 
very large fortune ; which, however, he 
is doomed, alas, to enjoy but a very ſhort 
time ; for he will awake to be refuſed the 
loan of another guinea, by one of his moſt 
intimate acquaintance,—and to be threat- 
ened by his taylor with all the comforts 
of a priſon, + 


ce The good woman who ſleeps in the 
back-room, on the ground-floor, is the 
miſtreſs of the houſe. —She is, at this mo- 
ment, dreaming, that her Iodgers have all 
paid her up to the preſent day, and that 
the young gentleman, whom I have juſt 
| deſcribed, has made her a preſent of a 
_m_ coffee- pot. 


„ The large houſe on the "I fide of 
the way, belongs to an old bachelor of 
large fortune, who has been daily attended 

by three phyſicians for theſe twelve months 
paſt, for a very painful chronic diſorder, 
which they knew to be incurable. —He 

5 3 
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now fancies in his ſleep that he has invited 
his three doctors to dine with him to- 
morrow,—and that he ſhall not be able, 
from thoſe accidents which dreams ſome- 


times produce, to provide a ſingle diſh for 


their entertainment. And a very diſagree- 


able kind of faſt, I can tell you, to-morrow ' 


will prove for theſe medical gentlemen ;— 
for, very unfortunately for them, but very 
fortunately for himſelf, their patient will 


die this very night. 


4 Tis Lordſhip muſt be already con- 


vinced,” continued the Demon, even 


if you have never before reflected upon the 
ſubject, that dreams are no more than ex- 
aggerated pictures of waking life. The 
happy, in their ſleep, often fancy that they 
feel all the troubles which wait on ex- 


treme misfortune; while the wretched, in 


an equal proportion, lay down on their 


beds to forget their ſorrows during the 
mort, but reſtorative interval of peaceful 


1 | 
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As an example to illuſtrate the truth 
of this obſervation, you may ſee a perſon 
molt comtortably ſleeping in an upper 
chamber of the houſe, with two ſplendid 
lamps illuminating the door of it, whoſe 
great wealth, with all the agrements of life 
which it can purchaſe, is not capable of 
procuring for him, in the courſe of a 
month, ſo much real, ſatisfaction as is 
crowded into a ſhort dream that now de- 
lights his fancy. 


He is the fon of a clergyman who 
ran away with the ſiſter of a young man 
of large fortune, to whom he was a do- 
meſtic tutor, —and after being diſcarded, 
with his wife, from the notice of her fami- 
Iy, was left, during the reſt of his life, to 
ſuch comforts as can be produced by a 
living of about two. hundred pounds a 
year. His fon, the obje& of our pre- 
ſent attention, was qualified, by the edu- 
cation of a common country ſchool, to be 


55 out apprentice, at the uſual age, to 2 
credible 
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credible ſhopkeeper, in a conſiderable mar- 


ket-town, at no great diſtance from the 


place of his father's reſidence. After he 
had paſſed the term of his apprenticeſhip 


with great credit to himſelf, and equal 


ſatisfaction to his maſter, his father being 
induced to pay a viſit to London, in or- 
der to ſolicit ſome additional preferment 
of an old friend and ſchool-fellow, who 
had been lately promoted to the ſee of 
Canterbury, he thought it would be a fa- 
vourable opportunity to indulge his ſon 
with a ſight of the metropolis, and ac- 
cordingly made him the companion of 


| his) Journey, 


„ The young man having ſome com- 
miſſions to execute for his late maſter, 
with ſeveral of his town correſpondents, * 
his manner of tranſacting buſineſs had 
ſuch an effect upon one of them, who was 
a very eminent haberdaſher of ſmall wares, 


that he made him an offer of engaging 


him as a a Journeyman in his ſhop, at a 
con- 
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conſiderable ſalary.—In the mean time, 
his father was daily knocking at his old 
friend the Archbiſhop's palace-gate, with. 
out being able to gain admittance; and 
when he did, at length, procure by his 
importunities, a ſhort audience of the 
| Moſt Reverend Prelate, it was only to be 
received with coolneſs, and be ſcarcely 
remembered by one whom greatneſs, —a 
very comnion thing in this world of your's, 
Thad rendered ungrateful. 


«© The good man, however, returned 
home with the paternal conſolation, that 
though he had got nothing but contempt 
and mortification for himſelf, —a com- 
fortable proviſion had providentially fallen 
to the lot of his ſon. | 


e In this ſituation the young man con- 
tinued for ſeveral years, in the confidence 
of his maſter; and at his death he married 

the daughter of a reſpectable tradeſman in 
the neighbourhood, whoſe fortune, added 
wad F . to 
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e, 


Id 


to his own ſavings, enabled him to be- 
come himſelf the maſter of the very ſhop 
in which he had been ſuch an active n 
d faithful ſervant. 8 


1 « There he pafſed ſeveral buſy years 
© Wl of unremitting induſtry, and encreafing 

reſpect had ſerved all the principal offi- 
ces of his pariſh with credit,—refuſed the 
offer of being elected into the common- 


encreaſing trade, and a good name could 


children and without a will, he came into 
the immediate poſſeſſion of an eftate of 
five thouſand pounds a-year,—and loſt all 
his former comforts for ever. ESD 


« Not having been accuſtomed to the 
amuſements and fociety of the faſhionable 


pleaſure in the company of his equals ;= 


council of London, and lived in all the 
happineſs which eaſy circumſtances, an 


afford him; when, by the death of his 
uncle, whom he had never ſeen, without 


world, he finds mortification inſtead of 


his 


| 
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his fine park and woods, in the country, 
are a deſart in his eyes ;—the tranquillity 
of rural ſcenes is miſery to him, who has 
ſo long been accuſtomed to, and delighted 

with the hurry and rattle of Temple. Bar; 
and, as his wife will not ſuffer him to 
live in the neighbourhood of his former 
ſituation, or to aſſociate with his former 
acquaintance, the poor man cannot be 
ſaid to enjoy a moment's real ſatisfaction, 
but in his ſleep, which ſometimes en- 
. gages him in the Occupations of his pak 
* | 


At this moment he is enjoying that 
- happineſs in the higheſt degree; ;—for he 
dreams that he is till engaged in the 
haberdaſhery of ſmall wares, and that, in 
conſequence of a general mourning, he is 
haſtily meaſuring out gauze, crape, and 
black ribbon, _to the numerous cuſtomers 
who throng his ſhop on that preſſing 
occaſion, —Unhappp man, who will ſo 
_ ſhortly awake from the luxury of hand- 
15 ling 
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ling a yard behind a counter, in Fleet- 
Street, to a fine hotel and a coach and fix 
in Portland -Place.—Such is the influence 
ted of habit and education. 


to « In the next houſe, however, the 
ir Ml offices of ſleep are, by no means, of ſuch 
er a ſoothing and ſatisfactory nature. In the 


be chamber, where you mult perceive a lamp 
n, to be burning by the ſide of the bed, with 
„ga pack of cards and ſome dice upon the 


table, repoſes, if feveriſn ſleep may be 
called repoſe, one of thoſe many heedleſs, 
unfortunate gentlemen, who having been 
cheated out of his fortune at the gaming- 
table, is now employing his experience to 
regain it, by the very ſame artifices thro 
which he loſt it, 


© The life of ſuch a man I need not 
explain to you; but there is a circum- 
ſtance of prudence in the conduct of this 
gameſter, which I ſhall not pals by with- 
eut obſervation, While he wins, he never 

quits 
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quits the table, if any one remains t 
loſe, —but he never allows himſclf to loſe 
more than a certain ſtated ſum at a fit 
ting, and when that is exhauſted, he leaves 
the party and returns home. Having been 
ſo unlucky as to get rid of the allotted 
quota at an early part of the night, he is 
now in bed at a very unuſual hour, where 
he dreams that he has been throwing dice 
with death, on a tomb-ſtone, for his liſe; 
and that the ſcare-crow having won the 


caſt, is about to confign him to an adjoin- 
ing charnel-houfe. 


ce The man in a cunber of the adjoin · 
ing houſe, with a piano-forte by the fide 
of his bed,” 66 If it were poſſible,” in- 
terrupted the Count, © I ſhould ſuppoſe 
that your worſhip's ſagacity had, for once, 
eſcaped you; for from the delicate furni- 
ture of the room, the feſtoons of ribbon, 
and the wreaths of artificial flowers, which 
I ſee ſcattered about it, with the ſuperior 
elegance of the toilette, it has, in my mind, 


the 
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the moſt decided appearance of a feminine 
apartment. 

« As for the real ſex,” replied the 
Demon, ** of the amiable owner of it, 
] will not diſpute the matter with you: — 
for it belongs to one of thoſe neutral beings 
with which Italy furniſhes the operas of 
the reſt of Europe, as well as its own.— 
He or ſhe, or call it what you will, is a 
very celebrated and favourite finger of 
the Engliſh Italian Theatre, and now 
actually dreams that he has a pregnant 
wife and ſix children, and no means of 
maintaining them but from the pittance 
of a ſalary which he receives as the clerk 
of a methodiſt meeting. 


However, to remove your attention 
at once to an obje& of whoſe ſex there 
can be no doubt, the tent-bed in an upper 
chamber, a little to the left of us, contains 
the virgin charms of a Maid of Honour, 

io 
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who, at this moment, dreams that ſhe; is 
married to the Prince of Wales, and is 
preparing to appear at the Queen's dray- 
ing-room, where ſhe is to be received as 
the conſort of the Heir Apparent of the 
Britiſh Empire. 


2 In the room beneath her is an old 
gentleman, and a near relation of the 
young. lady, whoſe whole life has been 
ſpent in the pleaſures,—or which, as he 
has managed the buſineſs, might be more 
properly called the trade of the turf.— 
He is juſt awoke, in a ſtate of violent 
agitation, from a very alarming dream, 
in which he thought that a favourite brood 
mare had dropped a foal by an als, in. 
ſtead of a foal by Eclipſe. 


« The next houſe but one,” continued 
the Demon, © belongs to a nobleman, 
every part of whoſe life has been charac- 
terized and diſgraced by a brutal love ot 


women, 
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women, as well as a brutal treatment ol 
the numberleſs unhappy creatures who 
have been proſtituted to his libidinous 
appetites, No ſituation has been roo low : 
for his grovelling amours,—no character 
too vulgar to be the object of them,— 
and no circumſtance of innocence or diſ- 
treſs ſufficient to check their depravity or 
awaken his kindneſs.— He now ſleeps in 
the chamber which you ſee is fitted up 
with blue and yellow furniture, and the 


dream which occupies his fancy is of a 


moſt ſingular, and to him, indeed, of a 
very diſtreſſing nature ;—for he abſolutely 
thinks that he is turned into a mule, and 
about to be rode by his wife, from whom 
he has been ſome years ſeparated, and dri- 
ven on with whips round the beacon- 
courſe at Newmarket, by all the unhappy 
women whom he has debauched, deceived, 
or diſeaſed,” 


* If this man's n hours, ſaid 
Don Cleofas, * bear any proportion to 
the 
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the article of miſery, to his preſent flum. 
bers, it would be an act of great mercy to 
take him at once to your infernal ſ1des, 
and ſave him, at leaſt, from any further 
torture of ſuſpenſe, —with reſpect to als 
future allotment.” 


«© Though his mind,” replied Aſmodeus, 
ce is not totally callous, nor his courage 
ſo determined as to be wholly without 
remorſe as to his paſt life, or without ap- 
prehenſion as to the final conſequences of 
it, —yet there are certain opiates which 
great wealth and depraved paſſions can 
find the means of applying, that ſerve 
to deaden, or to avert, in a great de- 
- gree, the alarms of cloſing life. —Such 
men, with all their enormities, may be 
faid rather to die drunk, than in deſpair, 


© The white houſe, a little further on, 
furniſhes an example of no common agi- 
tation in the dreams of the miſtreſs of 


it. She now fancies that ſne has incurred 
ſo 


impartial juſtice. Happy are the people 
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ſo large 4 debt at play, that it will be im- 


poſſible for her to diſcharge it, without 
applying once more to the generoſity of 
her Lord; and, in the act of making the 
neceſſary application, ſhe thinks that ſhe 
perceives a pair of large antlers of ſolid 
gold, ſpringing from his brows, which he 
readily conſents ſhe ſhall ſaw off, to relieve 
her from her immediate difficulties. 


ec At the very next door lives a Judge, 
a man of very great talents, knowledge 
and integrity; the principal object of 
whoſe life is to fulfil the duties of ys 
important office, with the moltgr tech "(i 


who have ſuch wholeſome laws as regulate 
the government of this country,—with 
ſuch upright and wiſe magiſtrates to be 
the organs of them. This ſage man is 
now dreaming that he is paſſing ſentence 
of death on a prince of the blood, for 
the murder of a chimney- ſweeper. 


Vol. VI. HB ce In 
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& In the chamber where you may ſee 
a large table covered with books, and ; 
uriting-deſæ by the bed-ſide, fleeps 1 
gentleman of great learning, and the moſt 
unremitting induſtry in hterary and phi. 
loſophical purſuits. He laſt night finiſhed 
a work which had employed the labour 
of ten years; and he is,- at this moment, 
dreaming that this volume, on which he 
reſts not only for preſent honour, but 
poſthumous fame, is thrown into the fire 
by an amiable woman, whom he has for- 
tunately got for a wife, —under a pretence 
that as ſo much ſtudy will certainly deftroy 
his health, ſhe cannot ſhew her affection 
for him in a more convincing manner, 
than by deſtroying the incitements to it. 


« J hope,” ſaid the Count, © that his 
dreams proves him to be a man of ſpirit; 
and that when ſhe has thrown his papers 
into the fire, he throws her after them. 


"I 
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ce By no means,” anſwered the Demon; 
« for he very calmly tells her, in his 
dream, as he would have done had the 
circumſtance happened when he was awake, 
that, like all people who a& in fuch an 
unreflecting manner, ſhe herſelf fruſtrates 
the very object ſhe propoſes; and imme- 
diately ſets about arranging his plan to 
re-commence another ten years toil and 


labour.” 


« If this worthy man,” ſaid Don Cleo- 
fas, “ is as cool and philoſophic when he 
is awake, as he fancies himſelf while he is 
aſleep, he muſt be the moſt delightful of _ 
all huſbands to a termagant wife.” | 


« You were never, my good friend, 
more. miſtaken in your life,” anſwered 
Aſmodeus; “' for it is this cool, calm, and 
unreſiſting temper,— this patient endu- 
rance of ill-treatment, that irritates his 
Irritable rib, more than the moſt angry, 
petulant, or contradictory conduct. She 

„ ery | herſelf. 
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herſelf ſays, that he is the beſt creature 


in'the world, and that if ſhe could but, 
now and then, put him in a paſſion, ſhe 
ſhould not deſpair of being tolerably 
happy with him. 


ce The good lady herſelf is alſo em. 


ployed in her ſleep, according to the living 


tenor of her character. — She now dreams 
that ſhe has placed, under her huſband's 


pillow, a peculiar ſweet-ſcented herb, 


which, ſhe thinks, when depoſited in a 
warm place, for. a ſhort time, will become 
a ſcorpion ; and ſhe is now in a ſtate of 
very ſenſible vexation, that the imaginary 
experiment does not ſucceed.“ 


„ After all,” ſaid the Count, © you 


muſt be obliged to own, that to fave a 


man from wringing off ſuch a wife's neck, 
or tying-a-cord round his own, it 1s ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to be a diſciple of the 
moſt patient ſect that religion or philoſo- 


Phy has * in the world.” 


c This 
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« This poor wiſe man's lot is not the 
beſt,” anſwered the Demon; “ but, in 
the happineſs of marriage, both parties 
would always do well to make patience a 
party in the indiſſoluble engagement.” 


But ſurely,” obſerved Don Cleofas, 
ce the gentleman, in the room beyond that 
which contains the philoſopher, muſt be 
dreaming that he is beneath the torrid 
zone;—for not a curtain of his bed is 
drawn, and the bed-cloaths are ſo entirely 
thrown from off him, that a ſtatuary might 
make a ſtudy from his preſent unſheltered 
figure.” 


« Nevertheleſs,” anſwered Aſmodeus, 
ſmiling, * according to his immediate 
ſenſation, he is nothing leſs than warm :— 
He is a young man, whoſe fortune is pretty 
nearly exhauſted ;—nor, indeed, will. the 
remainder of it be ſufficient to diſcharge 
the demands of his creditors. — In this 
comfortable ſituation, he dreams that he is 

3 an 
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an inhabitant of ſome country where there 
is a law that every perſon who is in debt, 
ſhall be ſeated, without ſmall-cloaths, upon 
a cold flone in the public market-place ;— 
and to remain there till his debts are paid; 
—and at this moment he thinks that he 
is actually ſubmitting to ſuch a ſingular 
. 


« His neighbour, however, in the room 
below him, fancies himſelf to be even in a 
more diſagreeable ſituation.— He is poſ- 
ſeſſed of a conſiderable fortune, which he 
has not acquired in that kind of way to 
afford a man much comfort in reflecting 
upon it.— All his pleaſure conſiſts in the 
conſciouſneſs of being rich; — and all his 
fears are directed to that period when he 
muſt be ſeparated from his riches for ever. 
His dream, therefore, as you will ſuppoſe, 
muſt be very comfortable, when I tell 
you, that he as this moment fancies him- 
ſelf obliged to prepare a tomb- ſtone for 


himſelf, and that the maſon is now actu- 
ally 
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ally conſulting with him upon the deſign 
and expence of it. | 


« The lady who fleeps in the front 
chamber of the adjoining houſe, dreams 
that ſhe is buſily employed in writing ano- 
nymous letters, full of malice and miſchief; 
—and, if it were not the mere fancied 
action of a dream, ſhe would, I believe, 
feel herſelf fatigued, — as that amiable and 
- inſtructive employment has occupied her 
benevolent mind through the whole or the 
preceding day. 


« Tf you will now,” continued the De- 
mon, ** turn * a little to the left——" 


© Permit me, if you pleaſe,” inter- 
rupted the Count, © before you proceed 
any further, juſt to aſk you what I am to 
underſtand by anonymous letters as the 
manner in which you thought proper to 
pronounce thoſe words, diſpoſe me to 
imagine that ſome character of a particular 
7 H 4 deſcrip- 
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deſcription 1 is annexed t to ns kind of "epi 
tolary ns, I 
ec They are letters, anſwered Aſmode- 
us, „written without ſignatures; and ſo 
diſguiſed that the writer may not be known ⸗ 
or even traced to a diſcovery.— It does, 
indeed, ſometimes happen, that they are 
applied to a good and friendly purpoſe,— 
and, to ſay the truth, if it were to my 
preſent plan, I could name many inſtances 
where much good has been derived from 
them; — but, in general, they are written 
to ſatisfy envy, malice, or revenge; and 
to effect the objects of baſe miſchief and 
cowardly reſentment. —By'the help of theſe 
fraudulent engines; how many friendſhips 
have been diffolved !—how many mar- 
riages prevented and how many families 
thrown into confuſion, as well as broken into 
diviſions !—There is nothing ſo caſy as to 
fcatter ſuſpicion, and diſſeminate malice 
about the world ;—and theſe Sybil leaves 
are admirably calculated to ſpread it thro 
7 | | the 


4 | 
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the domeſtic circles of | life :—In ſhort, 
added Aſmodeus, were I to enter into 

all the poſſible modes in which this kind 
of artillery may be, and is daily employed, 
by malice and envy, to interrupt the hap- 
pineſs, and leſſen the honour of ſuperior 
or rival characters, —you might remain on 
this parapet till the noon day ſhould ſhine 
upon you.—But ſurely your own wicked- 
wit cannot be at a loſs to ſuggeſt the miſs 
chief which may be done by the poſt, who 
is not liable to pay for the ſcandal it inno- 
cently propagates, and whoſe authors it 
does not rag any m_ or means of 
diſcovering. 


bes | The general principles,” replied the 
Count, © of this pen and paper aſſaſſi- 
nation, I can very well comprehend. — 
Where the perpetrating character is in- 
volved in impenetrable darkneſs, I welt 
know the miſchief that may be done. From 


the infight I have been permitted to have 
into Hy worſhip's mode of proceedings: 
e H 5 whoſe 
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whoſe operations owe their effect to the in- 
viſibility of your agency,—and of whoſe 
conduct in the precious buſineſs of mil. 
chief, this anonymous letter- writing ap- 
pears to me to be a very happy imitation, 
— it appears to me to be one of thoſe 
pleaſant, miſchievous meaſures which are 
indebted for their invention to yourſelf, 


or ſome one of your amiable brother. 
bad. - 


« Your wit, my good friend,” replied 
the Demon, eis inexpreſſibly pleaſant, 
but it will not enliven me fo far as to make 
me aſſume a merit which is not my due :— 
For this mode of communication has been 
adopted, in one form or other, from the 
| earlieſt times ;—and the fact is, that the 
encreaſing conveniencies of ſocial life aug- 
ment the means of gratifying the malevo- 
lent, as well as the better paſſions.—lt is 
ſo ordered, you may believe me, that 
while human beings are ſuch a compound 
of good and ill as they at pieſent are, there 
FE; 8 muſt 
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muſt neceſſarily be a tax upon all advan- 
tages, and an alloy to every bleſſing of 
life. Truth and falſhood ,—philanthropy 
and malice, — in ſhort, vice and virtue will, 
while this world laſts, be continually en- 
gaged in a conteſt with each other,” 


« But is it not in your power, de- 
manded Don Cleofas, by ſome con- 
trivance or other, to give me an illuſ- 
tration of the peculiar mode of conducting 
this kind of maſked attack on her friends, 
—her acquaintance, and her enemies. 
for I can ſuppoſe they are all equally the 
objects of it, - which is adopted by this 
veteran anonymous writer, who is the cauſe 
of our preſent reflections?— Lou might, 
for example, repeat, or deſcribe to me, 
any one of thoſe pleaſant epiſtles which 
occupied her mind during the day; or, in 
ſhort, of that which plays upon her ar 
at this moment of the night. 


H 6 d Your 


. 
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« Your wiſh ſhall be accompliſhed,” 
anſwered the Demon, by receiving an 
account of both. 


cc Amarilla, for that is her name, is a 
ſingle lady of good family and fortune, who 
tells every body ſhe is but eight and twenty, 
and, in reality, ſhe is not more than ten 
years beyond it. She is lively and plea. 
fant in ſociety, but gloomy and rancorous 
by. herſelf. Her father was a fox-hunting 
country gentleman, and her mother a Scotch 
woman of quality. The former having 
taken her with him to a fox-chace, when 
ſhe was about fourteen, the horſe on which 
| The was mounted ran away with her, and 

the fall ſhe received in conſequence of it 
was attended with a fracture of her thigh, 
that has cauſed a very aukward limp in her 
gait. This circumſtance, and the latter 
days of her mother having been paſſed in 
an occaſional ſtateof medical coercion, are 
the reaſons why ſhe remains a virgin ; or, 
to adopt my expreſſions more ſuitably to 
the 


— 
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the real circumſtances of the caſe, - an un- 
married lady. x. 


« One of her moſt particular friends, 
who is not many years younger than her- 
ſelf, and of the moſt inoffenſive diſpoſition, 
has lately married a gentleman, not more 
diſtinguiſhed by his wealth, than by the 
elegance of his manners, and the. extent of 
his underſtanding. No expreſſions were 
ſufficient to convey Amarilla's public joy 
on the unexpected occaſion, while her 
heart blackened with private mortification; 
—and, influenced by the malignity of the 
latter, ſhe did not heſitate a moment to 
uſe her beſt endeavours towards ſowing a 
little uneaſineſs in the breaſt of her darling 
Clara's lover, —by a few amiable and be- 

nevolent hints, thrown together in the form 
of an anonymous letter, to the following 
purport j— | 


* That as from a fincere zeal to his 
honour, — and to prevent a man of his ſu- 
5 perior 
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perior character and worth, from being the 
dupe of artful people, in one of the moſt 
important concerns of life, it was recom- 
mended, as a neceſſary act of prudence in 
him, to delay, at leaſt, the completion of 
his intended nuptials, till he had made 
ſome very minute enquiries relative to a 
ſcene in a coppice near — in 
Lincolnſhire ;—which, in the ſcandalous 
chronicle of that neighbourhood, was ſup- 
poſed to have paſſed there, not many years 
ago z the principal actors in which were, 
the curate of the pariſh and a certain lady, 
whom the world reports to be on the point 
of being married to one of the beſt of 
men.” . 


« Though there was not a word of 
truth in the paſſed ſuggeſtion of ſuch an 
event, —or even of it having ever been 
ſuſpected, —or any thing like it, —in the 
country where the ſcene was laid, — or 
any where elſe, - within the knowledge of 
the anonymous vriter, — yet it might have 
5 ſo 
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ſo happened that the artifice would have 
operated, more or leſs, on the minds of a 
certain ,deſcription of people ;— and, if 
ſo,—the firſt hints would have been fol- 


lowed up with a progreſſive train of well- 


wrought, natural ſuggeſtions, that might 
not only have delayed the marriage ;—bur, 
by producing certain conſequences. of 
pique, jealouſy, and coolneſs, either real 
or aſſumed, have been the undiſcovered 
cauſe of entirely breaking off the match: 
Happily, however, for the innocent parties, 
the gentleman to whom theſe very friendly 


hints were addreſſed, poſſeſſed an heart, 


an underſtanding, and a knowledge of 


the world, which was very ſuperior to ſuch 


miſerable contrivance, treachery and fi- 
nefſe :—He loved and revered the excel- 
lent woman: to whom he was about to be 
united; he felt this inſidious attack upon 


her character as the moſt cruel injuſtice to 


her, —as well as the moſt malignant af- 
front to himſelf; - and therefore deter- 


mined to revenge them both, by haſtening 


3 the 
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perior character and worth, from being the 
dupe of artful people, in one of the moſt 
important concerns of life, it was recom- 
mended, as a neceſſary act of prudence in 
him, to delay, at leaſt, the completion of 
his intended nuptials, till he had made 
ſome very minute enquiries relative to a 
ſcene in a coppice near — in 
Lincolnſhire ;—which, in the ſcandalous 
chronicle of that neighbourhood, was ſup- 
poſed to have paſſed there, not many years 
ago the principal actors in which were, 
the curate of the pariſh and a certain lady, 
whom the world reports to be on the point 
of being married to one of the beſt of 
men.” 


« Though there was not a word of 
truth in the paſſed ſuggeſtion of ſuch an 
event,—or even of it having ever been 
ſuſpected, — or any thing like it,—in the 
country where the ſcene was laid,— or 
any where elſe, - within the knowledge of 
the anonymous writer,—yet it might * 
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ſo happened that the artifice would have 
operated, more or leſs, on the minds of a 
certain deſcription of people; and, if 
ſo,—the firſt hints would have been fol- 
lowed up with a progreſſive train of well- 
wrought, natural ſuggeſtions, that might 
not only have delayed the marriage; but, 
by producing certain conſequences of 
pique, jealouſy, and cool neſs, either real 
or aſſumed, have been the undiſcovered 


cauſe of entirely breaking off the match: 


Happily, however, for the innocent parties, 
the gentleman to whom theſe very friendly 
hints were addreſſed, poſſeſſed an heart, 
an underſtanding, and a knowledge of 
the world, which was very ſuperior to ſuch 


miſerable contrivance, treachery and fi- 


nefſe :>He loved and revered the excel- 
lent woman to whom he was about to be 
united; he felt this inſidious attack upon 
her character as the moſt cruel injuſtice to 
her,—as well as the moſt malignant af- 
front to himſelf ;—and therefore deter- 


mined to revenge them both, by haſtening 
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the event that was the object of this ſecret 
malevolence ; — and accordingly married 
the lady a fortnight ſooner than was origi- 
nally intended. 


„% Amarilla, being convinced in her 
own mind that ſhe had haſtened the very 
event ſhe hoped to retard, if not to fruſ- 
trate,.— determined, with all the ſpirit of 
irritated mortification, to change the mode 
of her attack, — and to employ the moſt 
probable means her malice could ſuggeſt, 
to awaken the ſpirit of jealouſy in the mind 
of her friend after marriage, which ſhe 
had vainly endeavoured to inſinuate into 
the breaſt of her huſband previous to it.— 
She has, accordingly, this very day, 
among other ſimilar matters, of leſs im- 
portance, written a diſguiſed letter to 


her friend Mrs. B——— —, in which, 
with all the artifice of elegant apology.— 
the ſweetening of delicate flattery, — and 
the heſitation of affectionate ſenfibiliry,--ſhe 


| mentions, —as from the beſt authority,— 
ef a ; that 
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that a little Italian figurante, who was 


ſuppoſed to have been a favourite of Mr. 


B. — before his marriage, ſtill retains 
a very ſerious influence over him; and 
that his beſt friends, who flattered them- 
ſelves that ſuch a ſolemn engagement 
would have put an end to ſo diſgraceful 
a connexion, do not heſitate to expreſs 


their moſt unreſerved concern, that the 
influence of ſo charming a wife cannot 


keep him from the ſyren, who only throws 


forth her allurements in order to riot in his 


diſhonour. — This friendly intelligence 


being gradually ſtated as an indubitable 


fact, — the precautions neceſſary to be 
taken on the occaſion are then politely 
ſuggeſted; and a recommendation to con- 
ſult one or two of her moſt intimate friends 
on the occaſion, with ſome, added apo- 
logies, and a ftring of thoſe conſolatory 
reflections, which, under the guiſe of 
tender expreſſions, are artfully contrived 
to irritate, rather than to moderate, the 
grievance, —conelude the humane epiſtle.“ 
\ N « (Of 
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Of all this,” ſaid Don Cleofas, * ] 
have as clear a comprehenſion as if I had 
literally read the whole of this incendiary 
letter, —of which you have related the 
ſubject, as I muſt own, in your beſt man- 

ner z—and, as your worſhip is ſometimes 

ſo kind as to look a little into futurity to 
oblige me,—it would really gratify my 
curioſity in no common degree, to be in- 
formed concerning the conſequences of 
ſuch a damnable attempt to undermine fo 
fair a fabric of domeſtic OO.” 


«70 Be not ſo i ;rapertcith, my good friend, 
I beſeech you,” replied Aſmodeus; © and 
I will endeavour to afford you the mok 
_ ample ſatisfaction my prognoſticating fa- 
culties can produce on the occaſion. 


* You muſt know then, that this epiſtle 
will have all the effect on the mind of 
Mrs. B. that can be deſited by the ma · 
lice which produced it; — and ſhe will not 


have read it over a ſecond time, before 
her 
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her carriage will be ordered to take her 
immediately to the writer of it; and not 
only to ſhew the torturing letter to the 
triumphant Amarilla,—but to receive her 


| advice as to the manner in which ſhe ſhall 
conduct herſelf, on the very particular and 


mortifying occaſion.— This will form one 
of the many curious ſcenes which. are to be 
performed to-day, on the theatre of this 

metropolis 1 


The anonymous, but unſuſpected 
ſeribe, will now have another enlarged 
fieid whereon to exert her malignant ge- 
nius:— For the perſon who has laid the 
ſnare, to be conſulted by the confident 
object of it, as to the way in which ſhe 
ſhall proceed, ſeems, indeed, to threaten, 
the latter with inevitable deſtruction :— 
And if it depended on herſelf alone, the 
fair proſpects of happineſs, upon which 
ſhe has of late gazed with ſo much de- 
light, would be clouded for ever: but 
Mrs. B after having been ad- 

| viſed 
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viſed by her artful counſellor to proceed 
with extreme caution, and ro do nothing 
without the moſt certain conviction that 
this kind of ſecret information, which is 
always of a ſuſpicious nature, ſhould be 
given from knowledge, —and a ſlate of 
real circumſtances, — will not be able to 
diſguiſe her ſecret uneaſineſs ;—which, as 
ſoon as it attracts the attention, will be 
followed by the anxious enquiries, of her 
huſband ;—who, on perceiving that ſome- 
thing of a ſerious nature lurks behind the 
peculiar evaſions with which his ſolicitous 
interrogations are treated, will come at 
once to the point, —and, in the manly 
tone, —accompanied' with the diſappointed 
looks of piqued affe&tion,—will inſiſt upon 
being informed of the truth. Mrs. B-— 
will then produce the letter ſhe has have re- 
ceived ;—and, when he has peruſed it, he 
will immediately fetch that, which, as I have 
already mentioned, had been addreſſed to 
himſelf ;—and, on offering it to her at- 


tention, he will obſerve, — but i in the moſt 
mild 
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and unreproaching manner: — © There 


© is a letter which I received previous to 
© our marriage;--and I had that confidence 
© in you, to accelerate our nuptials in con- 
© ſequence of it, - you have received a 


letter of a ſimilar nature; ſince our mar- 
© riage, and it inſpires you with a moſt . 


© unmerited ſuſpicion of my fidelity.- 
© My dear Clara, let this, I beſeech you, 
be the laſt time that I ſhall . over 


you.“ 


On examining theſe reſpective papers, 
they will perceive, from various circum- 


ſtances, that they originated in the ſame 
malice, as they are written in the ſame 


hand; and mutually agree to conſider them 
with the deteſtation and contempt which 
ſuch baſe engines of cowardly mal. gnity 


1o juſtly deſerve. 


« But this is not all ;—Mrs. B- 


9 


on her next viſit to Amarilla, will uncon- 
{cioully repreſent. this, and all attempts of 
: ; the 


— - — — — 


— 
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the ſame nature, as beneath her notice;— 
as incapable of intruding for a moment on 
her happineſs, —and as nothing more than 
the fruitleſs attempt of ſome malignant 
and wretched character, to diſgrace that 
virtue which ſhe has herſelf loſt, —and to 
wound that honour which ſhe can never 


attain,” 


© This,” exclaimed Don Cleofas, in a 
tone, and with a look of cordial triumph; 
& this would be a ſcene I ſhould contem- 
plate with the moſt inexpreſſible ſatisfaction. 
But, to complete your promiſe, tell me, 
if you pleaſe, what may be the occupation 
of her preſent thoughts, which, according 
to your account, is no-more than a fanci- 
ful continuation of her daily miſchief.” 


&« She is, at this moment,” replied Aſ- 
modeus, © arranging a precious little plan 
of malignity ;—ſhe dreams that ſhe 1s con- 
fidentially informed by one of her intimate 


female acquaintance,—who is a very ad- 
= | mired 
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mired perſon in the great world, hat the 
luxuries of high life have rather exceeded 
the power of her huſband's fortune ;—and 
that while not an human being ſuſpects 
their embarraſſment, they purpoſe to ſteal 


quietly abroad, under a pretence of bring- 


ing back their ſon from an academy in 
Normandy; where they themſelves in- 
tend to remain for the two years which 
may be neceſſary to retrieve their affairs, — 
Having received this account of the ſecret 
deſign of her friends, ſhe continues to 
dream that ſhe writes anonymous letters to 


their principal creditors, to inform them 


of the circumſtance,—with a few friendly 
little hints, ro take their meaſures ac- 
cordingly.” 


ce Such a wretch,” exclaimed the Count, 


© would diſgrace the character of a common 
devil.” 


* Not. quite ſo faſt, my good lord,” 
ſaid the Demon; © you are under more 
| obligations 
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obligations to ſuch characters as Amarilla 
than you are. aware of.—It is to the wicked 
nature of theſe people that we miniſter- 
ing devils owe all our leiſure:— If indivi. 
duals of your ſpecies did not often do our 
work for us, we ſhould not have a mo- 
ment's repoſe.— In ſhort, were it not for 
a pretty deal of human aſſiſtance in my 
department, I ſhould not poſſeſs the pre- 
Aent, or, indeed, any opportunity of ful- 
filling my promiſes, Tan demonſtrating 
aan en to you.“ 


— 


ce #6 If that be the caſe,” replied Don 
Cleofas, my lips are ſilent on the ſub- 
ject ; — and your's may be opened, if you 
think proper, on the hiſtory of the man 
who ſleeps in a room, which ſeems to oc- 
cupy the whole roof of an houſe to the leſt 
of us and, if it were not for the bed on 
which the good man repoſes, — has more 
the air of a work - ſnop than a bed- 
15 chamber.“ | : 


cc It | 


It 
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ee It is,” replied Aſmodeus, © the houſe, 
—the ſhop, the chamber, the parlour, 
and the every thing, of a very ingenious, 
indefat: gable, and ſcheming mechanic.— 
If we were to remain here till he aroſe, you 
would ſee his bed transformed into a 


table and two chairs, which form all the 


upholſtery of his apartment. He has in- 
vented many machines, of great utility, — 
and improved others,—of which his em- 
ployers have, in general, reaped the bene- 
fit, and ſometimes the honour.— This in- 
genious man dreams that he has diſcovered 

the art of making echoes, and that he is 
now employed in drawing up an advertiſe- 
ment, to offer his ſervice for ſupplying 
echoes .in every degree of reverberation, 
from the gentleſt whiſper, to the report of 
a cannon, — for the uſe of parks, gardens, 
mufic-rooms, and ladies chambers. 


te In the garret of the adjoining houſe, 
on a bed without curtains, ſleeps that 


- Wetched and unhappy being, an hireling 
. Poet, 


170 DEVIL UPON TWO STICKS 


poet, —who' gets his ſcanty bread by 


writing ballads for ſtreet-fingers, —poems 


of every denomination for magazines and 
newſpapers, — and ſongs for the public 
gardens :—he is not without ſome rays of 
poetical genius, but they are clouded by 


neceſſity „ and chilled by penury.—He is 


at preſent dreaming about a tragedy that 
he has long meditated to write, —and he 


thinks that he has already got to oo _ 


| — act. 


In the room | beneath the poet, the 
| b of a ſiſter art is enjoying the 
higheſt honours that can await the {kill 
of painters. .—During the day, he has been 
employed in painting the arms of the 
Prince of Wales, to decorate the front of 
a.tradeſman's ſhop, who has the honour 
of ſerving: his Royal Highneſs with boots 
and ſhoes ;—but he now fancies that he 1s 
an hiſtoric painter of the firſt claſs, — and 
that the cartoons.of "OY at the Queen's 
houſe, 


Pups * Sf, fa «a D,, Gak mc TT.. RIES Oren 55 


IN ENGLAND. 17h 


houſe, are actually taken down, to make 
room for the ſuperior works of his pencil. 


In the adjoining chamber is a moſt 
pleaſant fellow of a clergyman, who loves 
a joke better than his bible; — and of the 
bible itſelf will make a joke rather than 
balk his fancy, —or deny himſelf the glory 
of creating a laugh. How many friends 
has that inconſiderate man made and loſt, 
by unfortunate exertions of his wit, —and 
| the irreſiſtible impulſe of miſapplied rail- 
lery !—He once loſt a good wife, and a 
good fortune, by ridiculing ſome acci- 
dental imperfections of the tender and be- 
loved mother of a young lady to whom he 
paid his addreſſes; — and, by turning his 
ſarcaſms againſt a biſhop, juſtified the pre- 
late in withdrawing his promiſe of making 
an ample proviſion for him in the church. 
He is now ſmiling on his pillow, from 
dreaming that he is preaching before the 
veteran and hoary penſioners of Chelſea · 
hoſpital, and that he has taken for his 

e 22 text, 
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text. Remember thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth.“ 


In the chamber on the ſame parallel 
with that of the unlucky wight of a parſon, 
and whoſe very floor is ſtrewed with old 
books and pamphlets, a poor author is now 
rioting in exceſs of wealth and plenty.— 
He is a man of ſome learning, and more 
taſte, —who is 10 unfortunate as to be a 
drudge of the bookſellers, and who, by 
labouring with his pen and his brain, ten 
hours a day throughout the u hole year, 
gets juſt ſufficient to pay his board and 
lodging, to ſupport a decent appearance, 
and to indulge himſelf in a few coffee- 
houſe expences.— At this very moment, he 
dreams that he is an Italian opera ſinger, 
and has juſt cleared fifteen hundred pounds 
at his benefit. What a pity, —one might 
add, indeed, what a ſhame it is, that he 
muſt ſo ſoon awake to be the ſlave of 
Pater-noſter row, at the rate of three gui- 


neas a week. 
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“Look a little further down the ſtreet,” 
.continued the Devil upon Two Sticks,— 
and you will ſce a-baker's ſhop, where 
the people are buſy in heating the ovens, 
and preparing to. bake the bread for their 
cuſtomers of the enſuing day.—You will 
be ſo good as to let your eyes paſs from the 
bottom to the top of the houſe, where you 
may ſee the maſter himſelf, who, having re- 
gulated the various proportions of the un- 
baked proviſions, is juſt gone to his bed; 
and, fatigued with his toil of the night and 
morning, already dreams, that, on ac- 
count of the preſent high price of corn, he 
has charitably ordered a certain number 
of loaves to be made 'above the ſtandard 
weight, for the benefit of the poor. 


But,“ demanded the Count,“ does he 


not think, at the ſame time, that he de- 
miniſhes in the ſame proportion, the legal 


| quantities of bread which he intends to ſell 


to the rich. By no means,” replied the 
1 HOW. 
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Demon, © he is, at preſent, all humanity 


viſionary ſcene of benevolence, to receive 
a ſummons from a magiſtrate, on an in. 


that truly reſpectable kind of dealer called a 
pawnbroker, who now imagines in his 
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children, —and that he is fo affected by 


promiſe her ten ſhillings a week, till he 
can place her in a ſituation where ſhe may 
procure a comfortable ſupport for ber 
and little ones. 
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and juſtice, —but he will awake from this 


formation made againſt him by the ſtew- 
ard of a neighbouring hoſpital, for having 
ſupplied it with loaves of notorious defi 
ciency. 


« The very next houſe is the dwelling of 


ſleep, that a poor woman comes to pledge 
her laſt rags, to procure food for three ſick 


her maternal tenderneſs and melancholy 
condition, as not only to provide her with 
cloaths for her decent appearance, and 
money for her immediate relief, —but to 
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« [n the firſt floor of the pawnbroker's 
houſe, and a very proper place you will 
ſay it is for ſuch a perſon, lodges a worthy 
old man, who has ſupported and enriched 
himſelf by the honourable profeſſion of 
uſury.— He too contrives ſometimes to 
ſleep; and is now dreaming, that in one of 


his Sunday rambles in the vicinity of the 


metropolis, he has found a bag of gold 
and bank- notes; which he immediately ad- 
vertiſes, and returns to the perſon who had 
loſt them, without having purloined a 
guinea, or receiving any other reward but 
the acknowledgements of the grateful ow- 
ner. | 


«© Theſe people, I fear,” ſaid Don Cleo- 
fas, © retired very late indeed to their re- 
poſe; — for their ſleeping thoughts do not 
appear to poſſeſs that veracity, which, ac- 
cording to the poet you have already quo-. 
ted, accompanies the latter portion of noc- 
turnal reſt. 


1 © The 
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The philoſophy of poets,” anſwercd 
Aſmodeus,—* is not of very ſterling de- 
pendenee; and though there may be ſound 
phyſics, as well as good morals, in the opi- 
nion to which you' allude, the fancy that 
plays about the human mind in the hours 
of reſt;—is, believe me, but an accidental 
reporter of truth or falſchood. —If, how- 
ever, you wiſh to have an example of 
ſomething like truth of application in a 
paſſing dream,—you may ſee the object of 
it in a large chamber, with a lamp burning 
on a bracket above the chimney-piece— 
In that large bed of green damaſk, with 
the curtains undrawn at the feet, fleeps a 
wealthy, aſthmatic old gentleman, who, but 
yeſterday, attained his ſixty-ninth year, and 
is in a few days to be married to a 
blooming young woman of twenty-four.— 
He dreams, as your lordſhip will fay, apt- 
hy enough,—that he is become an infant, 
and that his intended bride is the nurſe who 
feeds him with a ſpoon. 


by ; , 


* 
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« ] ſhall give you ſome little occaſion 
to ſmile,” continued the Devil,” © when 
] have communicated to .you the ſubject 
which agitates the lady's fancy who is now 
tumbling the pillows of the white bed in 
an upper room of the adjoining houſe, — 
She is, at preſent, ſo occupied in acting 
over her feveriſh occupations of the paſſed 
day,—that when ſhe awakes from the re- 
poſe of to-night, ſhe will find herſelf af- 
flicted by the very laſſitude which ſhe ex- 
pected to have been removed by it.— The 
fair gameſter, at this moment, thinks that” 
ſhe has been engaged in the uſual amuſe- 
ments of her evenings, —and that-ſhe has 
been playing at piquet with an inveterate ill 
fortune, that has ſtripped her of every thing. 
She 1magines that ſhe has not only loſt 
her money, trinkets and cloaths, but that her 
teeth have alſo become the property of her 
opponent ; and that on ſtaking one of her 
eyes, relenting fortune turns the ſcale in 
her favour, and affords her the unexpected 
proſpect of riſing at laſt a winner from the 
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table. —“ As you were proceeding,” ſaid 
the Count, « I really began tobe alarmed 
for the lady's honour. I.was fearful of tha 
precious article being brought to the ha. 
zard,” Such is the ſpirit of play,” an. 


ſwered the Demon, © that her honour 


would have preceded her ear-rings,—but 
fortunately ſhe has not beauty enough to 
make it a current commodity.” 


cc Hitherto,” replied Don Cleofas, you 


have obliged me by relating only the 


thoughts of ſleep; but now I preſume you 


vill introduce me to the actions of it,—for 


the young lady whom I ſee ſitting upon 
her bed in a riding-dreſs, and making up 
ſomething of a package, —is, I ſuppoſe, 
one of thoſe whoſe dreams are ſo very 
powerful, as to make them act, in every 
reſpect, as if they were broad awake.— 

This charming girl, I preſume, is afflicted 
with the very unpleaſant habit of walking 


in her lleep-* 


4 You 
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« You never hazarded a more unfortu- 
nate conjecture in your life,” anſwered Aſ- 
modeus, ** ſhe is at this moment as little 
encumbered with ſleep as yourſelf ;—and 
though ſhe is not immediately in that claſs 
of objects which affords the ſubjects of our 
preſent obſervations, —yet ſhe has attracted 
your notice; and ſince there is ſomething 
ſingular in the circumſtances of her life, 
as well as of her preſent ſituation, —I will 
introduce her little hiſtory as an epiſode, 
which may afford no unpleaſing variety to 
the allotted objects of the night. 


« Cara is a young lady of faſhion ; and 
her parents, as the general appearance of 
the houſe in which they live might lead 
you to ſuppoſe, are perſons of large for- 
tune, who figure in the higheſt circles of 
what is called the great world. She is 
their only child, —their darling daughter, 
Land they do every thing in their power 


to make the qualities of her mind rival the 
beauties of her form. —There is only one 
1 point 
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Point in which they are deficient but 
that may be ſaid to involve the whole — 
the parental duty of preſenting a good ex. 
ample for her imitation. Here there is a 
moſt lamentable inattention, —and they 
ought to be thankful that this criminal 
| negligence finds no heavier puniſhment 
than that which is about to be inflicted on 
it. But to W 


« No ſooner had Clara attained to that 
period of life when the youthful mind is 
capable of ſerious reflection, than her father 
Toft no opportunity to warn her againſt the 
arts of libertine men,—and to impreſs the 
idea, that the moſt invaluable jewel a 
female could poſſeſs, was a ſpotleſs repu- 
- tation;—But this thoughtleſs father was 
| himſelf a man of extreme dif pation : at 
the very time when he was deſcribing to 


his child the infamy of laying ſchemes for 
the ſeduction of young women, he him- 
ſelf was a ſeducer;—and was frequently 


engaged in the luſtful arts of diſhonour- 
oy 5 ing 
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ing the daughter of another, at the very 
hour when he appeared to be ſo ſolicitous 
for the preſervation of his own. 


« In giving his parental inſtructions 
to his girl, he would aſſure her that a man 
who drank to exceſs, muſt be a bad huſ- 
band, and a bad father, —at the very mo- 
ment when he was going to dine at a ta- 
vern with a ſet of men who were all drunk- 
ards, as well as himſelf.—He has recom- 
mended her to avoid a quarrelſome and 
hot-headed man, as a character with whom 
a woman could not enjoy a moment's 
peace, — while he himſelf was writing a 
challenge to the moſt intimate friend of his. 
life. And as for a Newmarket lover, he 
has forbade her, again and again, - on pain 
of his laſting diſpleaſure, ever to think of 
a man who will leave her ſociety for that 
of ſtable-men, and the loweſt gamblers, 
and riſ his fortune on the ſpeed of an horſe, 
—although he himſelf never miſſes a New- 
market meeting, and is known by all who 
we is know 
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know him, to be paſſionately attached to 


the amuſements of the turf, 


Her mother alſo has plenty of good 
inſtructions, and bad examples for this un- 
fortunate young lady.—She is a woman 
| whoſe pride is not only troubleſome to all 
her acquaintance, but painful to herſelf. — 
She thinks of nothing but the dignity of 
her ſtation, the honour of her family, and 
the neceſſity of keeping her inferiors at a 
diſtance, Nevertheleſs, in the midſt of 
this haughty demeanour, ſhe continually 
recommends to her daughter the practice of 
complaiſance and condeſcenſion to all,. — 

and, by an unaffected humility to inferiors, 
even of the loweſt denomination, to leſſen, 
if poſſible, any apparent ſeverity in the ap- 
pointment of their ſubordinate ſtations. 


* Apainſt ſatirical reflections, ill-na- 
tured remarks, or unfavourable repreſen- 
tations of the actions, or perſons of others, 
the utmoſt exertions of maternal elo- 
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quence are conſtantly employed, for the in- 
ſtruction of her daughter; while the good 
lady herſelf never ſpeaks of her acquain- 
tance, or even her friends, without ſome 
proportion of acrimony or reprehenſion, 
E and is as ſparing of her praiſe of others, 
as if it would recoil in the form of reproach 
upon herſelf. 


« As for cards, Clara had been forbid- 
den,. — in the moſt poſitive language of 
prohibition, and the ſevereſt menace on 
diſobedience, — to touch them ;—while her 
mother frequently paſſes the night in 
the amuſements of the card- table; — and 
the girl has oftentimes received a lecture 
from her parent againſt the folly of dreſs, 
the nonſenſe of finery, and the ruinous 
conſequences of the love of parade, in a 
room be · ſpread with habiliments of every 
expence, and by the ſide of a toilette cover- 


ed with diamonds. 


« Nor, while the inferior branches of 
human duty are thus enforced by precept, 
| and 
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and oppoſed by practice, —is religion, the 
primary ſource of them all, paſſed by in 
ſilence.— Clara is urged to morning and 
evening prayer by thoſe whoſe eyes are 
never directed to Heaven, either for the 
purpoſe of petition or thankſgiving and 
ſhe is taught to believe, that the being 
abſent from church on the Sabbath, is a 
moft unpardonable error, by thoſe whom 
ſhe has heard to declare, in terms of jocu- 
larity, that ſince thev approached the . al- 
tar to be married, they had never been 
ſeen in a place of public worſhip. 


« In ſhort, the parents of this charm- 


ing girl are continually giving her inſtruc- 
tions which they never practiſe, and differ 
in every example of their conduct, from 


every precept of their advice. Not a leſ- 


ſon has ſhe received from her mother, — 
which” her own example has not been cal- 
culated to deſtroy ;—nor any ſerious coun- 
ſel from her father, —which his actions 
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have not openly diſapproved. It cannot, 
therefore, be a matter of ſurprize to you, 
or, in your opinion, of blame to poor Clara, 
when I inform you, that ſhe is up, and 
dreſſed at this early hour, in order to run- 
away with an amiable and well educated 
young clergyman, who has for ſome time 
paſt been employed to teach her the uſe of 
the globes. 


« ] perceive by the ſmile that is break- 
ing upon your countenance,” continued 
the Demon, © that Jam to expect a few 
of your agreeable remarks on the occaſion, 
—ſo let them come without heſitation, as 


our preſent excurſion draws towards a con- 


cluſion.” © Indeed, my friend,” anſwered 
the Count, © I have only. to obſerve, that, 
as the parents of the young lady gave her 
inſtructions to reſtrain her inclination, 
while they allowed an unlimited indul- 
gence to their own, — they will ſurely have 
no juſt right to reproach her for receiving 
their inſtructions, and following their ex- 
ample,” 
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« I beg your pardon,” replied Aſmo. 
deus, I was really apprehenſive that the 
concluſion of this little hiſtory would have 
furniſhed your lively fancy with ſome ſpor- 
tive images, — and that you would, at leaft, 
have contrived a laugh at the expence of 
the runaway parties.” *© I felt,” . faid 
Don Cleofas, © a very contrary diſpoſi. 
tion, I aſſure you ;—this is a moment of 
too much ſuſpenſe and anxiety, to juſtify 
” jocular levity. If the young people, in- 
-deed, were returned ſafe and happy from 
their expedition, I might, perhaps, laugh 
with the beſt of them. <0 


« In the mean time, then,” continued 
the Devil, © I will furniſh you with a ſub- 
ject for your mirth in the houſe at the 

corner of the ſtreet, every room of which 
you mult perceive_to be filled with rare 
and curious articles in the various branches 
of natural philoſophy. The gentleman 


who occupies a chamber at the top of the 


houſe for the benefit of the air, and who 
' ſleeps 


+ 
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fleeps in a bed without curtains, that the 
current of it may not be impeded,—is a 
very eminent writer of natural hiſtory, 
and a Fellow of the Royal Society :—He, 
at this moment, dreams that he is ſo near 


marriage, as to be accompanying a lady 
to the church for that purpoſe, —when, 


Juſt as be reaches the porch—obſerving a 


butterfly of a very rare ſpecies, baſking 


upon a wild flower, by the ſide of a grave, 
—he ſtops the company, to give him an 


opportunity of catching it; — but the 


winged inſect eſcaping, he thinks that he 
purſues it over hill and dale,—through 
brake and briar,--and that, in the ardour of 
his chaſe, he leaves the bride to all the diſap- 


pointment of her aukward fituation,—and 


the marriage-rites to the ſolemnization of 


a future day. 


In the houſe on this ſide the habita- 
tion of the philoſopher, lives a wealthy, a 
worthy, and a jovial alderman of London; 
who, at this moment, imagines himſelf 

tO 
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to be at table with a biſhop, who has a 
more gormandizing appetite than himſelf, 


In the adjoining manſion ſleeps a no- 
bleman, whoſe mean and ſordid character 
is well known to the world :—though en- 
riched by the marriage of two wealthy 
wives, he continues to lament, as he has 
done for near thirty years, the protracted 
life of his father ;—and, of courſe, the 
delayed poſſeſſion of a great hereditary 
fortune. He now enjoys, in his ſleep, the 
death which makes him an earl, and gives 
him an eſtate of twenty thouſand pounds 
a year.— He thinks alſo, that he 1s in cloſe 
conference with the clerk of his pariſh, who 
is an undertaker, to arrange the funeral 
with the moſt minute economy.“ 


& But leaving ſuch a wretch to the me- 
rited diſappointment to which he will 
awake,“ ſaid the Count, do not I ſee 
a bed- chamber which, inſtead of com- 
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mon paper "OO IRE i8 hung * with 
muſical compoſitions? : 


« Tt is even ſo,” anſwered the Demon; 
« and, which is more, you may obſerve a 
piano: forte faſtened to the bed,—and fo. 
contrived, that the lady who repoſes there, 
if the ſhould be indiſpoſed to ſleep, which 
frequently happens, — can amuſe herſelf on 
the inſtrument, without quitting her mat- 
traſs.—She is a woman of large fortune, 
whoſe very ſoul is impregnated with muſic, 
and who is indifferent about any enjoy- 
ment but ſuch as proceeds from muſical 
entertainments. At preſent ſhe is in a ſound 
and delightful ſlcep, for ſhe thinks that 
ſhe is married to an Italian ſinger of the 
firſt voice, —and that ſhe is giving orders 
to expunge the family motto from her 
arms, whether painted on her coach, or 
engraved on her piate,—and to ſupply it 
with the well-known, and deſcriptive 
phraſe of, var, et prælerea nibil.“ 


6 1 ſup- 
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ce I ſuppoſe,” obſerved the Count, © that 
it does not anſwer your preſent deſign to 
expoſe to me any of thoſe unhappy people, 
whom the cares of the mind, or the dif. 


orders of the body, keep from the comforts 
of reſt;—for, as yet, I do not remember 


to have ſcen a ſingle perſon, except the 


young lady in waiting to be run-away 
with, —who did not fully enjoy the privi- 
leges of ſleep. —It Morpheus ſhould be 
particularly favourable to this quarter, — 


- you will be ſo good, I am ſure, whenever 
you may be called from your kind attend- 


ance on me, to provide me with a lodging 
in it.” 
«© There is no ſpot, my good friend,” 


anſwered the Demon, © in this, or any 
other city,—or, indeed, in the habitable 


globe, where care or pain does not keep 
the eye open, at the dark hour when na- 


ture requires that it ſhould be cloſed ;— 
but, as the dreams of ſleeping men were 


the allotted ſubjects of our immediate con- 


ſideration, 
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fideration,— I took care to paſs by thoſe 
whoſe pillows were unbleſſed with repoſe. 
Here are plenty of them ;—and, as I have 


another hour to ſpare, you ſhall be 
amuſed with an account of ſome of thoſe, 


who, from the various cauſes which delight, 
— agitate,— and occupy mortal men,— 
remain awake, when they ſhould be faſt 
aſleep.” 


Don Cleofas conſented to the propoſi- 


tion, and the Devil upon Two Sticks 


continued his elucidations. 
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u which the Cobwr and bis ConpDvcrtor 
paſs from the Sleepers to the Sleepleſs, 


4 ' © the very next houſe,” ſaid the De- 

mon, to the muſical lady, you 
may ſee a young man, whom love keeps 
awake; and whoſe old valet de · chambre, 
by way of quickening, or amuſing his te- 
dious vigils,—is reading the tranſlation of 
a Spaniſh ſtory, — in order to prove that 
there may be misfortunes in love, of a far 
more diſaſtrous nature than thoſe, which he 


ſuffers,” 


My curioſity is all alive,” interrupted 
Don Cleofas, at the idea of a Spaniſh 
ftory;— and, if you never indulge me 
again, do favour me now with the recital 
YL e 
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of what the old ſervant is at this moment 
reading, to ſooth his love- ſick muſter.” 


c The tale would be too long for the 
time I have to ſpare you, were I to be- 
gin it,” anſwered Aſmodeus; you will 
therefore excuſe me, if I accompany the 


reader, —and take it up preciſely at the 


part which he now unfolds to the eager 
ear of enamoured watchfulneſs, 


cc ——ů » "7 3 and * | 
bund Now Michael Gonſales, rode ſlowly 
through the foreſt, beguiling the tediouſ- 
neſs of their way, by relating what they 
had a thouſand times repeated to each 
other, — the ſad tale of their mutual ſorrows 
and diſappointments, | 


« Night at length ſpread its dark 
mantle over nature „and they wandered 
far from the path which led to the convent, 
within whoſe: haſpitable walls they had 

Vol. VI. K hoped 
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hoped to find repoſe from the fati gues of 
their journey. 


CL T 0 0 was fruitleſs, —and to 
return, with the hope of finding the un- 
frequented way from whence they had 
ſtrayed, ſeemed to be a very diſcouraging 
attempt; — ſo they continued their courſe 
as chance might direct them,. - and they 
ſoon came to the ſide of a ſmall rivulet, 
whoſe daſhing noiſe marked the interrupted 
progreſs of its waters. — Along its ſhady 
banks they took their way in ſolitude and 
in ſilence, — in the wearied expectation of 
finding ſome poor peaſant's hut, that might 

afford them a ſhelter for the ni * 


6c They followed the courſe of the 3 
—and found no traces of human habita- 
tion: Wearied, therefore, with the toil 
of the day, they began to think of making 
the bare earth their pillow,—when one of 
the ſervants diſcovered a light on the 
oppoſite ſide of the water, 

5 „ He 
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« He was s immediately ordered to ford - 
the rivulet, and to explore the ſpot from 
whence the welcome gleam proceeded — 


Ne inſtantly obeyed, —and ſoon returned, 


with a kind invitation from an aged her- 
mit, whoſe lamp caſt its faint rays through 
the gloom,—to partake of the humble 
hoſpitality of his cell.— The friendly offer 
was gladly accepted, —and the benighted 


_ travellers ſoon arrived at the door of the | 


ſolitary habitation. | 


cc Don Solano entered, and ſaw an old . 


man, clad in the habit of the Franciſcan 
order, and reclined on a couch of reeds. — 


His beard deſcended to his girdle, and he 
held a crucifix in his hand. 


My fon,” ſaid the hermit, in a feeble 


tone of voice, enter, I beſeech you, 


© into this humble dwelling, — and receive 
the kindeſt protection it is able to afford 
© you;—a ſtrange chance, but, perhaps, 

* a very providential one, — ſeems to have 
K 3 brought 
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© brought you to this ſequeſtered ſpot, — 
© where, during the courſe of twenty- 
© nine years that I have been the -inhabi. 
© tant of it, no wandering ſtranger has 
© aſked admiſſion to my cell; — and I 
cannot bur conſider it as a bleſſed ſign 
6 of Heaven's favour to me, in conduct- 
ing you hither at this important mo- 
* ment. 


© I feel, my ſons, continued the her- 
mit, © that my. life 1s haſtening to its pe- 
riod, and that theſe eyes of mine will 
© not behold another ſun.—You are come, 
© therefore, to be the depoſitories of that 


1 hiſtory which it becomes me to diſcloſe: 


6 Land, while you refreſh yourſelves with 
© fuch humble fare as this poor place af- 
£ fords, I will endeavour to turn my re- 
collection to the leading cireumſtances 
of that ſtrange ſtory, which I truſt the 
 Frlliadneks of -Fieaven will enable me to 
8 me.“ 
| ore He 
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„He then directed the travellers to 
open a ſmall cupboard in the corner of 
the hermitage, and deſired them to regale 
on the frugal contents of it. Their meal 
was not long ;—and when the holy man 
perceived that it was finiſhed, he continued 
his diſcourſe. 


* Aﬀter the many dark paſſages through 

* which I have been forced to make my 
way, I cannot but bleſs the conde- 
© ſcending mercy of 'Heaven, which has, 
© at length, conducted me to the conſo- 
© lations of this hour; and that it gra- 
« ciouſly affords me ſtrength to relate 
* thoſe ſorrows which have at length found 
* a final cure in this ſolitary dwelling. 


© I am, my ſons, deſcended from one 
:M of the firſt families in Spain,—and re- 
* ceived all the advantages that education 
could beſtow on rank and fortyne.— 
© When I firſt appeared on the theatre of 
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the world, I was conſidered as the moſt 
accompliſhed perſon among the young 


nobility of the Spaniſh Col —F ortune 


ſmiled upon me the career of honour 
was open before me ;—and the firft 
houſes of our proud nobility ſolicired my 
alliance :—But the fervid blood of im- 
petuous youth boiled in my veins; and, 
being free from all reſtraint or control, 
—1 ruſhed at once into all the riot of 
luxurious intemperance; — and, from 


being the admiration,— I became the 
Horror of all, but the companions of 


my debaucheries. — Strange, however, 
as it may appear,—it is no leſs true, — 


that thoſe habits of vice, which ſeemed 
to be rooted in my nature,—and had 


already reſiſted the counſels of friends, 


E the calls of honour,—the remonſtrance 


of my ſovereign, —and the injunctions 


of religion, —quitted their hold on my 


character the moment I beheld Ange- 
© lina's beauty. 


& At 
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© At that dear, — that fatal, — that 


e much lamented name, —ſaid the her- 


mit, raiſing himſelf a little on his couch, 


c 


A A A 


£ 


I muſt ſigh once again, ere my laft 
breath eſcapes me.—Her form was made 
to adorn a Paradiſe, — and from that 
heaven, which I might have poſſeſſed at 
once, had I run the career of virtue. 

my vicious life now threatened to ſhut 
me out for ever.—Her family turned 


with horror from the offers of a man, 


whom, three years before, they would 


Au have bent their knees to receive. 


. Thus ſtung with 83 and 
oppreſſed with fhame, — I clearly per- 


ceived that nothing could obtain that 


happineſs for me on which my very ex- 


iſtence depended, but an entire refor- 


mation of my life, Love rekindled in 


my heart the flame of virtue; and the 
hopes of rendering myſelf worthy of 
Angelina, gave a new colour and ten- 
POE” to all my thoughts and aftions.— 
| K 45 e I was 
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© I was reſolved to poſſeſs her, if a renewed 
© ftate of virtue could be thought to de- 
© ſerve her; — but if my reformation 
© ſhould fail,—and I ſhould not, by any 
means, be able to obtain the object of 
my idolatry, —I had made a moſt folemn 
vo to turn my back upon this world, 
here no joy could remain for me, 
and paſs the reſt of my days in the ſolitary 
© contemplation of a better. 


Jo ſuch a ſolitude my fate has driven 
me but the events that are mingled 
© with it are ſo full of horror, that I muſt 
© beg your patience for a ſhort repofe, — 
© which may enable me, perhaps, to con- 
tinue the ſequel of my lamentable 
© _— 


Here the hermit made a 8 but, 
after the filence of a few minutes, he pro- 
eeeded on the melancholy r narrative of his 
misforrunes, 

The 


0 
* 


1 


IN ENGLAND, 20 


© The reformation,” continued he, of 
my life was fo extraordinary, that it 


engrofſed the general converſation of all 


Madrid ;—and, as I never heſitated to 
tell the cauſe of it, the lovely Ange- 
lina's family and friends began to mani- 
feſt ſome degree of relaxation in their 
late obſtinate refuſal of me. 


I now lived almoſt entirely alone: 
my houſe, which had ſo long been noto- 
rious for its feſtive rigts, now poſſeſſed 
the ſolemn ſilence of religious retire= 
ment ;—and when my mind could bear 
the intruſion of any other object but 
Angeling,—I applied myſelf to the con- 
ſolations of grave and inſtruktive ſei- 
ene. 

© I had now paſſed ſeveral months in a 
mingled ſtate of hope, fear and impati- 
ence,—when I was aſſured by a vigilant 
friend, that a formidable rival had riſen 


* vp againſt me in the eldeſt ſon of a rich 
K 5 family, 
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L family, to whoſe arms the beautiful An- 


© oelina would ſoon be conſigned, if I did 
© not come forward, in ſome ſhape or other, 
© to prevent it, —At this information my 
© nature threw off at once all the gentleneſs 
© it had fo lately aſſumed: I became furi- 


d © ous and ſavage;—my jealous rage panted 


© after its victim I ſought my rival, nor 
© did he fear to be found; e fou ght—and 
© he fell dead at my feet. 


= My friends Furie me immediately 


away. from Madrid, and would not leave 


© me till I had pafſed the frontiers of the 


© kingdom-—They then recommended pa- 


© tience, promiſed a continuance of their 


_ © friendſhip, and bade me farewel. 


£ Three years did I wander, a wretch- 


ed vagabond, from city to city, and from 


© kingdom to kingdom, with no other in- 
© mates of my breaſt but Angelina and deſ- 
pair. —At length, my uncle and his two 
* ſons dying in the ſame week, of a malig- 
9 nannt 
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© nant fever, I became the only ſurvi- 
eving branch of an ancient and illuſtrious 
© houſe. This circumſtance procured my 

© pardon, occaſioned my recal, and at 


© length bleſſed me in the Pn of 
1 Angelina. a | | 


Four years did I live with her in un- 
© ſpeakable happineſs; but the conſtancy 
© which warmed my boſom, did not commu- 
* nicate its flame to that of my wife; and af- 
ter having borne two lovely children, ſhe 
became faithleſs to me. —My jealouſy was 
© equal to my love; and I did not delay to 
© form the plan of that revenge which I 
© have fince executed, and wheſe cruel 
© fury, I now truſt, Heaven has par- 
© doned. | 


Il ſent a letter to a faithful friend, re- 
© commending to him the paternal care of 
my infant children, and beſeeching him 
© not to make enquiry after one whom he 
, would ſee no more. I then diſguiſed my- 
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© felf in the habit of a peaſant, prepared 
© the inſtrument of revenge, and a ſwift 
© courſer for my flight, when I had executed 
c jit,—I then placed myſelf in ambuſh, 
near the bower where the guilty para- 
_ © mours were to meet, and which had alrea- 
© dy been the ſcene of their laſcivious plea- 
© ſures ;—nor did they difappoint me.—1 
© plunged a dagger in the throbbing breaſt 
© of the villian who deceived me, and with 
© the reeking blade, N made a paſſage to 
* Angelin#s heart. But my revenge was 
not yet ſatisfied: tremble not my ſons, 
© when [I tell you, that I ſevered her head 
© from the quivering trunk, and wrapped it 
© in a napkin;'I mounted my horſe, and 
© taking my way through the unfrequented 
© parts of an extenſive foreſt, prevented all 
* poſlibility of tracing my end 


After a feveriſh journey of ſeveral 
© days, I paſſed the confines of Spain, and 
c arrived before the walls of a convent, 


* whoſe turrets mingled with the loftieft 
branches 
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* branches of an adjoining wood: But 
© before I demanded its aſylum, I bu- 
© ried all that I now poſſeſſed of Angelina, 
© in the ſpot where I afterwards, formed 
8 this cell. 


© Thereligious fathers received me with 
© kindneſs, and I found ſome confolaticn 
jn the review of their holy and ſpotleſs 
© lives:— but my crimes demanded a 
© deeper expiation than the rigours of 
* their diſcipline —With my own hands 
I made this ſolitary grot; and ſome jew- 
© els which I preſented to the convent, ſe- 
cured me a daily ſupply of ſimple food 
to ſuſtain my nature in bearing its Puniſh» 
ment, 


After five years ſevere penitence, with 
my own hands I dug up the ſcull of 
Angelina, and placed it in that niche 
where you now behold it.—That fad, 
affecting ſpectacle, has given poignancy 
to my ſorrows, and zeal to my repen- 

© tance. 


3 
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6 
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tance. . has long Gnce les for 


giveneſs from me, and I truſt that my 
ſufferings have obtained the mercy of 
Heaven for myſelf. 


Here have I felt che heat of thirty ſum- 


mers, — and here have I felt the cold of as 
many winters, — and now my laſt mo- 


ment is at hand.—I cannot repeat my 
name, but it is engraved on the pave- 
ment; and if my children yet live, you 
may tell them of their father's fate, and 


bear his laſt bleſſing to them. 


Don Solano, trembling with aſtoniſh- 


2 


ment, caſt his eyes upon the floor, and 
throwing himſelf inſtantly at the old 
man's det ben give me that bleſſing,” 


faid he, for I am your ſon, —a ſon that 


0 


c 


© inherits all his father's ſorrows. But Don 


Solano aſked in vain,—the hermit was no 
more,—his laſt "gh had eſcaped him. 


« But are there not e of W 
ceſsful love and female infidelity” ſaid the 
| Count, 
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Count, © to be found in this country, with- 
out applying to the diſtant parts of Europe 
for their local wretchedneſs.—Moſt cer- 
tainly,” anſwered the Demon; “ but in this 
kingdom, the fine machinery of love ro- 
mance is wanting. — There are no con- 
vents, —or hermits, —or pathlefs foreſts.— 

or ſolitary caſtles, - or myrtle groves, —or 
midnight ſerenades ;—no iron grates, no 
ſubtle duennas, — no vengeful poniards are 
to be found here; ſo that if it had been a 
mere account of Engliſh diſtreſs that the 
good man had been reading, I ſhould not 
have troubled you with a tale;—that would 
have been infipidity itſelf to the warm 
imagination of a gallant Spaniard. 


* You are pleaſed to be merry with me,” 
replied Don Cleofas, *©* and I ſhall loſe no 
part of the prefent opportunity I poſſeſs of 
receiving your inſtruction, by engaging 
in a conteſt with you. I ſhall beg the fa- 
vour of you therefore, to inform me con- 
cerning a gentleman, who is now fitting 
Tr BE = 


| 


208 DEVIL UPON TWO $TICKS 


in his night-gown, on the ſide of his bed: 


He reſts his elbows upon his knees, —and 
his face upon his hands,—as if ſome very 
erievous calamity had overtaken him.” 


« How ill do mortals judge of each 
other,” ſaid Aſmodeus, © and what a 
ftrange compound is man !—So far from 
being aggrieved, or threatened with miſ- 
fortune, — he is ſurrounded with every 


thing that compoſes what the world calls 
_ proſperity, and yet he is unhappy, —He is 


a man without calamity, and without com- 


fort ;—and he owes his preſent diſſatisfied 


condition to his folly — for ſurely it is a 


| folly of no common magnitude, in a man 


who has paſſed his beſt days in the con- 
tinual occupation of trade, —and has re- 


ceived no better education than was neceſ 


ſary for the ſhop and the accompting- 
houſe,—to think of entirely quitting them, 
whatever wealth he may have acquired, — 
in the hope of deriving pleaſure from a 


tranquil and retired lif,—A mind which 
has 
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has been, as it were, rivetted by long 
habits to one object, will certainly find, on 
the removal from it, a painful vacuity, 
that is little ſhort of actual misfortune, — 
Of this truth, the perſon who is honoured 
with your preſent attention will appear, 
according to the hiftory I am about to 
give you of him, as a very ſingular 
example. 


e This gentleman was educated by his 
fither with no other view but to qualify 
him for his own buſinefs ;—and all his 
knowledge was confined to what a city 
academy could afford him. —Reading, wri- 
ting and arithmetick compoſed all the 
knowledge he was deſtined to receive, as 
preparatory to the final accompliſhments 
of the accumpting-houſe, the quay and 
the exchange.—A bad ſtate of health, 
which afleted his father's latter days, 
obliged him to rely principally on his ſon, 
at a very early period of his life, for the 
management of the more laborious part of 


-» 
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his concerns;—ſo that when the old man 

died, the young man was perfectly well 
qualified to ſupport the commercial cha- 
racter of his father. Mr. B-—, by this 
event, was in poſſeſſion of a good capital, 
and a flouriſhing, buſinefs ; .but as the for- 
tunes of three ſiſters were to be paid out of 
the money employed in his trade, it re- 
quired the utmoſt prudence and exertion 
to provide for ſuch demands, without con- 
tracting the ſphere of his concerns, 


« His father had made it a conſtant 
practice to carry on his buſineſs upon ſure 
. grounds,—and he determined to follow fo 
good an example.—A moſt rigid ccono- 
my, therefore, with all the applications of 
the moſt ſaving knowledge, became abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, in order to accumulate 
what might be requiſite to pay his ſiſters 
legacies, on the ſtated days ef their reſ- 
pective marriages, whenever they ſhould 
arrive. But the death of the one,—a love 
diſappointment of another, — and the diſ- 
i | guſting 


% 
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guſting uglineſs « of the Add preſerved 


him from an inconvenience, which, while 
it animated his induſtry, kept him in a 
continual ferment for ſeveral years. 


% Having been obliged to adopt a very 
confined mode of living. on account of his 


ſiſters, he became ſo habituated to it, that 
he continued to obſerve it on his own.— 
An idea of marriage ſometimes occurred 


to him; but thoſe near relations always 


diſſuaded him from changing his ſituation; 
—and as they always lived with him, he 
never experienced that ſolitude at home, 


which would have made a wife eſſential to 


his comfort. He is, therefore, a bachelor 
at this moment, and pays the additional 
tax for his ſervants, with which the legiſ- 


lature of this country has thought proper 


to charge thoſe who have never been en- 


tangled in the bands of Hy men. 


For thirty ſucceeding years he roſe up 


early, — took reſt late, —and eat the bread 


of 


5 N 
4 1 a? 1 34 * " + * 
. 


— — 
* 


i n . , 
= 8 22 + y c __1 
Fey ng ont ns 3 . 
+ 4 2 my 
SS = — 3 


"ooh, 
Z * 


; 4 
[ LEAR Wy i. 


* 
1 
p 
i, 
3 
£2 


2. 

a —_ 
cons. . 
* >< 4 * 


212 PEVIL UPON. TWO STICKS 


of careful neſs: Buſineſs engroſſed all his 
thoughts; — and the recreations of which 
he was ſometimes, though very ſeldom, 
perſuaded to partake, were not able to di- 
vert his thoughts from it.— If he went to 
a play,—his mind was ſtill at home ;— 
when the greateſt actor was exerting his 
powers on the ſtagc,—he was employed in 
making calculations of profit and loſs.— 
He has reckoned up the gains of a lucky 
hit to an opera tune; —and while harle- 
quin was riſking his neck, — his thoughts 
have been occupied in the inſurance of a 
cargo. 


« Having, however, at length acquired 
a very conſiderable fortune, and recollect- 
ing that his father had fallen a ſacrifice to 
his trade, —he at length expreſſed a deſign 
of retiring from it. His only ſurviving 
ſiſter always ſeconded the idea; and in 
leſs than twelve months he found himſelf 
without any buſineſs whatever, except 
paying the current expences of the week, 
receiving 
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receiving his half-yearly dividends at the 


Bank and rhe India-houſe, and occafion- 
ally ſettling the accounts of his banker.— 
He now ſet up his coach, took the houſe 


in which he at preſent reſides, by way of 


living at the polite end of the town, and 
TONNES gentleman. 


e The novelty of having nothing to ao, 
—the taking a daily airing in his War 


—and eating his meals le WTO interrups 


tion, delighted him for a ſhort time but, 
alas, he ſoon diſcovered that he had entered 


upon a ſituation which he was not calcula 


ted to enjoy. The elegant employments of 
leiſure were unknown to him: Reading 
was no amuſement to one who had never 
ſtudied any books but the journal, the 


ledger and the caſh-book ;—while the mu- 


ſic of a concert, to which his fiſter had 


perſuaded him to ſubſcribe, was not half | 
ſo pleaſing to his ear as the chimes of the 


Royal Exchange. —He could, indeed, 
without difficulty, have procured a little 
I ſociety 
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ſociety in his preſent neighbourhood, by 

the uſual attraction of occafional dinners; 
but he has ſenſe enough to know that he 
is not qualified to 2 in it. 


cc Having been concerned in a medium 
way of trade, between the firſt line of com- 
merce and the retail dealer, —he has not 
acquired the ſelf importance of the one, or 
the flippant eaſe of the other. — A capital 
merchant ſtill awes him with his conſe- 
quential language ; and a mercer will bear 
him down by the ready, communicative 
flow of his converſation. — His old ac- 
quaintance are ſo occupied in buſineſs, 
that they can very ſeldom come to ſee 
him;—and he muſt, of courſe, carry in- 
terruption along with him, whenever he 
calls upon them.—In ſhort, ſo very heavy 
does time now hang upon his hands, that 
Sunday, which was formerly welcome, as 
a day of comparative eaſe, is now impa- 
1 N as a day of regular em- 
| — 
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ployment.— He was never remarkable, | 


when he was in buſineſs, for attending the 
public duties of the ſabbath, — but he now 


frequents divine ſervice twice every Sunday, 
beſides an evening-leCture, by way of 


ſomething to do. 


« During the laſt ſummer, he took 


lodgings in a village within a few miles of 
town, — with the hope of enjoying ſome 


ſort of ſociety among his old city aſſoci- 


ates, in their weekly retreats from buſineſs; 
but he found them all, at their country- 
houſes, turned into fine gentlemen, who 


ſeemed deſirous of forgetting thoſe con- 


cerns which it is his ſole delight to re- 
member.—There he found brokers affect- 
ing the airs of dancing-maſters ; — mer- 
chants, who never mentioned ſo vulgar a 
thing as an accompting-houſe, — and 
Bank-directors,—who would not appear to 
know that there was any ſuch ching as a 
national debt. | 
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« All theſe diſappointments have made 
fo deep an impreſſion upon his mind, that 
he is determined to return to ſome kind of 
pecuniary employment ;—and he is now 
fitting on his bed, in the poſture you ſe 
him, making a calculation for farming 
the tax on n poſt- horſes. 


© How far a ſuperior education may be 
of ſervice to the mercantile profeſſion, 
is not a matter for our preſent diſcuſſion ;— 
but, without ſome ſort of accompliſh- 
ments originally acquired, or ſince ob- 
tained, —no man, if he conſults his own 
real happineſs, will ever quit the buſineſs 
in which he has paſled the greater part of 
his life, — and to which his character is 
formed and moulded, from any romantic 
notion of eaſe and leiſure.— They whoſe 
firſt ideas were profit and loſs,—and whoſe 
whole lives have been regulated by the pur- 
ſuits of profit and loſs, —have nothing left 
for it, but to purſue the game of profic 

and loſs to the end of the chapter.” 
ﬆ cannot 
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« ] cannot however but think,” ſaid 
Don Cleofas, that there muſt be a cer- 
tain degree of ſtupidity in this honeſt man's 
character; —or, with a large fortune, tho 


ungraced with the accompliſhments of 


education, — certain amuſements might 
have been found by him, to diſſipate, in 
ſome meaſure, the weariſome vacuity of 


his life. —But let us quit an object which 


by no means juſtifies any further attention, 
—and turn our regards to a lady, who fits 
up in her bed, reading a large book upon 
a deſk, which is placed before her, and 
occaſionally writing either ſhort remarks or 
notices, on a paper which ſhe holds in her 
hand.—It is a ſingular employment for a 
woman, at ſuch an hour, and I muſt be in- 


debted to your communicative ſpirit for the 


hiſtory of it. al 69 
* She is a writer of ſome diſtinction, 


anſwered Afmodeus, and the ſingula- 
rity of her character and circuraſtances, 


vor. VI. 1 2 


C24... 
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Will Juſtify my entering into a ſhort detail 
of ene * 

e « She i is ao a very deſpeckable and 
an family in the county of —, 
pH the ſiſter of a patriotic republican ſe- 
tor,—whoſe political conduct is well 
ac for its violence and ſingularity.— 
Her youth was remarkable for a peculia- 
rity of diſpoſition, —but gave no forebo- 
dings of thoſe talents which ſhe afterwards 
diſcovered, —and that animated character 
which ſhe . ſince exhibited to the 
world: 


. - 


3.6 | She Wa a . of "AY 
whoſe practice was not very extenſive, and 
crhoſe abilities were not held in more than 
a common degree of eſtimation; the pub- 
ic chere fore was very much ſ urprized by 
the” appearance of the firſt volume of a 
certain period of the Hiſtory of England, 
that bore, in its title- page, the name of 
the doctor's wife, as the author of it. It 
was 
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was written in a free; animated ſtyle, under 
the avowed impreſſion of an ardent love of 
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liberty := And the fair hiſtorian, by the 


aid of original papers ſhe had found in 
the Muſeum, contrived to throw ſome 
lights on the early part of the period which 
ſhe had taken for the ſubje& of her pen. 


„ This volume was eagerly received by 
the public. It may, indeed, be ſuſpected, 
that the * novelty of a female hiftorical 
writer might have ſome ſhare in its ſucceſs ; 


though it undoubtedly poſſeſſes a certain 


kind of merit, and is built on certain prin- 


ciples, which may ſuit a particular claſs of 


people. It however received a tranſient 
approbation of the greateſt ſtateſman of 
this, or, perhaps, any other age;—who, in 

a ſpeech he made in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, thought proper to quote this kiſtory, 
and to accompany the quotation with an 
applauſive acknowledgment to the author 
of it. So honourable a teſtimony, added 
50 the ſhare of public a pprobation already 
L2 received, 


nd 
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received, had ſuch an effect on the fair 


writer, that the hiſtorian immediately 
predominated in every trifling action of 
her life ;—and her zcal for public liberty 
broke forth at the ball, che e 0 
the card table. 


cc She cn her laborious work; — 


but as ſhe proceeded, from various cauſes, 


her reputation declined; — and the fruits of 


her pen are become a cumbrous load on 
the ſhelves ow the” bookſellers. . 


6 When 5 Cs Gita, he was is lef | 
with little but what depended on the pre- 
carious iſſue of a Scotch law- ſuit.— Her 
writings and principles had, however, 
raiſed her up a moſt generous friend, in a 
wealthy dignitary of, the church,— who, 
having entered, with an honeſt, but vio- 
dent zcal, into the political diſputes which 


agitated that period, conſidered himſelf 


as performing an act of devotion, to public 
virtue,, in ſuſtaining this, fair ſupporter 
8 i n g of 
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of it. —He not only cheriſhed her as a 
child, —but worſhipped her as a divi- 
nity and, having cauſed a ſmall figure 
of her to be made in Britiſh porcelain, 
it always travelled with him as his palla- 
dium and, in the abſence of its original, 
_— a conftant PI on his table. 


:X© The affectionate zeal of this reverend 
friend employed an eminent ſculptor to 
form a marble flatue of her, which his 
devotion cauſed to be placed in the moſt 


beautiful church in this kingdom, of 


which he was the miniſter. There he in- 


tended it ſhould remain, as a monument to 


her honour, while ſhe lived, —and to per- 


petuate, at leaſt, his admiration of her 


character, when ſhe ſhould be no more. 
But the biſhop of the dioceſe to which 
the church belonged; did not think her 


living virtue qualified to rank with Chriſ- 


tian evangeliſts and apoſtles and accord 
ingly fruſtrated this devout commemoration: 
* her. 


9 The 
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The lady ſoon afterwards juſtified the 
opinion of the pious prelate, by the ſtrange 
and unexpected eccentricity of her conduct. 
— She had, indeed, figured not only as 
an hiſtorian, bur alſo as a polemical and 
metaphyſical writer; but ſhe now thought 
proper to give an example of female weak- 
neſs, as well as maſculine knowledge ;— 
for, at an age when certain paſſions are ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed to ſubſide, her's broke 
ſorth with ſuch inflammable ardour, that 
they forced her to the altar with a young 

man, who was ſcarce more than of a pro- 
per age to have married her daughter .— 
By this late ſacrifice to Cupid, ſhe loſt her 
Ration, whatever it might be, in the 
Temple of Fame,--baniſhed herſelf fromthe 
doting affection of her reverend protector, 
and afforded an ample ſubje& of public 
deriſion.— As may be ſuppoſed, ſhe finds 
little comfort in her imprudent Hymen, 
Hand ſhe is obliged to the pages of an old 
author, to diſſipate, in ſome degree, the 

chagrin, 
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cue ſhe feels, at — neglected "x a 
young huſband.” 


«© Her age,” ſaid the Count, © may be 
ſo advanced, and her perſonal charms ſo 
much on the decline, as, perhaps, to make 
the coolneſs of a juvenile mate neither a 
ſubject of wonder, or even of reproach.— 
But I ſee a lady, in the very next houſe, 
in a ſtate of vigilance, which cannot poſſi- 


bly proceed from a ſimilar cauſe, — as, 


from her youth and beauty, not a young 
man in Europe, I believe, would leave her 
to languiſh through one ſolitary, waking 
hour, who poſſeſſed the en of un- 
drawing her curtains.“ | 


N n e obſerved Aſmodeus, 
* if you can poſſibly take your eyes from 
ſo pleaſant an object, and ler them aſcend 
to the chamber above her,—you will fee a 
young man as watchful as herſelf, ho 
has the very privilege you mention ;=and 
"Rm? lies ROY and toſſing about his bed 

14 by 
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by himſelf, — inſtead of going to that 
heaven which your glowing fancy imagines 
. ve found in her lb. 


e ie is no WA than the huſband of 
that lady ;—nor did more amiable and 
affectionate people ever approach the 
altar of Hymen; — but they are young 
enough to be childiſh,—and fond enough 
to quarrel about any thing. —As he was 
preparing an orange for her laſt night, after 
ſupper, —fome of the juice accidentally 
ſpurted into her face; and this trifling 
circumſtance grew, from the half-ſmiling 
replies and retorts of petulant vivacity,.— 
to angry looks, —reproachful exprefſions,— 
and, at length, to ſuch determined reſent- 
ment, as ta occaſion their ſleeping, or 
rather their laying awake and miſerable in 
different beds. — At breakfaſt they will 
meet glouting and uncomfortable, —both 
determined not to be the firſt to acknow- 
ledge the uneaſineſs which they mutually 
1 both * longing for that 


7 ec On- 
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reconciliation which neither will make the 
firſt advancement to procure : — till at 


length, on his careſſing her favourite little 
lap- dog, — ſhe, unable to bear her morti - 
fications any longer, will riſe ſuddenly 
from her chair, and throw herſelf into his 
arms: — He will receive her with inex preſ- 
ſible delight, — and they will both bleſs the 
renewal of that happineſs which knows no 
interruption. but from theſe little traſing, 
infantine quarrels, —for which they well. 


deſerve the chaſtiſement of a neee, 
rrels, oy” | 


& © Notwithſtanding all the 3 
you think they may merit,” ſaid the Count, 


I am diſpoſed. to envy them from my 
heart;— for theſe little makings-up, bes 


tween young people, who love one - another, 


are among che 0. rapturous buſineſſes of 
. 


0 All that may be very true, anſwered 


the Demon; c but. even quarrels of this 
L. 5 . 
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nature,— which, I will allow you to be 
the exuberances of affection, — have, in 
their repetition, an unfortunate” tendency 


to ſour the temper;—and, though they 


may, in the early part of a matrimonial 
union, be diſſipated by thoſe returns of 
tender fondneſs of which you ſpeak with ſo 
much delight, —they will, in time, beget 
an habitual fractiouſneſs, and gradually 
encreaſe to fuch a degree, as to cloud 
the faireſt hopes of domeſtic | happineſs. — 
Some examples of this kind may probably 
fall in our way, before I am forced to 
take my final leave of you. — At preſent, 
your attention will find a very proper ob · 
ject in that gentleman who is fitting 
up in his bed, with a ſinall table, covered 
with green · cloth, beſide it, upon which 
he is at this moment writing; — and, 
were I allow to you the age of the longeſt 
life that was ever granted to man, and 
you were to employ every hour of it in 
gueſſing the nature of his occupation, you 

336 E | would 
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would fink at laſt into the grave, without 


HY made the diſcovery. 


« He is a young nobleman, of great 


talents, diſſipated manners, — and the 
baſeſt principles: — His income, which 
was never large, — continually ſinks be- 


neath his expences; — and he is now 


trying the probable ſucceſs of a project to 


encreaſe his revenues: — This is no leſs 
than to procure dice of ſuch a conſtruc- 
tion, as to anſwer certain modes of play, 


with which he being alone acquainted, — 
will have,—by an occaſional application of 
them, —a decided advantage over his an- 
tagoniſts ;—ſo that, without that evident 


and conſtant gain, which might create 


ſuſpicions,— he will, in the courſe of a 


winter, ſecure a very conſiderable portion 
of the money loſt at the gaming-tables 
which he may frequent. For this purpoſe 


his Lordſhip has taken into his ſervice a 
very cunning workman, who poſſeſſes the 


ſkill to give a kind of certainty to theſe 
6 inſtruments 
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inſtruments of chance; and to accompliſh 
the buſineſs with ſo much nicety, as to 
eſcape almoſt any obſervation. —This man, 
as you may ſuppoſe, is not only laviſhly 
paid for his knowledge and his privacy, — 
but, in order to fecure ſuch very profitable 
talents to himſelf, his noble protector has 
promiſed, at a future period, to give, or 
procure him an handſome independence 
for * | 


. The as n of our 
| lordly gameſter is, in making his calcula- 
tions on the firſt parcel of theſe dice, which 
were laſt night brought him for trial ;— 
and, while the family are at reft, he wakes 
to give them proof.—You now ſee him 
throwing them in every poſſible manner and 
direction, —and, when he is perfectly ſatis- 
fied that they are effectually contrived to 
anſwer the proportionate purpoſe of cer- 
tainty in the caſt, and ſecurity from de- 
tection,— he will place them under his 
pillow, aud go comfortably to ſleep during 

. the 
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the reſt of the morning, with every. rea- 
ſonable expectation of pilfering che dupes 
of the approaching night. | 


The perſon whom you ſee in the large 
houſe to the right, who is now examining 
his watch by the light of a taper which 
burns beſide him, is a man of large for- 
tune, and an equal ſhare of perſonal va- 
nity ;—he is this day to be inveſted. with 
the order of the Bath, — and the bluſhing 
honour which approaches, keeps him from 
his reſt, —He lies and counts the minutes 
till the ſun ſhall rife, which is to ſee him 
arrayed in the ſplendid decoration ofa red 
ribbon. | 


« On the parallel ſtory of the adjoining 
houſe,” continued the Demon, your 
Lordſhip may perceive a tall man walking 
up and down his chamber, to all appear- 
ance as if he were ſpeaking a ſoliloquy in 
a play.—He is a member of parliament of 


very uſeful talents, whoſe finances require. 
74 : the. 
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the ſaving aid of the Treaſury ;—and has 
undertaken, I fear, on conditions of per- 
ſonal advantage to himſelf, to ſupport 
government with his eloquence, on' a 
queſtion of ſome conſequence which is this 
day to be the obje& of Parliamentary dif- 
cuſſion — In the early part of the night he 
dreamed that he had ſpoken on the wrong 
ſide of the queſtion; and awoke, in con- 
ſequence of his fancied error, in ſuch ex- 
treme agitation, as not to be able to recom- 
poſe himſelf to ſleep ;—he therefore amuſes 
the vigilant interval, by rehearſing the 
OY oratory of the day. 


K. nia not aſk, ” ſaid Don Cleofas, 
« why that poor man, who reclines his 
miſerable form on a ſofa, with the languid 
looks of ſickneſs and of pain, is abſent 
from his pillow :—Some diſeaſe, a foe to 
ſlumber, ſeems to have laid its afflicting 
hand upon him, and will, perhaps, forbid 
his eyes to cloſe in reſt, till death cloſes 
them _ ever. 5 


« With 
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et With all the appearance of pain, 
anſwered Aſmodeus, *© which you perceive 
in that good man's countenance, and, in 
truth, he feels no inconſiderable portion of 
it,—you will feel no ſmall degree of ap- 
plauſive ſatisfaction, when I make you ac- 
quainted with the reality of his ſituation. 
Ie is a phyſician, with whom the gain 
of his profeſſion has ever been a ſecondary 
principle.—To do good is the firſt object 
of his ſkill. and of his heart :—nor is it to 
the honour of this metropolis, that a man 
of ſo much intrinſic virtue, —and whoſe 
medical ſkill is by no means behind his 
; meral qualities, ſhould not move in the 
firſt line of medical practice. He has 
lately attended a lady, whoſe diſorder has 
not only baffled his ſkill, but that of the 
very © eminent phyſicians whoſe experi- 
ence he had called in to affiſt his own. 
His patient, however, finding that their 
added councils brought no additional ad- 
vantage, entreated her phyſician to conti- 
nue his care alone, being perſuaded that if 
E his 
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his ſK Il was bootleſs, ſhe muſt be refigned, 
as ſhe was prepared, to meet her fate, — 
He, therefore, continued a vigilant at- 
tendance on a diſeaſe which he feared was 
beyond the reach of medicine.—On the ap- 
pearance, however, of ſome very fin gular 
and unexpected ſymptoms, he conceived: 
the hope that a certain kind of exterior 
application might be attended with a be- 
neficial effect, and deſired another conſul- 
tation of his brethren on the ſubject, who 
united in refuſing their aſſent to the re- 
medy he propoſed; but as their reaſon- 
ings concerning the ſtate of the patient did 
not, by any means, fatisfy his mind; and, 
as their opinion of the probable effects of 
the medicine appeared to be in direct op- 
poſition to what his own experience had 
taught him, he determined, inſtead of 
trying its effects, which is a very common 
practice, upon ſome poor unconſcious 
inmate of an hoſpital, to make the expe- 
riment upon himſelf ;—and he is now ſuf- 


fering the pain ariſing from theſe appli- 
| cations, 
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cations, in order to form a preciſe judg- 
ment as to the nature of their operation, 
and how far he may be juſtified in ſupport- 
ing his own opinion int that of the 
moſt eminent practitioners.” 


ce This is an admirable example, in- 


deed, of profeſſional duty, anſwered Don 
Cleofas, which, unleſs the phyſicians 


of this country are of a ſuperior character 
to thoſe of any other, will find but few 
followersr” : 


« The Britiſh medical profeſſors,” an- 
ſwered Aſmodeus, are certainly the moſt 
learned, and, I believe, the moſt liberal 
- practitioners on the globe ;—but how 


many there are among them who would 
make ſuch a ſacrifice, and try ſuch expe- 


riments as you now ſee, it is not my pro- 
vince to determine. It is ſufficient, I 
think, for me, that I ſhew you ſuch a diſ- 


tinguiſhed example of profeſſional honour, - 


philanthropy and judgment; — for, in con- 


ſequence 


« 
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ſequence of this experiment upon himſelf, 
he will not heſitate to preſcribe the reme- 
dy his own knowledge had ſuggeſted, — 
and to whoſe effects one of the moſt va- 
luable women in the world will owe a 
very unexpected reſtoration to all the com- 
forts and virtues of life.” | 


« A figure of a ſimilar nature, though 
of a different ſex, has alſo a claim to your 
attention, at no great diſtance from the 
houle of the philanthropic phyſician.—She 
is fitting in an upright poſture, and al- 

moſt morionleſs, in a large chair, which 

is oppoſite to a blazing fire,—and is un- 
dergoing a very curious coſinetic appli- 
cation, which has no motive but the mott 
ſenſeleſs vanity, 


« That lady was, not many years ago, 
one of the moſt beautiful women of this 
country ;—and it is now the moſt anxious, 
if not the only wiſh of her heart, to pre- 
ſerve, by artificial means, the vernal lil- 
lies 
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lies and roſes which nature forbids to bloom 
on the face of autumn. For this purpoſe 
ſhe is now ſubmitting to an operation, 
which does not require vigilance for any 
other reaſon, than to guard againſt the 
careleſs, unconſcious emotion of ileep, 
which might deſtroy the effects, or, at 
leaſt, retard its progreſs —Thts ceremony 
of the toilette is painful in its operation, — 
creates diſguſt during the day, does not 

charm, even in the glare of midnight,— 
and is uncertain in its duration ;—for it is 
the third time, within a fortnight, that this 
filly woman has thought herſelf obliged to 
ſubmit to it: — It tends alſo to produce 
diſeaſes of the moſt ſhocking and melan- 
choly nature; nevercheleſs, this infatuated 
woman Continues the practice, for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe it procures an 
idle flattery to her own e, es, in the reflec- 
tion of her looking g-glals. 


* Another ſleepleſs lady is in the next 
houſe, — and has more le olution than 
many 
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many of her ſex, or ſhe would take ſome 
method to ſleep for ever.—After having 
lived to the age of fifty, with the beſt of 
hufbands,—and in all the comforts of life, 
ſhe became a wealthy widow, — and was, 
with no great difficulty, perſuaded to 
marry an handſome young officer, of the 
moſt diffipated inclinations, who happened 
to lodge in the ſame houſe with her at 
Bath ;—and on whom, the morning after 
her marriage, which took place within 
this month, — ſne ſettled the whole of her 
fortune.— He lived with her quietly and 
civilly till yeſterday, - when, without giv- 
ing her the leaſt notice of his intentions. 
he ſet off for the Continent with an Italian 
opera ſinger;—and, laſt night, an uphol- 
ſterer ſurprized her with a viſit, to demand 
poſſeſſion of the houſe and furniture, which 
her huſband had ſold to him in the morn- 
ing.—lIt was even with difficulty that this 
filly woman could obtain leave to ſtay 
during the night, in order to pack up her 
clothes; —in which comfortable taſk you 
| ſee 


* 
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ſee her at this moment employed ;—and on 


condition that ſhe ſhould pay an exorbi- 


tant price for the attendance of four men, 
whom you may perceive drinking in a 
room below,—to take care that ſhe carries 
nothing out of the houſe but what abſo- 
_ lutely belongs to her. 


% The gentleman,” continued the De- 
mon, © whom a glance to the left of us 
will diſcover at a table, with an heap of 
money and notes before him, is a man of 
feeling, though the member of a gaming- 
club.—The wealth, however, which you 
ſee in his poſſeſſion, does not proceed from 
the fortune of play, as he never touches a 
card but in the way of domeſtic paſtime; 
—it is, on the contrary, the fruits of a col- 
lection he has been for ſome time making, 


and which, received laſt night a moſt ge- 


nerous augmentation from ſome ſucceſsful 
gameſters, for a man of worth and talents, 
whoſe good qualities had brought him to 
ruin. — and who has, for ſome time, been 
3 pining 
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pining in want and ſecluſion, without 
having courage ſufficient to apply for the 
Jeaic affiſtance to his former friends. 


* This gentleman having by chance 
diſcovered his retreat, not only offered 
him inſtant relief from his own purſe, but 
has, throughout the whole extent of his 
nurnerous ac quaintance, ſolicited the kind- 
neſs of others in which act of benevo- 
lence he has been ſo ſucceſsful as to have 
amaſſed a little fortune for the diſtreſſed 
perſon, which may greatly forward the 
means of his future proviſion and comfort. 
Indeed fo delighted is he with the idea of 
the happineſs he ſhall beſtow in the courſe 
of the day, that it has'deprived him of his 
uſual reſt during the night; —and he 
amuſes the interval by forming a variety 
of plans for the advantageous and final 
| ſettlement of the object of his ſriendſhip.“ 
This is a charming picture,” exclaim- 
ed Don Cleofas, „that makes "ample 
5 amends 
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amends for many of a very different com- 
plexion which have preceded it.“ 


« J will not, therefore,” ſaid the De- 
mon, “interrupt the impreſſions it makes 
upon your mind ; but leave them to their 
operation till I have the pleaſure of ſceing 
you again, which ſhall not be delayed 
beyond the time of your neceſſary repoſe ;” 
to which, after he had rapidly conveyed 
him to his hotel, the Devil upon Two 
Sticks immediately conſigned him. 


END OF VOLUME vi. 


